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NOTE TO THE THIRD VOLUME. 



When the Author commenced the publication of 
diis work, he informed his Publishers that he should 
probably complete it in three volumes. What he 
gave as a probability, they understood as a certainty, 
and worded their advertisements accordingly. Hii 
theme has unexpectedly expanded under his pen, 
and he now lays his third volume before the public, 
with his task yet unaccomplished. He hopes this - 
may not cause unpleasant disappointment. To pre- 
sent a familiar and truthful picture of the Revolu- 
tion and the personages concerned in it, required 
much detail and copious citations, that the scenes 
might be placed in a proper light, and the charac- 
ters introduced might speak for themselves, and have 
space in which to play their parts. 

The kindness with which the first two volumes 
have been received, has encouraged the author to 
pursue the plan he had adopted, and inspires the 
hope that the public good-will which has cheered 
him through so long a period of devious authorship, 
will continue with him to the approaching close of 
lus career. 

SmnnrsiDB, Jane, 1856. 
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iiewsof Wasbingtoti's recroeaing ilie 
I Delaware, and of liis eubsequenl auhieve- 

i inenls in the Jerseya, tmd not reaclied 

London on llie 9lh of JHiiUfiry. » The afFftir* of 
I AmericH seem lo be lirnwing (o a crisis," writer 
lEdmiind Bnrke. " The Howes are nt this time 
a poseession oF, or nble to awe the whole inidd 
t of America, from Ddnwnre lo the weslei 
boundary of Mnasndiuseils Buy ; the tKivnl banii 
n the side of Cannda ia broken. A gi-cat Inict 
s open for the supply of ihe troopfi ; the river 
Uadsuii o[>ens n way inlo the lienrl of lUe prov- 
inocES, and nolhiog mn, in n\\ probubility. prevent 
e*rly mid nffifn-'iri' i-nrnpnign. Vfh: 
vol,, in. 1 



NEW JERSEY ROUSED TO ARMS, 3 

when he had to inquire by letter of Washington, 

whether money and stores could be sent to the 

Hessians captured at Trenton, and a surgeon and 

medicines to the wounded at Princeton ; and 

Washington's reply must have conveyed a reproof 

Btill more mortifying : No molestation, he assure i 

his lordship, would be offered to the convoy by 

any part of the regular army under his command ; 

but "Atf covM not answer for the militia^ who were 

resorting to arms in most parts of the State, and 

were excessively exasperated at the treatment they 

had met with from both Hessian and British 

troops" 

In fact, the conduct of the enemy had roused 
the whole country against them*. The proclama- 
tions and printed protections of the British com- 
niauders, on the faith of which the inhabitants in 
general had stayed at home, and forbore to take 
Bp arms, had proved of no avail. The Hessians 
could not or would not understand them, but pluu- 
<lered friend and foe alike.^ The British soldiery 
often followed their example, and the plunderinga 
of both were, at times attended by those brutal 
outrages on the weaker sex, which inflame the 
<lullest spirits to revenge. The whole State was 
thus roused against its invaders. In Washing- 
ton's retreat of more than a hundred miles through 
the Jerseys, he had never been joined by more than 

^ " These rascals plunder all ^.enscriminately. If they see 
"nything they like, they say, *Rebel good for Hesse-mans,* 
*fld seize upon it for their own use. They have nr idea of 
the distinctions between whig and tory." — Letter of Hazard 
'<« PoUnuisler. 



AMERICAN ENCAMPMENT, 5 

counter movement on hia part ; while the forajs 
and skirmishes by which he might harass them, 
would school and season his own troops. He had 
three faithful generals with him : Greene, his re- 
liance on all occasions ; swarthy Sullivan, whose 
excitable temper and quick sensibilities he had 
sometimes to keep in check by friendly counsels 
and rebukes, but who was a good officer, and loy- 
ally attached to him ; and brave, genial, generous 
Knox, never so happy as when by his side. He 
had lately been advanced to the rank of brigadier 
at his recommendation, and commanded the artil- 
lery. 

Washington's military family at this time was 
eomposed of his aides-de-camp, Colonels Meade 
and Tench Tilghman of Philadelphia, gentlemen 
of gallant spirit, amiable tempers and cultivated 
niauners; and his secretary, Colonel Robert H. 
Harrison of Maryland — tlie " old secretary," as he 
^as familiarly called among his associates, and by 
*hom he was described as " one in whom every 
^an had confidence, and by whom no man was de- 
ceived." 

Washington's head-quarters at first were in 
^hat was called the Freemason's Tavern, on the 
•^orth side of the village green. His troop? were 
*5'icainped about the vicinity of the village, at 
fii'st in tents, until they could build log huts for 
8l»elter against the winter's cold. The main en- 
campment was near Bottle Hill, in a sheltered 
valley which was thickly wooded, and had abun- 
dant springs. It extended southeasterly from 
Morristown ; and was chilled the Lowan^^ca Val 



EXPLOIT OF GENERAL DICKINSON. 7 

thither, and backward and forward, and paraded 
about to such effect, that the visitor on his return 
to the British camp, reported the force under the 
old general to be at least five thousand strong.^ 

Cantonments were gradually formed between 
Princeton and the Highlands of the Hudson, 
which made the left flank of Washington's posi- 
tion, and where Greneral Heath had command. 
General Philemon Dickinson, who commanded the 
Kew Jersey militia, was stationed on the west side 
of Millstone River, near Somerset Court-house, 
one of the nearest posts to the enemy's camp at 
Brunswick. A British foraging party, of five or 
six hundred strong, sent out by Cornwallis with 
forty wagons and upward of a hundred draught 
Wses, mostly of the English breed, having col- 
Jtcted sheep and cattle about the country, were 
sacking a mill on the opposite side of the river, 
^here a large quantity of flour was deposited. 
^hile thus employed, Dickinson set upon them 
with a force equal in number, but composed of 
raw militia and fifty Philadelphia riflemen. He 
dashed through the river, waist deep, with his 
'•leii, and charged the enemy so suddenly and 
^'gorously, that, though supported by three field- 
pieciis, they gave way, left their convoy, and re- 
'I'eaied so precipitately, that he made only nine 
prisoners. A number of killed and wounded 
w^ere carried off by the fugitives on light wag- 

^ Sparks' Am. Biography^ vol. vii. p. 196. 
^ Washington to the President of Congress. Also note t« 
irks, vol. iv. p. 290. 



PREVALENCE OF THE SMALL-POX, 9 

neglect or refuse to comply with this order were 
to be considered adhereuts to the crown, and 
treated as common enemies. 

This measure met with objections at the time, 
Bome of the timid or over-cautious thinking it in- 
expedient; others, jealous of the extraordinary 
powers vested in Washington, questioning whethet 
be had not transcended these powers and exercised 
a degree of despotism. 

The small pox, which had been fatally preva- 
lent in the preceding year, had again broken out, 
and Washington feared it might spread through 
the whole army. He took advantage of the in- 
terval of comparative quiet to have his troops in- 
tJCulated. Houses were set apart in various 
places as hospitals for inoculation, and a church 
was appropriated for the use of those who had 
taken the malady in the natural way. Among 
fee the ravages were frightful. The traditions 
^f the place and neighborhood give lamentable 
pictures of the distress caused by this loathsome 
disease in the camp and in the villages, wherever 
'^had not been parried by inoculation. 

" Washington," we are told, " was not an un- 
BJoved spectfitor of the griefs around him, and 
Blight be seen in Hanover and in Lowantica Val- 
ley, cheering the faith and inspiring the courage 
of his suffering men." ^ It was this paternal care 
*nd sympathy which attached his troops person- 
ally to him. They saw that he regarded them, 
not with the eye of a general, but of a patriot, 
whose heart yearned towards them as countrymen 
buffering in one common cause. 

1 Notes of the Rev. ,}osej\h F. TntUe, MS. 
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mghlj appointed army with a ^' rebel 
forage. The American troops for the 
were mere yeomanry, taken from their 
; ill sheltered, ill clad, ill fed, and ill 
nothing to reconcile them to their hard- 
love for the soil they were defending, 
ipiriog thought that it was their couti' 
lington, with paternal care, endeavored 
them from the depraving influences of 
"Let vice and immorality of every 
liaconraged as much as possible in your 
f writes he io a circular to his brigadier- 
^ and, as a chaplain is allowed to each 
that the men refjnlarlv attend divine 
Ghiming of every kind is exprassly for- 
beiog the foundation of evil, and the 
I many a brave and gallant officer's ruip." 





CHAPTER 11. 

N^egotiations for Exchange of Prisoners. — Case of Colonel 
Ethan Allen. — Of General Lee. — Correspondence of Wash- 
ington with Sir William Howe about Exchanges of Prison- 
ers. — Referees apponited. — Letters of Lee from New York 
— Case of Colonel Campbell. — Washington's Advice to 
Congress on the Subject of Retaliation. — His Correspond- 
ence with Lord Howe about the Treatment of Prisoners. — 
The Horrors of the Jersey Prison-ship and the Sugar-house. 

CARTEL for the exchange of prisoners 
had been a subject of negotiation pre- 
vious to the affair of Trenton, without 
being adjusted. The British commanders were 
slow to recojinize the claims to equality of those 
they considered rebels ; Washington was tenacious 
in holding them up as patriots ennobled by their 
cause. 

Among the cases which came up for attention 
was t-hat of Ethan Allen, the brave but eccentric 
captor of Ticonderoga. His daring attempts in 
the " path of renown** had cost him a world of 
hardships. Thrown into irons as a felon, threat- 
ened with a halter, carried to England to be tried 
for treason, confined in Pendennis Castle, retrans- 
ported to Halifax, and now a prisoner in New 
York. " I have suffered everything short of death,** 
writes he to the Assenibly of his native State, 
Connecticut. He had, however, recovered health 
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mpplcness of limb, ami wiili iltom nil lii» 
Mling spirit aiicl Kwulling rlieloric. " 1 itm 
'itli ftdequiile indipiiHtiou lo 
J Irnth my own and my coiinlry's wrongs. 
I Am expiirimentnlly certain \ tiave fortitiiiie suf- 
llLii'[it to face the iitvadera of Amei'icn in the place 
iii" ilsuger, spreftd with rII the liorrora ol' WHr." 
Ami he conoludea with one of hia niHgi]ili>quent, 
but really sincere expressions of patriotism: '■ Pru- 
vided you cnn hit upon some measure to procure 
tnj liberty, I will apprcipriiitft my reinjiining days, 
mid freely hazard my life in the Berviw; of llie 
uiliiny, and matiilniniiig the American t^mpire. 
I thought to have enrolled my name iu llio list of 
ill uat I'll Ilia American heroes, but was nipped iu the 
Ijiid ! " 

Honest Elhiin Allen 1 his name will ever stand 
^dled on that list ; not illustrious, perhaps, but 
(milieu tly popular. 

His appeal to his native State had produced an 
Dppi^nl to Congi-esa, and Waahiiigloti had been in- 
tipuded. considering hia lung im prison meiil, to urge 
Ilia eschniige. This had acai-cu been urgf d, when 
js of the capture of General Lee piesenli'J 
e of still greater importance to be provided 
"I feel much for his misfortune," writes 
■wliington, "and am sensible that in his captiHty 
r country hna lost a wiirin friend and an able 
By direction of Congreas, ho had sent 
N flag to inquire about Lee's treatment, and to 
Mivey him a aum of money. This wai just pre- 
A to ihe aeoini] oroKsing of the Delaware, 

W reiiorted to be iu rigorous coiitintt- 



14 LIFE OF WASHINGTON, 

ment in New York, and treated with harshn 
and indignity. The British professed to consi< 
him a deserter, he having been a lieutenant-eolo 
in their service, although he alleged that he \ 
resigned his commission before joining the Am 
ican army. Two letters which he addressed 
General Howe, were returned to him, unopen 
inclosed in a cover directed to LieiUenani-coh 
Lee, 

On the 13th of January, Washington address 
the followinor letter to Sir William Howe, 
am directed by Congress to propose an exchar 
of five of the Hessian field-officers taken at Tn 
ton for Major-general Lee ; or if this propo 
should not be accepted, to demand hia liberty uf 
parole, within certain bounds, as has ever be 
granted to your officers in our custody. I am 
formed, upon good authority, that your reason 
keeping him hitherto in stricter confinement tl: 
usual is, that you do not look upon him in i 
light of a common prisoner of war, but as a « 
serter from the British service, as his resignat 
has never been accepted, and that you intend 
try him as such by a court-martial. I will ; 
undertake to determine how far this doctrine rr 
be justifiable among yourselves, but I must g 
you warning tliat Major-general Lee is loot 
upon as an officer belonging to, and under 
protection of the United Independent States 
America, and that any violence you may comi 
upon his life and liberty, will be severely retalia 
upon the lives or liberties of the British office 
or those of their foreign allies in our hands." 
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I In lliis letter he likewiae wdvei'leii to Ihi' Ireut- 

il of AmerieHii prigouei-s lu Nbw York ; aeveral 

Ad hod recently Iweii released, hiiving given the 

1 shocking auoounc of itie barbiirities Ihi^y Ijnd 

which tbeir miserable, emacialuil 

iBiiiitenaiices ooufinned." — " I would beg," added 

I, " that some cerlnin rule of conducl towiirda. 

r prisoaers maj be settled ; tiod, if yon are deter- 

\ lltitied to mako cnplivity as distressing as possible, 

r ii, iliJil we may ba upon equal terina. 

Tar your conduct ^ball regulftte tnine " 

Sir William, in reply, proposed to send an of- 
ficer of rank lo Wnaliington, lo coufer upoii a 
mitile of exchan<:e iind subsistence of prisoners. 
"This expedient," observes he, '' appearing lo me 
eHitdunJ lor settling all diffei'ences, will, I hope, 
1« the means of preveuting «. rtipetition of the 
imju'opt^i- lerrn^ in which your letter is espre»ise<l 
iinit fiiuuiled 0[i the grossest miarepreaentaliocis, 
1 Bhall not make any further commeut upon it, 
tlinii to assure you, that youc threats of retaliiiiiiig 
upim ilie iiinoceut such punialimejit aa may be de- 
treed in the circumstances of Mr. Lee by ilie 
In** nf his counti'y, will not divert me from my 
duly in any respect ; at the same time, you luay 
mit aaiialied that the proceedings against him will 
nil be preuipita[ed ; and I ti-ust that, in this, nr in 
imy otl.er event in the course of my commanil, 
yuu ivill uot have just cause to accuse me of in- 
liumiinity, prejudice, or passion." 
^^_ Sir Willifim, iu truth, was greatly perplexed 
^^■illi respect to Lee, mid had written to Eugland 
^^■Xofd Oeorge Germaine Ibr instructions in the 



16 ' LIFE OF WASHINGTON. 

case. •* General Lee," writes he, ** being con- 
sidered in the light of a deserter, is kept a close 
prisoner ; but I do not bring him to trial, as a 
doubt has arisen, whether, by a public resignation 
of his half-pay prior to his entry into the rebel 
army, he was amenable to the military law as a 
deserter." 

The proposal of Sir William, that all disputed 
points relative to the exchange and subsistence 
of prisoners should be adjusted by referees, led 
to the appointment of two officers for the purpose ; 
Colonel Walcott by General Howe, and Colonel 
Harrison, " the old secretary," by Washington. 
In the contemplated exchanges was that of one 
of the Hessian field-officers for Colonel Ethan 
Allen. 

The haughty spirit of Lee had experienced a 
severe humiliation in the late catastrophe; his 
pungent and caustic humor is at an end. In a 
letter addressed shortly afterwards to Washington, 
and inclosing one to Congress which Lord and 
General Howe had permitted him to send, he 
writes, *' as the contents are of the last importance 
to me, and perhaps not less so to the community, 
I most earnestly entreat, my dear general, that 
you will dispatch it immediately, and order the 
Congress to be as expeditious as possible." 

The letter contained a request that two or three 
gentlemen might be sent immediately to New 
York, to whom he would communicate what he 
conceived to be of the greatest importance. *' If 
my own interests were alone at stake," writes he, 
'*! flatter myself that the Congress would not 
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hesitate a single instant in acquiescing in my re- 
quest ; but this is far from the case ; the interests 

of the public are equally concerned Lord 

and Greneral Howe will grant a safe conduct to 
the gentlemen deputed.*' 

The letter having been read in Congress, Wash- 
ington was directed to inform General Lee that 
they were pursuing and would continue to pursue 
every means in their power to provide for his 
personal safety, and to obtain his liberty ; but that 
they considered it improper to send any of their 
body to communicate with him, and could not per- 
ceive how it would tend to his advantage or the 
interest of the public. 

Lee repeated his request, but with no better 
success. He felt this refusal deeply ; as a brief, 
sad note to Washington indicates. 

^ It is a most unfortunate circumstance for my- 
self, and I think not less so for the public, that 
Congress have not thouglit proper to comply with 
ray request. It could not possibly have been at- 
tended with any ill consequences, and might with 
good ones. At least it was an indulgence which 
I thought my situation entitled me to. But I am 
unfortunate in everything, and this stroke is the 
severest I have yet experienced. Grod send you 
a different fate. Adieu, my dear general. 

" Yours most truly and affectionately, 

" Chables Lee.** 

How different from the humorous, satirical^ self- 
ocnfident tone of his former letters. Yet Lee's 

VOL. III. 2 
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actual treatment was not so harsh as had been 
represented. He was in close confinement, it is 
true ; but three rooms had been fitted up for his 
reception in the Old City Hall of New York, 
having nothing of the look of a prison excepting 
that they were secured by bolts and bars. 

Congress, in the mean time, had resorted to 
their threatened measure of retaliation. On the 
20th of February, they had resolved that the 
Board of War be directed immediately to order 
the five Hessian field-officers and Lieutenant-col- 
onel Campbell into safe and close custody, " it be- 
ing the unalterable resolution of Congress to re- 
taliate on them the same punishment as may be 
inflicted on the person of General Lee." 

The Colonel Campbell here mentioned had 
commanded one of General Fraser's battalions of 
Highlanders, and had been captured on board of 
a transport in Nantasket road, in the preceding 
summer. He was a member of Parliament, and 
a gentleman of fortune. Retaliation was carried 
to excess in regard to him, for he was thrown into 
the common jail at Concord in Massachusetts. 

From his prison he made an appeal to Wash- 
ington, which at once touched his quick sense of 
justice. He immediately wrote to the council of 
Massachusetts Bay, quoting the words of the res- 
ohition of Congress. " By this you will observe," 
adds he, " that exactly the same treatment is to be 
shown to Colonel Campbell and the Hessian of- 
ficers, that General Howe shows to General Lee, 
and as he is only confined to a commodious house 
with genteel acoimodations, we have no right or 
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to be more aevere on Cotoitcl Cmb)/I)cII, 
ho I wuuld wUli should upon the receipt of itib 
e removed from bis preft;nt siluatioti. aiid be put 
[o It huuse wliera lie nitij live comfgrUhlf." 
Id a letter to ihe Preddeot of Ckiogrese uo 
f fbllowiug day, lie gives hia mMleraiing roim- 
Is on the whole sabject of recaliatJOD- " Tlioogti 
giacerely com numerate," writes he, "ilie misfor- 
nes of Geoeral Lee, and feel moidi for h\a preo- 
it unhappy silnatioQ, yet wixh all possible defer- 
ice to the opioioD of Congress. I fear ilial' these 
solntioDs will oot have the desireil effect, are 
Jbaoded oa impolicy, and ivill, if adhered to, |)ro- 
cousequeoces of au exlensive and tuelaa- 
diuly nutiire" .... 

"The halatice of prisoners is greatly against 
Bs, w\ a general regard to the happiness of the 
whole tihould mark our cunducL Can we imag- 
at our eaemies will not mete the same pun- 
ialiiuciits, the same indignities, the same crncltiea, 
to those belonging to us, in th^ possesion, tliut 
"ire impose on theirs in oar power? Why should 
ve eup))ose them to possess more hutnaiiity than 
e have ourselves ? Or why should an ineffec- 
lual attempt to relieve the ilistresses of one brave, 
unfortunate man, involve many more in the samo 
calamines? .... Suppose," continuoB 
" the treatmODt prescribed tor the Hessiaus 
should be pursued, will it not establish what the 
tnetny have been aiming to effect by every arti- 
Soe and the grossest misrepresentations, I mean 
opinion of our enmity towards them, and of 
ha cruel treatment they experieooc, when they 
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fall into our hands, a prejudice which we on our. 
part have heretofore thought it politic to suppress^ 
and to root out by every act of lenity and of 
kindness ? " 

" Many more objections," added he, " might be 
subjoined, were they material. I shall only ob- 
serve, that the present state of the army, if it 
deserves that name, will not authorize the lan- 
guage of retaliation, or the style of menace. 
This will be conceded by all who know that the 
whole of our force is weak and trifling, and com- 
posed of militia (very few regular troops ex- 
cepted) whose service is on the eve of expir- 

In a letter to Mr. Robert Morris also, he 
writes : " I wish, with all my heart, that Con- 
gress had gratified General^ Lee in his request. 
If not too late I wish they would do it still. I 
can see no possible evil that can result from it ; 
some good, I think, might. The request to see 
a gentleman or two came from the general, not 
from the commissioners ; there could have been 
no harm, therefore, in hearing what he had to 
say on any subject, especially as he had declared 
that his own personal interest was deeply con- 
cerned. The resolve to put in close confinement 
Lieutenant-colonel Campbell and the Hessian 
field-officers, in order to retaliate upon them Gen- 
eral Lee's punishment, is, in my opinion, inju- 
rious in every point of view, and must have been 
entered into without due attention to the con- 
sequences If the resolve of Con- 
gress respecting ^ ^^'^ strikes you in the 
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B point of view it has done me, I ooiiM wisli 
would signify as mucli to that body, as I 
.teallf thinlc it franght with every evil." 

'WasbingCoii was not alnaye succeesfiil iti in* 
tiling bia wise moderation into public coun- 
"' I. CougreKB adhered to their vindictive pol- 
, merely directing that no olher hardships 
Aioold be mflicted on ttie captive officers, ilian 
ch confinement as was necessary lo carry their 
solve into eflecL As to their refusal to gruut 
e request of Lee, Robert Morris surmised tliey 
Keie fearful of the injurious effect that might be 
proluced in the court of Frnnce, should it lie 
MpoKed that members of Congress visited Gen- 
eral Lee, by permission of the Rritish comtnis- 
tioEere. I'heJ-e were other drcumstances ln'side 
tlie treatment of General Lee, to produce this 
indigiiant sensibility on the part of CoiigreEx, 
'Aounnts were rife at this juncture, of the cruel- 
ties and indignities almost invariably experiehoetl 
bj American pj-Isonors at Now Yoi'k ; and an 
wtive correspondence on the subject was poirig 
on between Washington and the Britxsli coni- 
nUtfiderB, at the same time with that regarding 
Geiieral Lee. 

The captive Americans who had been in the 
iiBVal service were said to be confined, oilicers 
mil men, in prison-ships, which from their loiitU- 
,»[ue condition, and the horrors and sufl^ei'inga of 
II kinds experienced on board of them, had ae- 
qnired the appellation of jloating helh. Those 
*ho hnd been in the land seivice, were crowdi'd 
Dto jails and dungeons lilie the vilest m:iieiiiC' 
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levy and equip their quotas for the continental 
army. " Nothing but the united efforts of every 
State in America," writes he, " can save us from 
disgrace, and probably from ruin." 

Rhode Island is reproached with raising troops 
for home service before furnishing its supply to 
the general army. "If each state," writes he, 
" were to prepare for its own defense independent 
of each other, tliey would all be conquered, one 
by one- Our success must depend on a firm union 
and a strict adherence to the general plan,** ^ 

He deplores the fluctuating state of the army 
while depending on militia ; full one day, almost 
disbanded the next. " I am much afraid that the 
enemy, one day or other, taking advantage of one 
of these temporary weaknesses, will make them- 
selves masters of our magazines of stores, armS| 
and artillery." 

The militia, too, on being dismissed, were gen- 
erally suffered by their officers to carry home with 
them the arms with which they had been fur* 
nished, so that the armory was in a manner scat^ 
tered over all the world, and forever lost to the 
public. 

Then an earnest word is spoken by him in be- 
half of the yeomanry, whose welfare always lay 
near his heart. "You must be fully sensible," 
writes he, " of the hardships imposed upon indi- 
viduals, and how detrimental it must be to the 
public to have farmers and tradesmen frequently 
called out of the field, as militia men, whereby a 
total stop is put to arts and agriculture, without 
which we cannot long subsist." 

1 L*itter to Governor Cooke. Sparks, iv. 285. 
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Ab soon us the Hudson was clear of Ice, a 
uudriiu of veaselii of wur nud triinsjiorts, witii 
re buiidred troops ander Colonel Bird, ascended 
e river. M[;I>ouga!l Lad iulclligeiico of the in- 
nded attack, nnd while th'C ships were makiiif^ 
eir WH^ auross lliti Tuppan Sea snd Haverstraw 
vj, exerted himself to remove ns much as poiisibie 
'.the provisions and stores (o Forts Montgomery 
■d Constitution in the Highlands. On Ihe moru- 
g of the 23d, the whole squadron ciime to an- 
lor in PeekskiU Bay; and five hundred men 
nded in Leni's Cove, on the south side of the 
ij, whence they pushed forward with four light 
tlil-piecea drawn by sailors. Oji theii' approacli, 
LcDoagiiU set lire to the barracks and prindpal 
orehouses, and retreated iiboul two miles tu a 
rong post, commHiidiiig the eutranue to the 
iighlanils, and the road lo Coutineulal Village, 
It! place of the deposits. It wns the post which 
tUt. been noted by Washington in the preceding 
lar, where a small force could tuake n stand, and 
nrl down masses of rock, on their assailants. 
[etico McDougaL sent nn express to Lleutenatit- 
lel Marinus Willet, who bad cliatgu of Fuii 

institution, to liBSIen to his assistance. 

'fhe British, liiidiiig the wharf iu flames where 

ey had intended to embark their spoils, cum- 
pluied the uonflBgration, beside destroying severul 
iiiiull craf^ laden with provisions. They kept 
puessioi) of the place until the following day, 
*b<Ui a scon ling party, which had advanced 
loffurds the entrance of tiie Highlands, was en- 
Miiniered by Colonel Marifjus Willet with a An- 
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tkohniral from Fort Con^tilDtion, uid driven buck 
lt> ih« tnaiu body alter a shnrp skirmish, id whidi 
uiDi> ot' lh« inaraudere were killed. Four inm« 
w«r« sUiu on ibe bauks of Canopas Cr6ek m 
(bey w*r» witiDg fire lo wote boats. The enem; 
Hvr» jiMppotu(«J tD ibe hope of carrying off a 
^rmt >fe«l ol' b>x>tT, aod findiDg Ibe coaotry 
iirvMtki «*» ;fftiia^ unler arms, they coutented 
i^nucvlvw wiib ih^ mbchief tbey bad done, and 
Tvc^Wt^int iu Ui« eTening by moonligbt, who 
iW «b>.>W j«}aduiroa fwrpl down the Hudson. 





CHAPTER IV. 

Bchnjler's ASaars iu the Northern Department. — Misunder- 
standings with Congress. — Gives Offense by a Reproachful 
Letter. — Office of Adjutant-general offered to Gates — De- 
clined by him. — Schuyler reprimanded by Congress for 
his Reproachful Letter. — Gates appointed to the Command 
atTiconderoga. — Schuyler considers himself virtually sus- 
pended. — Takes his Seat as a Delegate to Congress, and 
claims a Court of Inquiry. — Has Command at Philadel- 
phia. 

|E have now to enter upon a tissue of 
circumstances connected with the North- 
ern department, which will be found 
materially to influence the course of affairs in 
Ihat quarter throughout the current year, and 
ultimately to be fruitful of annoyance to Wash- 
ington himself. To make these more clear to the 
reader, it is necessary to revert to events in the 
preceding year. 

The question of command between Schuyler 
and Gates, when settled as we have shown by 
Congress, had caused no interruption to the har- 
mony of intercourse between these generals. 

Schuyler directed the affairs of the department 
vith energy and activity from his head-quarters 
at Albany, where they had been fixed by Con- 
gress, while Gates, subordinate to him, commanded 
tbA post of Ticonderoga. 
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TIte dJMppiHiitinent of an iix 
mnitd. buwfvvr, still raDkled in tl 
liiiirr. Hw) was kept alive bj the < 
lions or ineildlitig friends. In Ili< 
auiuinii, his liopes io this respect i 
ler was again di^'g'usled witli the f 
disciisrge of h\i various and hara: 
Itnd been annoyt-d b_r secliuiiRl je. 
wilL Ilia mtitivt^ and measures 
lif^ited. Tlie litiliires in Canndn \ 
uttil to him, and he bad repeaiedlj 
prv.'s III order an inquiry into the 
innile against liiin, " that be niigt 
g^r tie indulled." 

•• I aitisure jou," writes he to Ga 

of Au;;uat, "that I am so siiicerelj 

iImI I will let my enemies arrive 

tiou of (heir wishes by retiring, as 

bavu bc«n tried ; and attempt to s( 

cuimtry in some other way, wliere 

Irarlion will hnre no temptation to 

On the 14tU of September, he : 

his K»ignat)on of his commisaion a; 

nivl of every other office and app 

chiiinhin; k court of inqtiiry ou hi 

cspvc^^ing hU determination to fn 

of a j;ooil citiieti, and promote I 

iiiitive country, but in some other 

irii*t," writes be, " that my succes; 

may be, w'lW find that matters are 

.ti-riingud in tlii? department as thi 

■ervice will admit. I shall mo 

bint any 

powwr 
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He immediately wrote to General Gates, ap- 
risiDg him of his having sent in his resignation. 
It is much to be lamented," writes he, " that 
ilumny is so much cherished in this unhappy 
imntry, and that so few of the servants of ttie 
qUic escape the malevolence of a set of insidi- 
os miscreants. It has driven me to the necessity 
f resigning." 

As the command of the department, should his 
vngnation be accepted, would of course devolve 
n Gates, he assures him he will render every 
tmstance in his power to any officer whom Gates 
night appoint to command in Albany. 

All his letters to Gates, while they were thus 
B relation in the department, had been kind and 
sonrteous ; begiunning with," My dear general," 
uA ending with, " adieu " and '* every friendly 
iridi." Schuyler was a warm-hearted man, and 
iA expressions were probably sincere. 

The hopes of Gates, inspired by this proffered 
redgnation, were doomed to be again overclouded, 
Bdioyler was informed by President Hancock, 
*that Congress, during the present state of affairs, 
QOold not consent to accept of his resignation : but 
teqoested that he would continue in the command 
he held, and be assured that the aspersions thrown 
Wt by his enemies against his character, had no 
bflaence upon the minds of the members of that 
Boose ; and that more effectually to put calumny 
silence, they would at an early day appoint a 
DOUiiittee to inquire fully into his conduct, which 
liey trusted would establish his reputation in the 
oinioD of all good men." 
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Schuyler received the resolve of Congress with 
grim acquiescence, but showed iu his reply that 
he was but half soothed. "At this very critical 
juncture," writes he, October 16, "I shall w^ve 
those remarks which in justice to myself, I must 
make at a future day. The calumny of my ene- 
mies has arisen to its height. Their malice is in- 
culpable of heiglitening the injury In 

tlie alarming situation of our affairs, I shall con- 
tinue to act some time longer, but Congress must 
prepare to put the care of this department into 
other hands. I shall be able to render my coantiy 
better services in another line : less exposed to a 
repetition of the injuries I have sustained." 

He had remained at his post, therefore, dis- 
charging the various duties of his department with 
his usual zeal and activity ; and Gates, at the end 
of the campaign, had repaired, as we have shown, 
to the vicinity of Congress, to attend the fluctua- 
tion of events. 

Circumstances in the course of the winter had 
put the worthy Schuyler again on points of punctilio 
with Congress. Among some letters intercepted 
by the enemy and retaken by the Americans, was 
one from Colonel Joseph Trumbull, the commis- 
sary-general, insinuating that General Schuyler had 
secreted or suppressed a commission sent for his 
brother, Colonel John Trumbull, as deputy adju- 
tant-general.^ Tlie purport of the letter was re- 

1 The reader may recollect that it was Commissary-general 
Trumbull -who wrote the letter to Gates calculated to indame 
bis jealousy aj^ainst Schuyler, when the question of command 
oad risen between them. (See vol. i. ch. 28.) 
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porlcd to Scliiiyler. He apumed at the intiiniia- 

~f il be true tliat he lias usserted sucL a 

'ilea he to the preaideut, " I shall expect 

from Cougi'ess Ihtit juiJtice -which is due to me." 

Three weeks later he Inclosed to the president 

copy of Trumbuil's letter. " I hope," wrilea 

ke, " Congress will not entertain the least idea 

diftt I can tamely atibmit to such injurious treal- 

meot. I expect they will immediately do what 

incumbent on them on the occaaion. Until 

r. Trumbull and I are upon a footing, I cannot 

what the laws of honor and a regard to my 

n repul-atioci render indispensably necessiLiy 

Congresa can put us on a par by dismiasiug one 

Uie other from the service." 

Congress failed to comply with the general's re- 

est. Tliey added aUo to his chiigrin by dia- 

aaiiig from the service an army physician, iu 

whose Bppointment he had particuLirly interested 

himnelf. 

Schuyler was a prond-sptrited man, and, at 
mes, somewhat irascible. In a lett-er to Con- 
'eas on tile 8th of February, he observed: "As 
T. Stringer had my recoiumeiidaliou to the of- 
» he ha-4 sustained, pet-baps it was a compll- 
ent due to me tJiat I should have been advised 
' the leasou of hb dismission." 
And agnin : " I was Ln hopes some notice 
oidd have been taken of the odious suspicion 
iniatned in Mr, Commissary Trumhull's inter- 
latier. 1 really fetl myself deeply cha- 
grfoed on the occasion. I am iucapable of the 
BKaimesa he Kuspec.ls me ol', and I couGdently 
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expected that CoDgreas woald have done me that 
justioe whidi it was in their power to give, and 
which I hombij conceive thej onj^t to have 
done." 

This letter gave great nmhrage to CSoDgrasiy 
but no immediate answer was made to it 

About this time the office ci adjatant-genenl, 
which had remained vacant ever since the resign 
nation of Colonel Reed, to the great detriment 
of the service, especially now when a new army 
was to be formed, was ofiered to General Grates, 
who had formerly filled it with abili^; and Free* 
ident Hancodc informed him, by letter, of the 
earnest dedre of Congress that he shoold resnme 
it, retaining his present rank and pay. 

Gates almost resented the proposal *^ Uiiless 
the commander-in-chief earnestly makes the same 
request with your Excellency," replies he, ^ all 
my endeavors as adjutant-general would be vain 
and fruitless. I had, last year, the honor to com- 
mand in the second post in America; and had 
the good fortune to prevent the enemy &om 
making their so much wished-for junction with 
Greneral Howe. After this, to be expected to 
dwindle again to the adjutant-general, requires 
more philosophy on my part, and something more 
than words on yours." ^ 

He wrote to Washington to the same effect, 
but declared that, should it be his Excellency's 
wish, ho would resume the office with alacrity. 

Washington promptly replied that he had often 
wished it in secret, though he had never even 

1 Gates' Pap&n. N. Y. H. Lib. 
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tiiDted at it, supposing Gates might have scruples 

" Ton cannot conceivo the pleas- 
I feel," adds he, " when you tell me ihat, if it 
my desire that you should reeume your former 
olfice, you will with cheerfulness aud alacrity 
proceed to Morriatown." He ihanks him for 
this mark of attention to his wishes ; assures 
faim that he looks ujion his resumption of the 
ily means of giving form and re_^- 
olarity lo the new army ; and will be glad to 
line from him meutioaing the time he 
■would leave Philadelphia. 

~ Ived no such line. Gates had a liigher 

A letter from Schuyler to Cou- 
iiiformed that body that he should set 
out for Philadelphia ahout the 21st of March, 
should immediately on his arrival reijuire 
promised inquiry inio his conduct. Gates, 
<of oOTij'se, was acquainted with this circumstance. 
He knew Schuyler had given offense to Cou- 
gress; he kuew that he had heen offended on 
lus own pai't, and bad repeatedly talked of re- 
ngning. He had active friends in Congress 
rrady to push his interests. On the 12tli of 
March his letter to President Hatjcock aliout 
the proffereii adjutancy was read, and ordered 
to be taken into consideration on the following 

On the 13th, a committee of live was ap- 
pcinted to confer with him upon the general 
ittte of affairs. 

On the 15lh, the letter of General Schuyler , 
of the 3d of February which had given sudi I 
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offense, was brought before the House, and it 
was resolved that his suggestion concerning the 
dismission of Dr. Stringer, was highly deroga* 
tory to the honor of Congress, and that it was 
expected his letters in future would be written 
in a style suitable to the dignity of the represen- 
tative body of these free and independent States, 
and to his own character as their officer. His 
expressions, too, respecting the intercepted letter, 
that he had expected Congress would have done 
him all the justice in their power, were pro- 
nounced, " to say the least, ill-advised and highly 
indecent." ^ 

While Schuyler was thus in partial eclipse, 
the House proceeded to appoint a general offi- 
cer for the Northern department, of which he 
liad stated it to be in need. 

On the 25th of March, Gates received the 
following note from President Hancock ; " I 
have it in charge to direct that you repair to 
Ticonderoga immediately, and take command of 
the army stationed in that department." 

Gates obeyed with alacrity. Again the vision 
of an independent command floated before his 
mind, and he was on his way to Albany, at the 
time that Schuyler, ignorant of this new arrange- 
ment, was journeying to Philadelphia. Gates 
was accompanied by Brigadier-general Fermois, 
ii French ollioer, recently commissioned in the 
continental army. A rumor of his approach 
preceded liini. - What are the terms ou which 
Gates is coming on?'' was asked in Albany. 

* Journals of Coiiij ress. 
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" Has Schuyler been superseded, or is he to be 

BO, or has he resigned?" For a time all was 

rumor and conjecture. A report reached his 

&mily that he was to be divested of all titles 

and rank other than that of Philip Schujler, 

Esquire. They heard it with joy, knowing the 

carking cares and annoyances that had beset him 

Iq his command. His military Mends deprecated 

it as a great loss to the service.^ 

When Gates arrived in Albany, Colonel Var- 
ick, Schuyler's secretary, waited on him with a 
message from Mrs. Schuyler, inviting him to take 
up his quarters at the generars house, which was 
in the vicinity. He declined, as the dispatch of 
affairs required him to be continually in town ; 
but took his breakfast with Mrs. Schuyler the 
next morning. He remained in Albany, unwil- 
ling to depart for Ticonderoga until there should 
be sufficient troops tliere to support him. 

Schuyler arrived in Philadelphia in the sec- 
ond week in April, and found himself superseded 
in effect by General Gates in the Northern de- 
partment. He inclosed to the committee of Al- 
bany the recent resolutions of Congress, passed 
before his arrival " By these," writes he, " you 
will readily perceive that I shall not return a 
general. Under what influence it has been 
brought about, I am not at liberty now to men- 
tion. On my return to Albany, I shall give the 
committee the fullest information." ^ 

1 Letter of Colonel Richard Varick. Schuyler's Lettei 
Book. ^ 
s Schuyler's L'ttter Book. 
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lykang lut seat in Cbngren as a ddegate froM 
New Ycurk, he dennnded tlie promiaed inTeati- 
gatioa of his oondoct during die time he had 
hdd a ooBunand in the ann j. It was his in- 
tentien, when the acrotmj IukI taken plaoe^ to 
resign hia oommisrion, and retire from tfae aer^ 
^ce. On the 18th, a committee of inqniij was 
appointed, as at his request, oonqKiaed of s mem- 
ber from eadi State. 

In the mean time, as seoond major-genersl of 
the United States (Lee bdng the first), he held 
active eonmiand at Phihdelphia, finmung a camp 
on the western side of the Ddaware, completing 
the works on Fort Island, throwing up works on 
Red Bank, and accelerating the dispatch of tiroopa 
and proraions to the commander-in-chief. Dur- 
ing kis sojourn at Philadelphia, also, he contrib- 
uted essentially to reorganise tlie commissary d^ 
partment; digesting rules for its regulation, whidi 
were mainly adi^tod by Congress. 
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SHE fame of the American struggle for 
independence was briuging foreign of- 
[ ficer^ as candidates for admission ialo 
liie patriot arm^, and causing great embari'nBS- 
■ tlie comin an der-in -chief. " They sel- 
dom," writes Woirhington, " bring more than a 
tommisaion and a passport ; which we know may 
btlung to a bad as well as a good officer. Their 
igiioranue of our language, and tijeir inability to 
recrnit mea, tire insurmountable obstacles to tiieir 
being engrafted in our continental battalions; tor 
oar officers', who have raised their men, and have 
ferved througii the war upon pay that has not 
hitherto borne their expenses, would be disgusted 
if foreigners were put over their heads ; and I 
uenre you, few or none of these genilemen look 
lovrer thou fleld-otHcers' conunissions. 
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Some general mode of disposing of them muft 
1)1' adopted, for it is angeneroos to keep them in 
sii>pense, and a great charge to themselves ; but 
1 am at a loss to know how to point out tlus 
mode." 

Congress determined that no foreign officers 
should receive commissions who were not well ao* ] 
quainted with the English language, and did not 
bring strong testimonials of their abilities. Still 
there was embarrassment. Some came with brevet 
commissions from the French government, and 
had been assured by Mr. Deane, American com- 
missioner at Paris, that they would have the same 
rank in the American army. This would put 
them above American officers of merit and hard 
service, whose commissions were of more recent 
date. One Monsieur Ducoudray, on the strength 
of an agreement with Mr. Deane, expected to have 
tlie rank of major-general, and to be put at the 
head of the artillery. Washington deprecated 
the idea of intrusting a department on which the 
very salvation of the army might depend, to a 
foreigner, who had no other tie to bind him to the 
interests of the country than honor ; besides, he 
observed, it would endanger the loss to the service 
of General Knox, " a man of great military read- 
ing, sound judgment, and clear perceptions. He 
has conducted the affairs of that department with 
honor to himself and advantage to the public, and 
will resign if any one is put over him." 

In fact, the report that Ducoudray was to be a 
major-general, with a commission dated \i\ the 
preceding year, caused a commotion among the 
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Ajnerican officers of that rank, but whose com- 
missions were of later date. Congress eventually 
determined not to ratify the contract entered into 
between Mr. Deane and Monsieur Ducoudray, and 
resolved that the commissions of foreign officers 
received into the service, should bear date on the 
day of their being filled up by Wasliington. 

Among the foreign candidates for appointments 
was one Colonel Conway, a native of Ireland, but 
who, according to his own account, had been thirty 
years in the service of France, and claimed to be 
a chevalier of the order of St. Louis, of which 
^ wore the decollation. Mr. Deane had recom- 
inended him to Washington as an officer of merit, 
find had written to Congress that he considered 
Wm well qualified for the office of adjutant or 
brigadier-general, and that he had given him 
^son to hope for one or the other of these appoint- 
naents. Colonel Conway pushed for that of brig- 
adier-general. It had been conferred some time 
before by Congress on two French officers, De 
Fermois and Deborre, who, he had observed, had 
been inferior to him in the French service, and it 
would be mortifying now to hold rank below them. 
"I cannot pretend," writes Washington to the 
president, " to speak of Colonel Conway's merits 
or abilities of my own knowledge. He appears 
to be a man of candor, and, if he has been in ser- 
vice as long as he says, I should suppose him in- 
finitely better qualified to serve us than many who 
have been promoted ; as he speaks our language." 
Conway accordingly received the rank of brig- 
adier-general, of which he subsequently proved 
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himself aDworthy. He was boastful and pre* 
sumptuous, and became noted for his intrigues, 
and for a despicable cabal against the commander- 
in-chief, which went by his name, and of which 
we shall have to speak hereafter. 

A candidate of a different stamp had presented 
himself in the preceding year, the gallant, generous- 
spirited, Thaddeus Kosciuszko. He was a Pole, 
of an ancient and noble family of Lithuania, and 
bad been educated for the profession of arms at 
the military school at Warsaw, and subsequently 
in France. Disappointed in a love aflTair with a 
beautiful lady of rank with whom he had at- 
tempted to elope, he had emigrated to this country, 
and came provided with a letter of introduction 
from Dr. Franklin to Washington. 

'* What do you seek here ? ** inquired the com- 
mander-in-chief. 

" To fight for American independence." 

" What can you do ? " 

^ Try me." 

Washington was pleased with the curt, yet 
comprehensive reply, and with his chivalrous air 
ani spirit, and at once received him into his family 
as an aide-de-camp.^ Congress shortly afterwards 
appointed him an engineer, with the rank of col- 
onel. He proved a valuable officer throughout 
the Revolution, and won an honorable and lasting 
name in our country. 

Amonjj the regiments which had been formed 
in the spring, one had been named by its officers 
" The Congress' Own," and another " Greneral 
1 Foreign Quarterly Beview^ vol. xv. p. 114. 



WASHINGTON'S GUARDS, 49 

Washington's Life Guards." A resolve of Con- 
gress promptly appeared, pronouncing those ap- 
pellations improper, and ordering that they should 
be discontinued. Washington's own modesty had 
already administered a corrective. In a letter to 
the President of Congress, he declared that the 
regiments had been so named without his consent 
or privity. " As soon as I heard of it," writes 
he, " 1 wrote to several of the officers in terms 
of severe reprehension, and expressly charged 
them to suppress the distinction, adding that all 
the battalions were on the same footing, and all 
uiider the general name of Continental." No 
man was less desirous for all individual distinctions 
of the kind. 

Somewhat later he really formed a company 
for his guard. Colonel Alexander Spotswood had 
the selection of the men, four from each regiment ; 
and was chaiged to be extremely cautious, " be- 
cause," writes Washington, " it is more than prob- 
able that, in the course of the campaign, my bag- 
gage, papere, and other matters of great public 
import, may be committed to the sole care of 
these men." That the company might look well, 
and be nearly of a size, none were to be over five 
feet ten, nor under five feet nine inches in stature, 
and to be sober, young, active, and well-made, of 
good character, and proud of appearing clean and 
soldierlike. As there would be a greater chance 
for fidelity among siich as had family connections 
in the country, Spotswood was charged to send 
none but natives, and, if possible, men of some 

property. " I must insist," concludes Washington, 
VOL. m. 4 
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''that, in making this choice, jou give no intimation 
of my preference of natives, as I do not want to 
create any invidious distinction between them and 
the officers." ^ 

Questions of rank among his generals, were, as 
we have repeatedly shown, perpetual souroes of 
perplexity to Washington, and too often caused 
by what the sarcastic Lee termed '' the stumuhngs 
of Congress ; " such was the case at presenL In 
recent army promotions, Congress had advanced 
Stirling, Mifflin, St. Clair, Stephen, and Lincoln, 
to the rank of major-general, while Arnold, their 
senior in service, and distinguished by s^o many 
brilliant exploits, was passed over and left to re- 
main a brigadier. 

Washington was surprised at not seeing his 
name on the list, but supposing it might have been 
omitted through mistake, he wrote to Arnold, who 
was at Providence in Rhode Island, advising him 
not to take any hasty step in consequence, Dul to 
allow time for recollection, promising his own en- 
deavors to remedy any error that might have been 
made. He wrote also to Henry Lee in Congress, 
inquiring whether the omission was owing to ac- 
cident or design. *' Surely," said he, " a more 
active, a more spirited, and sensible officer, ^fiUs 
no department of your army. Not seeing him, 
then, in the list of major-generals, and no mention 
made of him, has given me uneasiness ; as it is 
not presumed, being the oldest brigndier, that he 
will continue in service under such a slight." 

Arnold was, in truth, deeply wounded by the 
1 Sparks. WritinfjB of Wahington^ \y. 407. 
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riamisston. "I am greatly obliged to your Excel- 
l^leiiey," writes Im to Wiishinuton, "for interesting 
Idureelf so much in respuct to my uppoiiitmeiit, 
wliiuli I hftve liiid no advice of. tiud know not by 
wlint means it was aimounced iu tbe pnpure. 
Gjiigress undoubtedly have a riglit of prornoliiig 
itioaQ whom, from their abilities, nnd their loiiji; 
iind arduous services, they esteem miisi desurviiig. 
Tlieir pi-omotiug juitior offiuera to the rank of mii- 
jur-geiierals, I view us a vary civil way of request- 
ing my resignnlioii, aa utiquiiIiGed fur the offii.'e 
I liold. My commission was conferred unsolic- 
ited, aad received^ith pleasure only as a meuiia 
of serTiiig ray country. With equal pleasure I 
tvstgn it, when I can no longer serve my country 
filli honor, Tiie person wlio, void of the nice 
liieliiigs of iionor, will tamely condesceiid to give 
up his riglit, and retain a commissiun at tlie ex- 
])«ttHe of his reputation, I hold as a disgrace to iha 
army, and uiiwortliy of the glorious cause in 

"iiioli we are engaged In justice, 

iberefore, to my own charucter, and for the fat- 
isfnciiou of ray frieuda, I must request a court 
Cif iiiqniry into my eouduct; and though I sensi- 
bly feel the ingratitude of my countrymen, yet 
evury penional hijury shall be buried in my zeal 
for the salety and happiness of my country, in 
whoite cause I have repeatedly fought and bled, 
imd am ready at all times to risk my life." 

He subsequently intimated thai he should avoid 
Day linsly step, anil should remain at bis post uu- 
lil he could leave it withoijl any diimage to tho 
onblic inlenist. 
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A» oppwtwutT oto wtwl befim k^ for Ar- 

XT* amowit of siorw destrared at FtekskiU 
h*I fidlra &r short of GeDei«l'How«'k uqteetar 
iK>i.?. ^Malethill9 •now mu;»t be done to cripple 
the Amenows before the opeuing of the campaig... 
Ac^nlmglT, moUkst expediiion whs set on foot 
.gH.Q.t .» still krger dep«it at Danbury, within 
the borders of Connecticut, «,d between twenty 
and thirty mdea from Peekskill. ' 

Ex-governor Trjron, recently commissioned ma- 
jor-gceral of pn..i„ei„|s, conducted i,, l^^^ 



EXPEDITIOH AGAINST DANBURY. 

by BrlgHdier-gciieral Agnew an.l Sir WiUl 
iErsklue. Hu liwl ti mongrel furce two lliou-f 
atroiig ; AinecicHti, Ii'isli, atxi B 
from variuus pnrts of the UDJitiiient; iitid mmie 
ppearsnce on the Sound in tiii; lalier part of 
1, witli a deel of tirenly-Bix suil. ^rtatly lu tiie 
it of every asstulHble plitce itlong tlie const. 
llie 25th, towards evetitug. he landed hid lriiu[}a 
e beHch Ht the foot of Cnriepo Hill, iienr the 
A\ of the Saogaluck River, Thi: yeomanry . 
iLUighborliood had A9S<;mbled to Tva\*t thur 
few caniii>n-!>liot made ttiein give wny, antti 
troops set off fur Duubury, about tn-enty-tlir< 
S diataiit ; galled at lii-at by a au 
1 behind u stone fence. They ne 

.eigliborhood. Geueral Silliman, of tba| 
iieciitut militia, who resided at Fiiirfield, 
miles dislaiil, sent out expreasea to rouse th 
Ury. It so buppeued thiit Grtsiiuriil Arnold 
at New Httveii, between twenty iind lliirly i 

on Ills wiiy lo I'hiliidelphia lor the pur- 
i of settling his accounts. At the ale 
i«h inroad, lie forgot his injuries and iri'ilaLian, ] 
Uled bis horse, and, accoinpiuiieii by Geiiurat J 
er, hastened to join General 
spurred forward, every farm-house sent out ■ 
Mrriur, until upwards of a hunilr 

with them, full of the fighting spirit. Lieu- 
nt Oswald, Arnold's sed'elary in the Caniula 
who hail led the forlorn hope in the nl- 
it upou Qiitb<^c, was at this time at New Ha- 
eiilisting men fiir Lamb's regiment of arlilltrry. 
loo, lieard the note of alarm, i 
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his rocniits, maroluHl off with three field-piec« 
tor I he siviie of action." ^ 

III the mean while the British, marching all 
night with short huttings, reached Daubury about 
tx\-o oVlvK'k in the afterno*m of the 26th. There 
were but lirtv Continental soldiers and one bun 
dr^nl militia in the plaee. These retreated, s& 
did nuv«t of the inhabitants excepting such as re 
maine\l to take ojire of the sick and aged. Foui 
men, intoxi^'ateiU as it was said, fired upon tb 
lrvv^[v« tKnu the windv^\>-s of a large house. Th< 
8oWier!» rusheil iiu dn»ve them into the cellar, se 
tirv* to the house, and left them to perish in th< 
tl^mes, 

Theiv w?^ ^ grt*at quantity of stores of all kind 

in the YiUag^\ and no vehicles to convey them t 

th^ >hi(v^ The work of destruction coinraencec 

The sv»Kuers made tVw with the liquors found i 

abutivtHtK\% 5 ai^d throughout the greater part o 

th^ rwiihi tht>iv w«is revet* drunkennes^s blasphem; 

x-^ikI vJ^\ ^^t^tivnu IVvvnu full of anxiety, and awai 

tU^U iho vvuutrv WAS rising, orvlennl a retreat b 

ivMv vU^yti^i^^txt, settiu^ tire to the magazines to cor 

^^vtv ihc vUvx^ruotkni vyf ilie stor^sL The flam 

*i'iv«d 5v^ tbv vviher eviidA^ and almv^si the who 

^' '\^v vv^H s^vit iu ii v.i.,, ri.e extreme dar 

■v'^- o. -K r.ii-N ..'..:, ,VA.i<' i:v cv^:i!»Av:rHtion mo 

^ ■ ^o ; vvxv >vviu\< ••....i Uv-, c-u;Svioted at Da 
'^< t * 'N .: ^^x .c ,v;;.ov:;: ^vumie:^ h 
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[ud nilrniiced rI the bend orfive bundrecl. Gi^niiral 
unlet anil Arnold jo mtiil h\a\ witli iheir diaiice 
uwera, as did a few more rnilitlii. A liunvy 
a retnrdBd Iheir march; ft waa near midnight 
irli«n lli«y readied Bethel, within four miles of 
Dttniiary. Here they baited, lo lake a litilo r*. 
pw Mid put their arms in order, rendered almost 
muervicBable by the rain. They were iiow about 
IX hnndred Btroitg; Woostor look the oommmid, 
U Eist mnjor- general of the militia of the Staler 
'Hiougli in the sixty-eiglilli year of his age, he 
'Ws full of ardor, with almoat youthful fire and 
^ A plan was concerted Id punish tlie eii- 
n ttieir relrent ; and llie lurid light of Daii- 
iu flamea redoubled the provocation. At 
hwD of day, Woosler detiidieJ Arnold willi four 
tandred niei), to push acrona the country find lidte 
It at Ridgetield, by which the Briliiih must pass; 
'Vhlle he with two huudred remniited, to hang on 
d hanifls them in flank and rear, 
ThH British began their retreat early in the 
J, conducting it in regulw style, With flank- 
ig purticB, and a rear-guard well furniabed with 
iRiUery. As soon as they had passed his posi- 
I, Wiiosler attacked the rear-gnaiil with gi'eat 
ri( and effect; there was sharp skirmishing un- 
wilhin two miles of Ridgetield, when, aa the 
eleran was t-heerirjg on his men, who began to 
lltrer, B muiiket ball brou{;ht him down from liis 
I, Kiid fliiished his galliint career. On bia 
U h» men retreated in disorder. 
The delay wliidi liis Hiinuk had occasioned to 
'e eoemy, had given Aruold time lo throw up a 
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Arnold was again in the field, with his ralh'ed 
forces strengthened by Lieutenant-colonel Oswald 
with two companies of Lamb's artillery regiment 
and three field-pieces. "With these he again posted 
liimself on the enemy's route. 

Difficulties and annoyances had multiplied upon 
the latter at every step. When they came in sight 
of the position where Arnold was waiting for 
them, they changed their route, wheeled to the 
left, and made for a ford of Saugatuck River. 
Arnold hastened to cross the bridge and take them 
in flank, but they were too quick for him. Col- 
onel Lamb had now reached the scene of action, as 
had about two hundred volunteers. Leaving to 
Oswald the charge of the artillery, he put him- 
self at the head of the volunteers, and led them 
up to Arnold's assistance. 

The enemy, finding themselves hard pressed, 
pujihed for CanepoUill. They reached it in the 
evening, without a round of ammunition in their 
cartridge-boxes. As they were now within can- 
non-shot of their ships, the Americans ceased 
the pursuit. The British formed upon high 
ground, brou£!:ht their artillery to the front, and 
sent off to the ships for reinforcements. Sir 
William Erskine landed a large body of marines 
and sailors, who drove the Americans back for 
some distance, and covered the embarkation of 
the troops. Colonel Lamb, while leading on his 
men gallantly to capture the British field-pieces, 
was wounded by a grape-shot, and Arnold, while 
cheering on the militia, had another horse shot 
tfuder him. In the mean time, the harassed niu- 
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tL-ri:'-" iu'..r^'t«<*» V ^MLi-s^ j*' 3tr^ r^»¥v3L The 
:3;.ti;r - .-^ • .-t^fto Mius:-.t ^rOL A Tirwer spirit 
''I ».->Lt.' t— .1.^ •.»;. ' -*uiiBfr iv'icrse ckmU be 
::sac:u *:ii«,u Tvvu.c stii: ~^nL }%:ca^ Is is plain 

las- :at: ii>cru'%i>i\ o :f iitj iij:aiii*«c^ 5 Tbis must 
iiriKUiL .no. .Tit: :*'»Ui»:a, :r ii«s^ ,5i3: t* ao de- 
:!&u:a: ji ^ajt* -&=»>; vi:;^ ,*c us X-rc^fcxrt s^wtieni 
Ii i&^ UL xaaa^u'7 ,'i;:^:*.iiniscv2c^ sxui: sach is the 

wT^as Gccesv * wifcjcL :j.< irr^sKc:; ia support ol 
General Scc-:t]rjir'a> ^tszaizji Tra;? laiiv*?^ upon 
Coair^s?^ ii^i m.^c ttc ct iccaecoiv s;*v» • the sec- 
o&i r»:«i UDOci ;3B5 ccdLneii; ~«;jx: cunmiorii will 
be a: or near PctkiiilL Tcicn* Gener:^! Schuyler 

m 

oa;2h: to so an-i coaa^ian'I ; :r.dis « lii W the corij 
iu tbe xxwuth of ihe New York cories« Hod the 
eneiDT's mrmy. He will ihea lie near the conven- 
tioQ and ill the centre ot ihe colony, have a military 
cUesU and all tiie insignia oi ot!ice. This command 
in honor could not be rvtustrJ. wiihout owning there 
is s^iinelhiiig more alluring than oomman.l to Gen- 
eral Schuyler, by fixing him at Albany. By 
nr^in^' this matter home vou would have proved 
Ihe man. lie would have re^igned all command, 
hav(} acc<ipted the government of New York, and 
U'Aiii (ixed to a station where he must do gcx)d, 
and which c<iuld not interfere with, or prevent any 
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arrangement Congress have made, or noay here- 
after make. Unhappy State ! That has but one 
man ill it who can fix the wavering minds of its 
inhabitants to the side of freedom ! How could 
you sit patiently, and, uncontradicted, suffer such 
impertinence to be crammed down your tliroats ? " 
"Why is it nonsense," pursues Gates, "to 
station the commanding general in the Northern 
department at Ticonderoga ? Was it not the uni- 
form practice of the royal army all last war? 
Nothing is more certain than that the enemy 
must first possess that single rock before they can 

penetrate the country It is foolish 

in the extreme, to believe the enemy this year 
can form any attack from the northward but by 
Tioonderop^a. "Where, then, ought the command- 
ing general to be posted ? Certainly at Ticon- 
deroga. If General Schuyler is solely to possess 
all the power, all the intelligence, and that par- 
ticular favorite, the military chest, and constantly 
reside at Albany, I cannot, with any peace of 
mind, serve at Ticonderoga." ^ 

This letter was dispatched by private hand to 
Philadelphia. 

While Gates was in this mood, his aide-de-camp, 
Major Troup, reported an unsuccessful applica- 
tion to the commander-in-chief for tents. In the 
petulance of the moment, Gates addressed the 
following letter to Washington. " Mnjor Troup 
upon being disappointed in procuring tents at 
Fishkill, acquaints me that he went to head-quar- 

^ Letter to Jas. Lovell of Massachusetts. Gates's Papert, 
N. T. Hist Lib. 
Tou in. 5 
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ters to implore your Excellency's aid in that par- 
ticular for the Northern army. He says yonr 
Excellency told him you should want every tent 
upon the continent for the armies to the south- 
ward, and that you did not see any occasion the 
Northern army could have for tents, for, being a 
fixed post, they might hut. Refusing this armj 
what you have not in your power to bestow, is 
one thing," adds Gates, '^but saying that this 
army has not the same necessities as the Southera 
armies, is another. I can assure your Excellencjf 
the service of the northward requires tents af 
much as, any service I ever saw." 

However indignant Washington may have fell 
at the disrespectful tone of this letter, and the 
unwarrantable imputation of sectional partiality 
contained in it, he contented himself with a grave 
and measured rebuke. '* Can you suppose,' 
writes he, '• if there had been an ample supply of 
tents for the whole army, that I should have hes- 
itated one moment in complying with your de 
mand ? I told Major Troup that on account of 
our loss at Danbnry there would be a scarcity of 
tents ; that our army would be a moving one, am 
that consequently nothing but tents would serv< 
our turn ; and that, therefore, as there would b< 
the greatest probability of your being stationary 
you should endeavor to cover your troops witl 
barracks and huts. Certainly this was not a re 
fusal of tents, but a request that you should, ii 
uur contracted situation, make every shift to d( 
without tlem, or at least with as few as po& 
»iblo. 

^ Gates's Papers. 
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"The Northern army is, and ever has been, as 
much the object of my care and attention as the 

oue immediately under my command 

I will make particular inquiry of the quartermas- 
ler-general, concerning his prospect and expecta- 
tions as to the article of tents ; and if, as I said 
before, there appears a sufficiency for the whole 
army, you shall most willingly have your share. 
But, if there is not, surely that army whose move- 
loeut is uncertain, must give up its claims for the 
present to that which must inevitably tiike the 
field the moment the weather will admit, and 
must continue in it the whole campaign." ^ 

Notwithstanding this reply. Gates persisted in 
imputing sectional partiality to the commander-in- 
cliief, and sought to impart the Same idea to Con- 
gress. " Either I am exceedingly dull or unrea- 
sonably jealous," writes he to his correspondent 
Mr. Lovell, " if I do not discover by the style 
and tenor of the letters from Morristown how 
little I have to expect from thence. Generals 
are so far like parsons, they are all for christening 
their own child first ; but, let an impartial mod- 
erating power decide between us and do not 
suffer Southern prejudices to weigh htavier in the 
balance than the Northern." ^ 

A letter from Mr. Lovell, dated the 23d of 
May, put an end to tiie suspense of the general 
»^ith respect to his position. ** Misconceptions of 
past resolves and consequent jealousies," writes 
l» " have prod iced a definition of the Northern 

1 WatMngtofCs Wiitings^ Sparks, iv. 427. 
s Gates's Papers^ N. Y. Hist. Lib. 
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Philadelphiti, his bosom swelling with imfigiii 
wrongs. He arrived there on the 18th. The t 
day at noon, Mr. Boger Sherman, an Easi 
delegate, informed Congress that General G 
was waiting at the door, and wished admitta 

^ For what purpose ? " it was asked. 

^ To communicate iutelligenoe of tmportan 
replied Mr. Sherman. 

Gates was acoordinglj nshered in, took his 
in an elbow chair, and proceeded to give o 
news concerning the Indians ; their friendly 
positions, their delight at seeing French offi 
in the American service, and other matters of 
kind ; then, drawing forth some papers from 
pocket, he opened upon the real object of 
visit ; stating from his notes, in a flurried and 
jointed manner, the easy and happy life he 
lefl to take up arms for the liberties of Amer 
and how strenuously he had exerted himself ic 
defense ; how that some time in March he had t 
appointed to a command in the Northern dep 
ment ; but that a few days since, without hai 
given any cause of offense, without accusation, w 
out trial, without hearing, without notice, he 
received a resolution by which he was, in a r 
disgraceful manner, superseded in his comm! 
Here his irritated feelings got the better of 
judgment, and he indulged in angry reproa( 
of Congress, and recitals of a conversation wl 
had taken place between him and Mr. Duan 
member of the House, whom he -considered 
enemy. Here Mr. Duane rose, and addres; 
himself to the president, hoped the general w( 
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observe order, and cease any personal observations, 
as he could not, in CJongress, enter into any con- 
troversy with him upon the subject of former 
conversations. 

Other of the members took fire ; the conduct 
of the general was pronounced disrespectful to the 
House, and unworthy of himself, and it was moved 
and seconded that he be requested to withdraw. 
Some of the Eastern delegates opposed the motion, 
and endeavored to palliate his conduct. A wordy 
clamor ensued, during which the general stood, 
his papers in his hand, endeavoring several times 
to be heard, but the clamor increasing, he with- 
drew with the utmost indignation. It was then 
determined that he should not again be admitted 
on the floor ; but should be informed that Congress 
were ready and willing to hear, by way of me- 
morial, any grievances of which he might have to 
complain.^ 

^ Letter of the Hon Wm. Daer. Schuyler*s Paper $. 
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ngn, Washington ordered Qintxm to poBt is good 
A number of troops frcHn his garrison as he codU 
spare, on the mountains west of the riven 

In the month of May, he vrites to General 
McDougall: ^The imperfect state of the fortifi- 
cations of Fort Montgomery gives me great dih 
easiness, because I think, from a concarrenoe of 
circumstances, that it begins to look as if the eoh 
emy intended to turn their view towards the 
North River instead of the Delaware. I there- 
fore desire that Greneral George Clinton, and 
yourself, will fall upon eveiy measure to put the 
fortifications in such a state that they may at least 
resist a sudden attack, and keep the enemy enn 
ployed till reinforcements may arrive. If the 
North River is their object, they cannot accom- 
plish it unless they withdraw their forces from 
the Jerseys, and Uiat they cannot do unknown to 
to us." 

On the 12th of May, General Greene received 
instructions from Washington to proceed to the 
Highlands, and examiue the state and condition 
of the ibrts, especially Fort Montgomery: the 
probability of an attack by water, the practica- 
bility of an approach by land ; where and how 
this could be effected, and the eminences whence 
the forts could be annoyed. Tliis done, and the 
opinions of the general officers present having 
been consulted, he was to give such orders and 
make such disposition of the troops as might 
appear necessary for the greater security of the 
passes by land and water. Wlien reconnoitering 
the Higlilands in the preceding year, Washington 
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had remarked a wild and rugged pass on the west- 
ern side of the Hudson round Bull Hill, a rocky, 
forest-clad mountain, forming an advance rampart 
at the entrance to Peekskill Bay. ** This pass," 
he observed, " should also be attended to, lest the 
^emy hy a coup de main should possess themsMves 
ofitf before a sufficient force cotdd he assembled to 
oppose them" Subsequent events will illustrate, 
though unfortunately, the sagacity and foresight 
of this particular instruction. 

General Knox was associated with General 
Greene in this visit of inspection. They ex- 
amined the river and the passes of the Highlands 
in company with Generals McDougall, George 
Clinton, and Anthony Wayne. The latter, re- 
cently promoted to the rank of brigadier, had 
just returned from Ticonderoga. Tlie five gen- 
erals made a joint report to Washington, in which 
they recommended the completion of the obstruc- 
tions in the river already commenced. These 
consisted of a boom, or heavy iron chain, across 
the river from Fort Montgomery to Anthony's 
Nose, with cables stretched in front to break the 
force of any ship under way, before she could 
strike it. The boom was to be protected by the 
guns of two ships and two row galleys stationed 
just above it, and by batteries on shore. This, it 
Was deemed, would be sufficient to prevent the 
enemy's ships from ascending the river. If these 
obstructions could be rendered effective, they did 
«ot think the enemy would attempt to operate by 
^nd, "the passes through the Highlands being 
^ exceedingly difficult." 
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Var ; that the report of the board was confirmed 
y Congress, but that Arnold was still left ag- 
fieved and unredressed in point of rank. 

The important command of the Hudson being 
.eclined by Arnold, was now given to Putnam, 
vlio repaired forthwith to Peekskill. General 
blcDougall was requested by Washington to aid 
lie veteran in gaining a knowledge of the post. 
• You are well acquainted," writes he, " with the 
>ld gentleman's temper; he is active, disinterested, 
tiid open to conviction." 

Puinam set about promptly to carry into effect 
•te measures of security which Greene and Knox 
lad recommended ; especially the boom and chain 
It Fort Montgomery, about which General George 
Clinton had busied himself. Putnam had a pe- 
CJuliar fancy for river obstructions of the kind. A 
large part of the New York and New England 
troops were stationed at this post, not merely to 
guard the Hudson, but to render aid either to 
the Eastern or Middle States in case of exigency. 

About this time, Washington had the satisfac- 
tion of drawing near to him his old fi'iend and 
travelling companion, Dr. James Craik, the same 
Mrho had served with him in Braddock's cam- 
paign, and had voyaged with him down the Ohio ; 
for whom he now procured the appointment of 
assistant director-general of the hospital depart- 
tnent of the Middle district, which included the 
States between the Hudson and the Potomac. 
In offering the situation to the doctor, he writes, 
**You know how far you may be benefited or in- 
jured by such an appointment, and whether it ia 
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rre, Wayne, Dehaas, Conway, and Max \^ ell. 
ese were apportioned into five divisions of 
} brigades each, under Major-generals Greene, 
jphen, Sullivan, Lincoln, and Stirling. The 
illery was commanded by Knox. Sullivan, 
h his division, was stationed on the right at 
incetf»n. With the rest of his force Washing- 
fortified himself in a position naturally strong, 
ong hills, in the rear of the village of Middle- 
ok. His camp was, on all sides, difficult of 
jroach, and he rendered it still more so by in- 
achments. The high grounds about it com- 
Qded a wide view of the country around 
answick, the road to Philadelphia, and the 
rse of the Raritan, so that the enemy could 
b no important movement on laud, without 
perceiving it. 

[t was now the beautiful season of the year, 
the troops from their height beheld a fertile 
well cultivated country spread before them, 
linted with meadows, green fields, and or- 
rds, studded with villages, and affording abun- 
t supplies and forage." A part of their duty 
i to guard it from the ravage of the enemy, 
le they held themselves ready to counteract 
movements in every direction. 
)n the 31st of May, reports were brought to 
p that a fleet of a hundred sail had left New 
'k, and stood out to sea. Whither bound, and 
r freighted, was unknown. If they carried 
•ps, their destination might be Delaware Bay. 
hteen transports, also, had arrived at New 
k, with troops in foreign uniforms. Were 
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New York, and crossing into the Jerseys, set 
his head-quarters at Brunswick. 
As soon as Washington ascertained that Sir 
iUiam's attention was completely turned to this 
arter, he determined to strengthen his position 
th all the force that could be spared from other 
rts, so as to be able, in case a favorable oppor- 
lity presented, to make an attack upon the en- 
ly; in the mean time, he would harass them 
th his light militia troops, aided by a few Con- 
entals, so as to weaken their numbers by oon- 
ual skirmishes. With this view, he ordered 
iiieral Putnam to send down most of the con- 
ental troops from Peekskill, leaving only a 
mber sufficient, in conjunction with the militia, 
guard that post against surprise. They were to 
3ceed in three divisions, under Generals Par- 
is, McDougall, and Glover, at one day's march 
tant from each other. 

Arnold, in this critical juncture, had been put 

command of Philadelphia, a post which he * 

i been induced . to accept, although the ques- 

Q of rank had not been :idjusted to his satis- 

lion. His command embraced the western 

Qk of the Delaware with all its fords and 

sses, and he took up his station there with a 

ong body of militia, supported by a few 

•ntin entals, to oppose any attempt of the 

emy to cross the river. He was instructed 

Washington to give him notice by expresses, 

'Sled on the road, if any fleet should appear 

Delaware Bay; and to endeavor to concert 

▼OL. 111. 6 
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ognals with the camp of SoQmn aft Prinoeto 
bj alann fires apoQ the hills. 

On the night of the 13th cxf June, Gesm 
How« sallied forth in great force firom Brm 
wide, »s if poshing directlj for the Ddawa 
hot 1^ adranced guard halted at Somovet oou 
house, abont eight or nine miles distant. A 
prised of this moTement, Washington at da 
break reconncHteicd the enemy from the heigl 
befofe the campL He obeored thev front lu 
ing at the oourt-hoose, bat a lew miles dista 
while troops and artillerj were grouped here a 
there along the road, and the rear-guard was s 
at Brunswick. It was a question with Washii 
ton and his generals^ as thej reoonnoitered 1 
enemj with their glusses* whether this wne n r 
moTe toward Philadelphia, or merely a lure 
tempt them down from their strong position, 
this uncertainty, Waslungton drew out his ar 
in battle array along the heights, but kept qu 
In the pres»it state of hb forces it was his p 
not to risk a general action; but, should the 
emy rvally march toward the Delaware, to hj 
hearily upcm Uieir rear. Their principal d 
culty would be in crocssing that river, and th( 
he trusted, they would meet with spirited opp 
tion from the cotttineutol tnx>^ s and militia, 
tioned on ihe ^^-estera side uuder Arnold and : 

QUI. 

The British took up a strong posilion, hai 
Millstone Creek ou their left, the Raritan all a 
their trout, aud their right resting on Bruus\^ 
•^«d proceiHied to fortify theinsv Ives with basti 
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Witile ihits anxiously sitnaled, Washing Inn, tin 
llie Uill. received a Idler from Colonel Ececl. hj« 
i"'ini;r wcitilitry iind amtldeiilia! friend. A imhI- 
neat kd exislt^ on llie getieml'a pitvl, ever slum 
liD Iwd Unwarily openefl iIjh aslirical kller of 
(lEiiHrnl Les ; yet he Ijitil acted towarils Reeil 
witlihlshnliituiil Iiighininiiediieas, mill \\nA recently 
numimiled bira aa geiieral of caviilry. Tlie l.iiU-r 
^>A deeply duploreil llie inlerniplion of llicir nnce 
mreservtrf inlerconi'se : lie liml I'tng, he siiiil, de- 
tiiild to have one hour of private coiiversalion 
"iili Washington on the subject of Lee's Itiler, 
but bud deferred it in llie hope of obiainiiig Ida 
letter to wliidi thnt wns an answer, lu llint 
ielwil been di^ippoiiited by Lee's cHpriviiy. On 
thepresenl occasion, Reed's heart wiis full, and be 
^fcra to former times in lungniige tbai is reidly 
loiMhing:— 

"lam »ensible, my dear eir," wrilea he, "how 
liSlcalt it is to reguin lost friendship i Ijnt iho con- 
«iuH9i>ess of never having justly forfeited yonrs, 
mj the hope thai it may be in my power fully to 
lOHI^iice yon of it, an: some consolnlion for Hn 
which I never tbiuk of but witli llie ^ri'ui- 
Atniicern. In the mean time, my dear iiciieml, 
lUmu enireat you to judge of nie by realiii<i!<, not 
I'l' nppearHUces ! and btliuve that I never eiiler- 
'linvU or expressed n senliment iucompalibk* wiili 
Wl regard I proftssed for your person and 
^Rntcter, tiiid which, whetlier I sliiiU be bo happy 
I lo possess your future good opinion or not, I 
(hull carry to my grave wiih me. 
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upon all occasions, had been received, the impres 
sions they made, and the unreserved manner in 
wliich I wished and required them to be given, 
entitled me, I thought, to your advice upon any 
point in which I appeared to be wanting. To 
meet with anything, then, that carried with it a 
complexion of witliholding that advice from me, 
and censuring my conduct to another, was such 
an argument of disingenuity, that I was not a lit- 
tle mortified at it. However, I am perfectly sat- 
isfied that matters were not as they appeared from 
the letter alluded to." 

Washington was not of a distrustful .pirit. 
From this moment, we are told that all est\rtnge- 
ment disappeared, and the ancient relations of 
friendly confidence between him and Colonel Reed 
were restored.^ His whole conduct throuffhout 
the affair bears evidence of hb candor and mag* 
ivmi/oiity. 

1 lAft of Reedf by his grandson. 
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March to the Delaware ; but Washington was not 
to be deceived. " The enemy will not move that 
way" said he, ** until they have given this army 
a severe blow. Tlie risk would be too great to 
attempt to cross a river where they must expect 
to meet a formidable opposition in front, and 
would have such a force as ours in their rear." 
He kept on the heights, therefore, and strength- 
ened his intrenchraents. 

Baffled in these attempts to draw his cautious 
a^lversary into a general action, Howe, on the 
19th, suddenly broke up his camp, and pretended 
to return with some precipitation to Brunswick, 
burning as he went several valuable dwelling- 
houses. Washington's light troops hovered round 
^te enemy as far as the IWritan and Millstone, 
^hich secured their flanks, would permit ; but the 
'iiain army kept to its stronghold on the heights. 
On the next day came warlike news from the 
^orth. Araesbury, a British spy, had been seized 
^nd examined by Schuyler. Burgoyne was stated 
^ being arrived at Quebec to command the forces 
*ii an invasion from Canada. While he advanced 
^ith his main force by Lake Champlain, a detach- 
^nent of British troops, Canadians and Indians, 
^^d by Sir John Johnson, was to penetrate by Os- 
wego to the Mohawk River, and place itself be- 
tween Fort Stanwix and Fort Edward. 

If this information was correct, Ticonderoga 
'vould soon be attacked. The force there might 
^ sufficient for its defense, but Schuyler would 
have no troops to oppose the inroad of Sir John 
Johnson, and he urged a reinforcement. Wash- 
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j-xrt:tiT« wT:i Bar^jne- ShnalJ Wasliina^ton, 
-i: v-'T^r, or. *;>:n * prtrsamrtion. hasten with his 
rr-- c?? r«> Pc?ri.*ifcHi. leaTin^ General Howe on 
Sciva I^Iami. wh;i: woaU rreTent the latter from 
r-i'i^sff t"* PhLidclpLui bj South Amboy or any 
XJer r»x3:e ? 

Soeh wen^ th« perplexities and difficulties fe^ 
*tr.:.'ii2 tben»e;Te5 uwier every aspect of the case, 
ATLi ^l\*eusseA by VTashin^on in his correspond- 
eoor wi:h his acca^iomed clearness. In this di- 
irmniA be *ent senemls Parsons and Varnum with 
a <.*oupIe ot bri:za>les in all haste to Peekskill, and 
wvTfXe to genL'rals George Clinton and Putnam; 
the former to call out the New York militia from 
CHins^e and Ul>ter counties; the latter to sum- 
ni<^n the militia from Omnecticut ; and as soon as 
;»ueh reinforcements should be at hand, to dispatch 
four of the stronerest Massachusetts regiments to 
the aid of Ticonderoga ; at the same time the ex- 
pediency was suggested to General Schuyler, of 
having all the cattle and vehicles removed from 
such parts of the country which he might think 
the enemy intended to penetrate. 

General Sullivan, moreover, was ordered to ad- 
vance with his division towards the Hiffiilands 
as far as Pompton, while Washington moved his 
own camp back to Morristr)wn, to be ready either 
to push on to the Highlands, or fall back upoji 
his recent position at Middkd)rook, according to 
the movements of the enemy. "If I cjui keep 
General Howe below the Highlands," said he, "I 
think {\ni\v schemes will be entirely baffled." 
Descjters from Stateu Island and New York 
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soon brought yord to the camp that transports 
were being fitted up with berths for horses, and 
Inking in three weeks* supply of water and prov- 
ender. All this indicated some other destitiation 
than that of the Hudson. Lest an attempt on 
the £astern States should be intended, Washing- 
tOQ seut a circular to their governors to put them 
oo their guard. 

In tiie midst of his various cares, his yeoman 
aoldiery, the Jersey militia, were not forgotten. 
It was their harvest time ; and the State being 
evacuated, there was no immediate call for their 
•ervices ; he dismissed, therefore, almost the whole 
of them to their homes. 

Captain Graydon, whose memoirs we have 
heretofore had occasion to quote, paid a visit to 
the camp at this juncture, in company with Col- 
onel Miles and Major West, all American prison- 
ers on Long Inland, but who had been lil)erated 
ou parole. Graydon remarks that, to their great 
surprise, they saw no military parade upon their 
journey, ■ iior any indication of martial vigor on 
tlie part of the country. Here and there a militia 
maii with his contrasted colored cape and facings ; 
doubtless some one who had received his furlough, 
and was bound home to his farm. Captains, ma- 
jors, and colonels abounded in the land, but were 
uot to be found at the head of their men. 

When he arrived at the camp, he could see 

ittthuig which deserved the name of army. " I 

•as told, indeed," remarks he, " that it was much 

weakened by detachments, and I was glad to*fitid 

^re wtis some cause for the present paucity of 
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j..MieR». I could not doubt, however, that things 
were "oiiiir on well. The commander-hi-chief 
and All iiboiit liiin were in excellent spirits." llie 
li.rvf C'fficers waited on Washington at his mar- 
quft? ill the evening. In the coui*se of conversap 
iloiu he osketl them what thej conceived to be 
:::^ ol.j^vts of General Howe. Colonel Miles re- 
r :t^:. H i> •operation with the Northern army by 
"■cAt»is.o:* the Hudson. Washington acknowledged 
::\i: in'tio:iti<.>ns anil probabilities tended to that 
>? r'vlii>k>n : nevertheless, he had little doubt the 
cIJtv': of Howe was Philadelphia. 

Gr*jvdon and his companions dined the next 
i*v a; hv.id quarters ; there was a large party, m 
w ^^1 mitr^ sevenil ladit-s. Colonel Alexander 
•vA"::.:otu who, in the preceding month of April, 

.i-L .*^ci rvwivtil into Washington's famDy as 
*■-' 'z'^'.-^-^ATvrK pr\rsided at the head of the table, 
A ■: • ji->c ::::«:vi iiixnsrlf." writes Graydon, "with 
J e ».st. :r.''rr;c:v, and vivacity which gave me 

:»f -1 4»c :A*orAl»le impression of bis talents aud 

'V- ..-.^v here vl*?erve that tlie energy, skill, 

-* '^ :.l ^*::n>» ^.lisrlayed by Hamilton through- 

'»^ ■»- >"^- vt sir's csi:nivi::rn. whenever his limitea 

^ivt l.:.:i V : >-^r:uiiitv of evincin<r them, 

'" ^ -■ :-*->.:.v^ :o !.c:ui -quarter's; where lus 

' "^ x>: --■:::-.: ,-.::; prt-v\vious judgment were 

^' • .* '.-.-•: V'l a; iv-. S:r;iiigers wt-re surprised 

"* * ,^-t,. .:. Svt«-\.>:' lAe: :y years of nge, le- 

'^ *".. -:.'■: vv: n.U-::oe, and adinined 

»*' ^--v.->c ,vc:.^:s vf .\ man like Wash- 

- -•■ ''^ : .^ jj5 uuvx-c:uvn talents thus coin- 
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ided respect, rarely inspired by one of his 
•s, his juvenile appearance and buoyant spirit 
e him a universal favorite. Harrison, the 
] secretary," much iiis senior, looked upon him 
1 an almost paternal eye, and regarding his 
iuutive size and towering spirit, used to call 

** the little lion ; " while Washington would. 

and then speak of him by the cherishing ap- 
ation of " my boy." ^ 

?he following is Graydon's amusing account of 
yne, whom he visited at his quarters. '* He 
Ttained the most sovereign contempt for the 
my. In his confident way, he affirmed that 

two armies had interchanged their original 
les of warfare. That for our parts, we had 
)wn away the shovel, and the British had 
m it up ; as they dared not face us without 
cover of an intrencliment. I made some al- 
ance for the fervid manner of the general, who, 
jgh unquestionably as brave a man as any in 
army, was nevertheless somewhat addicted to 
vaunting style of Marshal Villers, a man who, 
! himself, could tight as well as brag." 

Communicated to the author by the late Mrs. Hamilton. 

GTE. — A veteran officer of the Revolution used to speak 
is old davs of the occasion on which he first saw Ilamil- 
It was during the memorable retreat through the Jerseys, 
noticed," said he, "a youth, a mere striph'ng, small, slen- 
, almost delicate in frame, marching beside a piece of ar- 
et}', with a cocked hat pulled down over his eyes, ap- 
r«iitly lost in thought, with his hand resting on the cannon, 
<i ever}' now and then putting it as he mused, as if it were 
Itvorite horse, or a pet plaything." 
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Tr-Tiyiion fpt?jik."* ot the laniVtj, flluibby do 
of ihr trrji)p!». - Er»?ii in Getiend Wayne 
aelf. there w:i:» in itii^ piirriouUir a oooskli 
fiJlin^ i>C HL^ qnomlsizn re^mentsls as o 
of tlie -Idi baCLiiiiMi wei^. I r hioL. bine and 
in which he' haii bt^m acctt^tomed to appeal 
exemphiTT nentne^ : whereas he was now d 
IB efaaraeter ^r )LiiHi«ath or Captain Gib) 
a din:cj re*^ cuciX. with a black msty cravi 
tanur^beii bit.'* W^ime was doubtless still 

m 

from his campai^ni in the north. 

Grajdon, durinjr his recent captivity, hait 
aociBCoiiieii to the sgbc of British troops 
Qompleienesft of martial array, and looked 
a rvefiil ere oq patriotism in rags. Frc 
be saw at the camp, he suspected 
nx in a prosperous train, notwitl 
ZL;f ike dKertul countenances at head-qu 
Thterv- a^Karx^ to be a want of animated 
cca:»>a Ush oa the part of the govemme 
i^ |MM>p^. - General Washington, wi 
lax^ ncmnanx of his army at Morristown, ( 
kft to scuffle for liberty, like another C 

We will now turn to the North, and 1 
cinaia tor a moment, to give the reader a 
at a£urs in that quarter, about which the 
such dubious rumors. 

1 Graydon's Memoirs^ 282. 
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HE armament advancing against Ticon- 

oga, of which General St. Clair had 



rerBion, but a regular invasion ; the plan of 
which had beeii devised by the king, Lord 
George Germaiiie, and General Burgoyne, the 
latter having returned to England from Canada 
in the preceding year. The' junction of tlie two 
armiea — that in Caoada and that under Gen- 
eral Howe in New York — was considered the 
epeedieBt mode of quelling the rebellion ; nnd as 
(he Becurity and good government of Canada 
required the presence of Governor Sir Guy Carle- 
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ifhero it was expected they would make a tri- 
Dmphant junction with the armj of Sir William 
Howe. 

General Burgoyne left St. John's on the 16th 
of June. Some idea may be formed of his buoy- 
ant anticipation of a triumphant progress through 
the country, by the manifold and lumberuig ap- 
purtenances of a European camp with which his 
army was encumbered. In this respect he had 
committed the same error in his campaign through 
a wilderness of lakes and forests, that had once 
embarrassed the unfortunate Braddock in his 
march across the mountains of Virginia. 

Schuyler was uncertain as to the plans and 
force of the enemy. If information gathered 
from scouts and a captured spy might be relied 
on, Ticonderoga would soon be attacked ; but he 
trusted the garrison was sufficient to maintain it. 
This information he transmitted to Washington 
from Fort Edward on the 16th, the very day 
that Burgoyne embarked at St. John's. 

On the following day Schuyler was at Ticon- 
ieroga. The works were not in such a state of 
forwardness as he had anticipated, owing to the 
tardy arrival of troops, and the want of a suffi- 
cient number of artificers. The works in ques- 
tion related chiefly to Mount Independence^, a 
high circular hill on the east side of the lake, 
immediately opposite to the old fort, and consid- 
ered the most defensible. A star fort with pickets 
crowned the summit of tlie hill, which was table 
'^nd ; half way down the side of the hill was a 
^ttery, iuid at its foot were strongly inlrenched 
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although I expect they will approach with theii 
fleet to keep us in alarm, and to draw our atten- 
tion fi'oni other quarters where they may mean a 
real attack." 

His idea was that, while their fleet and a small 
body of troops might appear before Ticonderoga, 
tud keep up continual alarms, the main army 
might march from St. Francois and St. John*8 
towards the Connecticut River, nnd make an at- 
tempt on the Eastern States. '* A maneuver of 
this kind," observes he, " would be in General Hur- 
goyue's way, and, if successful, would be attended 

with much honor to him lam the more 

confirmed in this conjecture, as the enemy cannot he 
^loraut how very difficult, if not impossible, it will 
be for them to penetrate to Albany, unless in losin^^ 
Ticonderoga we should lose not only all our o^m- 
non, but most of the army designed for this depart- 
tBeDt." 

In the mean time, Burgoyne. with his amphib- 

kniB and semi-barbarous armaments was advan- 

ong up the lake. On the 21st of June he en- 

cunped at the River Boquet, several miles north 

rf Crown Point; here he gave a war feast to his 

Mvage allies, and made them a speech in that 

pompous and half poetical vein in which it is the 

■bsard practice to address our savages, and which 

V commonly reduced to flat prose by their inter- 

pf^rs. At the same time he was strenuous in 

Mijoining humanity toward prisoners, dwelling on 

^ difierence between ordinary wars carried on 

^inst a common enemy, and this against a coun« 

^ in rebellion, where the hostile parties were of 



r^. 



^.^ 



fS. 1 0^ 

:*t Edward and 

:i.*e, the more to 

jce.** He urtjed 

IS Boon as possible. 

St. Clair, to k«»(*p 

lake near the road 

^'uw riainpshiro, and 

leading to the north 

ids done, lie hastened 

iforcements and brins 



■id word from St. Clair, 

i army were arrived at 

^^ -ent off detachments, one 

m tf the communication by 

.other on the west si<le of 

t George. It was evident 

'ioondero<;a was intended. 

jame hurrying on from other 

roo (St. LegerV) was said to 

), and Sir J<lhn Johnson with 

iS way to attack Fort Schuy- 

which was weak and poorly 

>n. 

• himself with his usual zenl 

ig alarms. lie writes urgcFU 

mittee of Safety of New York, 

n at Feekskill, to the governor 

the president of Massachusetts, 

if Berkshirt*, and lastly to Wasli- 

''. impending diuigers and implor- 

its. He exhorts General Her- 

the militia of Tryon County io 
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disptisition |ireveiited my returning with you, as 
h.is iriveii me nn opportunity of being present at 
biUtle, ill which I promise myself the pleasure c 
Si-eifiu oiir army flushed with victory." * 

Thf enemy came advancing up the lake on ll 

SOiIi, their main body under Burgoyne on tl 

west siJe. the German reserve under Ban 

Riedest'l on the east ; communication being mai 

tained bv friirate? and jrunboats, which, in a ma 

nor. kept pace between them. It was a magni 

ctMit arrav o( warhke means ; and the sound « 

drum ariil trumpet along the shores, and now a 

tluMi the thundering of a cannon from the shi 

were sinnrnlarlv in contrast with the usual 

len«v i>t" a 1 Virion little Iwtter than a wilderne 

On the l>t of July, Burgoyne encamped fc 

niilos ni>rt!i of Ticonderojja, and began to intren* 

1 CO 

a Hi! to throw a Ikkjui across the lake. His i 
vaiuvil ouanl under General Fraser took p 
at Three Mile Point, and the ships anchored j 
out ot i;unshot of the fort. 

Here he issued a proclamation still more m 

deno 




»viugj,t,)n to General Schuyler, ^1 
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3 not so numerous as it had l)een repre- 
to Washington, not exceeding three thou- 
ve hundred men, of wliom nine hundred 
lililia. They were badly equipped also, 
f had bayonets ; yet as Major Livingston 
J, they were in good heart. St-. Clair con- 
owever, in the strength of his position and 
•ks which had been constructed in conncc- 
th it, and trusted he should be able to re- 
' attempt to take it by^torm. 
lyler at this time was at Albany, sending 
forcements of continental troops and mili- 

awaiting the arrival of further reinforce- 
for which sloops had been sent down to 
ill. 

was endeavoring also to provide for the 
^ of the department in other quarters. 
Images had been scalping in the neighbor- 
' Fort Schuyler ; a set of renegade Indians 
arassing the settlements on the Susque- 

and the threatenings of Brant, the famous 
chief, and the prospect of a British inroad 
way of Oswego, had spread terror through 
County, the inhabitants of which called upon 

support. 

e enemy are harassing us in every quarter 
lepartment," writes he. " I am however, 
, thank God, in full health and spirits to 
me to extend my attention to those vari- 
irters, and hope we shall all do well." ^ 

enemy's maneuver of intrenching them- 
md throwing a boom across the lake, of 

1 Letter to the Hon. George Clymer 
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- '. K#- .-^ ; t" y*''f < 'i n^ir extriions, and proportion 
X- '-T — « : :'t fxi^jenrv of the times'* 
ill? s: '.::: o: candor and moderation is evinced 
17. a::::..rr lorier. - I will not condemn or even 
:\Ax5 c^ -<uT>e ;:jv»n any officer noheard, but I 
:h:*-ik :: a du:v wkion General St. Clair owes to 
1".:< ow:i ol:arac:er, to insist upon an opporta- 
r.::r of* i~v:=J ii-s reasons for his sudden evao- 
u.i;:.^r. o: a post* which, but a few days before, 
::;\ bv his owii leii-^rs. thouf^it tenable, at least 
r r a wh.'.o- Pe-^'ple at a distance are apt to 
iVrra wt\^:*^ cv^rjeoiures, and if Greneral St. Qair 
h^s ivxvi reasor-s for the step he has taken, I 
:b:::k :he sooner he justities himself the better. I 
h.-4Yo mo:i:iv»ne^l these matters, because he may 
uo: know t^ja: his conduct is looked upon as very 
ur.:iovviir.:dble by all ranks of people in this part 
of xho cv.van:ry. If he is reprehensible, the pub- 
lic have an uiuloubred right to call for that jus- 
tuv which is duo from an officer, who betrays 
or gives up his jv»st in an unwarrantable man- 
ner. 

Having statoil the various measures adopted 
by W;v>hington for the aid of the Northern 
army at this critical juncture, we will leave him 
at his encauipmont in the Clove, anxiously watch- 
iiiiT the movements ot" the tlcet and the lower 
army, while we turn to the north, to explain the 
mysterious retreat of General St. Clair. 

1 Letter to Schuyler, 18th July, 1777. 
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^BN tlie acconnls given in the preceding 

jR| clinpter of the ap[iroach ol' lliir^oyne 

^^ to Tiponderogii, it wae Btated tliat he 

eut^ampe'J four miles north of the fori^ress, 

intrenfheil himself. On tlie 2J of July, 

'its maiie their ajipearance in the vi- 

iDtlf of a blockhouse aiid Eome outworks about 

i ari'.l or chunnel leading Eo Lake George^ 

I General St Clair di^ not think the giirri-- 

a sufScieiil to defend all tlie ouiposis, iJiese 

irks with some ailjaeciit Euw-mills were set 

lire and ubundoned. The extreme left of 



left of 
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op a resolute aspect, however, and went about 
among his troops, encouraging them with the 
hope of a successful resistance, but enjoining in- 
cessant vigilance, and punctual attendance at the 
alarm posts at morning and evening roll-call. 

With all the pains and expense lavished by 
the Americans to render these works impregna- 
ble, they had strangely neglected the master key 
by lY^i^h^they were all commanded. This was 
Sugar Hill, a rugged height, the termination of 
a mountain ridge which separates Lake Cham- 
plain from Lake George. It stood to the south 
of Ticonderoga, beyond the narrow channel which 
oonnected the two lakes, and rose precipitously 
from the waters of Champlain to the height of 
BIX hundred feet. It had been pronounced by 
the Americans too distant to be dangerous. Col- 
onel Trumbull, some time an aide-de-camp to 
Washington, and subsequently an adjutant, had 
proved the contrary in the preceding year, by 
throwing a shot from a six-pounHer in the fort 
nearly to the summit. It was then pronounced 
inaccessible to an enemy. This Trumbull had 
likewise proved to be an error, by clambering 
with Arnold and Wayne to the top, whence they 
perceived that a practicable road for artillery 
might easily and readily be made. Trumbull 
had insisted that this was the true point for the 
fort, commanding the neighboring heights, the 
narrow parts of both lakes, and the communica- 
tion between. A small, but strong fort here, with 
(wenty-five heavy guns and five hundred men, 
irould be as efficient as one hundred guns aud 
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ten dtonsand men on the extensiye works of Ti* 
2»>iuleroga.^ His suggestions were disregarded; 
their wiMlom was now to be proved. 

The British General Phillips, on taking hia 
(x^icion, bad reganled the hill with a practiced 
e\e. He causetl it to be reconnoitered bj a fikill- 
lul engineer. The report was, that it overlooked, 
and had the entire command of Fort Ticonderoga 
aiKl Fi»rt Independence, being about fourteen 
humired Yards from the former, and fifteen hon- 
drvd from the latter ; that the ground could be 
Wvt-led for canDi»n, and a road cut up the defiles 
of tlie nknintain in four-and-twenty hours. 

Measures were instantly taken to plant a bat- 
lerr oa that height. While the American garri- 
tons w«f« entirely eng:iged in a different direction, 
cuxu«>tiadiiig Moimt Hope and the British lines 
vichf^His material edfect, and without provoking a 
rvfJy* the British troops were busy throughou 
the day and night cutting a road Uirough rock 
and eree» and up nigged defiles. Guns, ammi 
ttitko. and storefis all were earned up the hill 
tih^ oi^t : the cannon were hauled up from tr 
tv* «>wi.. and Ked>fe morning the ground was level 
\.»r ;he battery on which they were to be mounl 
Uv ,.\i:? wv^rk. thus achieved by a coup de m 
^x^^\ ^\e :he name of Fort Defi:uice. 

vVi :h!e ^ta ^.u July, to their astouishment 
A';acs;<frtLa:i»,>iU the garri><m Ix^held a legioi 
rv\i >x\t:>j v>4x the summit of this hill, const 
i<?^ %vrik^ w-ixii mu>t scon lay the fortre 
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lis sudden and appalling emergency, Gen- 
:. Clair called a council of war. What 
be done ? ThSbatteries from this new fort 
probably be open the next day : by that 
iconderoga might be completely invested, 
le whole garrison exposed to capture, 
lad not force sufficient for one half the 
and General Schuyler, supposed to be at 
', could afford tliem no relief. The danger 
iminent; delay might prove fatal. It was 
lously determined to evacuate both Ti- 
)gM and Mount Independence that very 
md retreat to Skenesborough (now White- 
,t the upper part of the lake, about thirty 
istant, where there was a stockaded fort, 
ain body of the army, led by General St. 
fvere to cross to Mount Independence and 
)r Skenesborough by laud, taking a circuit- 
ite through the woods on the east side of 
e, by way of Castleton. 

cannon, stores, and provisions, together 
ae wounded and the women, were to be 
:ed on board of two hundred bateaux, and 
ted to the upper extremity of the lake, by 
1 Long with six hundred men ; two huu- 
' whom in five armed galleys were to form 
^uard, 

as now three o'clock in the afternoon ; yet 
preparations were to be made for the com 
;ht, and that with as little bustle and move- 
is possible ; for they were overlooked by 
)efiance, and their intentions might be sus- 
E very thing, therefore, was done quietly, 
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bat alertly ; in the mean time, to amuse the en* 
amy, a cannonade was kept up every half hour 
toward the new battery on •the hill. As soon a8 
the evening closed, and their movements could 
not be discovered, they began in all haste to W 
the boats. Such of tiie cannon as could not be 
taken were ordered to be spiked. It would not 
do to knock off their trunnions, lest the noise 
should awaken suspicions. In the hurry several 
were left utiinjured. The lights in the garrison 
being previously extinguished, their tents were 
struck and put on board of the boats, and the 
women and the sick embarked. Everything was 
conducted with such silence and address, that, 
although it was a moonlight night, the flotilla 
departed undiscovered, and was soon under the 
shadows of the mountains and overhanging for- 
ests. 

The retreat by land was not conducted with 
equal discretion and mystery. General St. Clair 
had crossed over the bridge to the Vermont side 
of the lake by three o'clock in the morning, and 
set forward with his advance through the woods 
toward Hubbardton ; but, before the rear-guard 
under Colonel Francis got in motion, the house 
at Fort Independence, which had been occupied 
by the French General de Fermois, was set on 
fire — by his orders, it is said, though we are 
loth to charge him with such indiscretion, such 
gross and wanton violation of the plan of re- 
treat. The consequences were disastrous. The 
British sentries at Mount Hope were astonished 
by a conflagration suddenly lighting up Mount 



i 
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rndependence, and revealing tbe American troops 

in full retreat ; for the rear-guard, disconcerted 

' by this sudden exposure, pressed forward for the 

woods in the utmost haste and confusion. 
■^ Tbe drums beat to arms in the British camp. 
[ Alarm guns were fired from Mount Hope : Gen- 
ii eral Fraser dashed into Ticonderoga with his 
pickets, giving orders for his brigade to arm in all 
haste and follow. By daybreak lie had hoisted the 
British flag over the deserted fortress ; before sun- 
rise he had passed the bridge, and was in full pur- 
suit of the American rear-guard. Burgoyne was 
roused from his morninjj slumbers on board of the 
frigate Royal George^ by the alarm guns from 
Fort Hope, and a message from Greneral Fi'aser, 
Y announcing the double retreat of the Americans 
I by land and water. From the quarter-deck of 
t the frigate he soon had confirmation of the news. 
t The British colors were flying on Fort Ticon- 
I deroga, and Fraser's troops were glittering on the 
opposite shore. 

Burgoyne's measures were prompt. Greneral 
Riedesel was ordered to follow and support Fraser 
with a part of the Grerman troops ; garrisons were 
thrown into Ticonderoga and Mount Independence; 
the main part of the army was embarked on 
board of the frigates and gunboats ; the floating 
bridge with its boom and chain, which had cost 
iDoiiths to construct, was broken through by nine 
o'clock ; when Burgoyne set out with his squad* 
ron in pursuit of the flotilla. 

We left tiie latter making its retreat on the 
preceding evening towards Skenesborough. Tbe 
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bte a fca we TicoiHierocm becoroes so mnrow tbat, 
n ikH» cxmt»w it vae« frvqaentlj oiUed South 
Kwr. I&» bcAadci&l v;LCt^rs woand among moon* 
*:i:iu» <cv«R«L vidi priiBeTml tbresta. The bateaux, 
iiMLj jMieiL. aakse mm waj slowly iu a length- 
«aK4 ine I jvmecinws unier the shadows of the 
awoncuBSh. WK-r— ' ? in the srleam of moonlkht 
iTie »ar-«iiic4 ^* armed gallers tbllowed at wary 
tkiiMiii^ Xt» nuKdxitCe pursuit, however, wM 
4Qi»«fteMe«L Tlie tSottno^ bridge was considered 
«». ^dJMCBiI aBoeauKAC to the enemy's fleet 
%3«i««s«x^ SttnKJm. prevailed among the fugitives. 
a^v ^aaUKii 31. tae jmggr and dexterity with 
"VOUT!! jfe»5 iMii imndssed their retreat, and amused 
4iifUKiH>ii)» wuii tii*( kieA of what would be the 
«Bttitii&aiia«DC vrff tae cfbemT at daybreak. The 
4ifii.*ttc^ iTcisaiiHiI OMcrux oa the stores ^«ved from 
CuviMitcNKitw JDit k3t)c&33sr odf the necks of bottles 
vK "vitiet. ihuuL a cued^SiuiS nweiSe to General 

Ju«iac :iiree o\*iock m the afternoon of the 
wixwsitti;; ittv. the heavilv Lidea bateaux arrived 
afi >kietiK!^Qcr^Mt:»&. The disembHrkation had 
^■siixtix c«nttaKao^i when the thunderiii*; of ariil- 
junf >*aft> OKttni torom below. Could the enemy be 
ifc jaati? It w«s even so. The British gunboats 
iti«'Eft£ ?UB$hj^ oo iu advance of the friirates, had 
. xiifv-cjiieti and were firing up«^>ii the jralievs. The 
.rt;:rr drtttsdrd ihenistrlves tor a while, but at 
«r^ii :wo struck, and three were blown up. The 
:*j^::tre# r':v»ni them brought word that the British 
:MJL4'c> ao5 being able to come up, troops and In- 
were laudiug fnom them and scrambling up 
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hills ; intending to get in the rear of the fort 
cut off all retreat. 

.11 now was consternation and confusion. The 
aux, the storehouses, the fort, the mill were 
et on fire, and a general flight took place to- 
1 Fort Anne, about twelve miles distant, 
e made their way in boats up Wood Creek, a 
ling stream. The main body, under Colonel 
J, retreated by a narrow defile cut through 
voods, harassed all night by alarms that the 
iiiis were close in pursuit. Both parties 
led Fort Anne by daybreak. It was a small 
ited fort, near the junction of Wood Creek 
East Creek, about sixteen miles from Fort 
ard. Greneral Schuyler arrived at the latter 
} on the following day. The number of troops 
him was inconsiderable, but, hearing of Col- 
Long's situation, he immediately sent him a 
I reinforcement, with provisions and ammnni- 
and urged him to maintain his post resolutely, 
n the same day Colonel Long's scouts brought 
}rd that there were British red- coats approach- 

They were in fact a regiment under Lieu- 
it-colonel Hill, detached from Skenesborough 
Burgoyne in pursuit of the fugitives. Long 
;d forth to meet them ; posting himself at a 
y defile, where there was a narrow pathway 
I the border of Wood Creek. As the enemy 
need he opened a heavy fire upon them in 
;, while a part of his troops crossing and re 
ing the creek, and availing themselves of 

knowledge of the ground, kept up a shifting 
:k from the woods in fiank and rear. Ap 
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I word that the enemy were ai 

■ral Fniser, with hia advance of 

^ I ml fifty men, who had pressed for- 

j^ ler part of the night, and now at- 

^ loricans with great spirit, notwith- 

superiority in niimbei*s ; in fact, he 

•J promptly reinforced by Riedesel 

:ins. The Americans met the Brit- 

i spirit ; but at the very commence- 

iction, Colonel Hale, with a dettich- 

nnder his command to protect the 

:iy, leaving Warner anct Francis with 

iindred men to bear the brunt of the 

osc posted themselves behind logs and 

■ backwoods " style, whence they kept up 

■five fire, and were evidently gaining tlie 

-, when Greneral Riedesel came pressing 

:ictioD with his German troops, drums 

lid colors flying. There was now an 

^ cliarge with the bayonet. Colonel 

vas among the first who fell, gallantly 

. the head of his men. Tiie Ameriatn.^t, 

he whole Grerman force upon them, gave 

fied, leaving the ground covered witii 

{ and wounded. Many others who had 

iided perished in the woods, where they 

I refuge. Their whole loss in killed, 

and taken, was upwards of three hun- 

it of the enemy one hundred and eiglity- 

SevenU officc»rs were lost on both sides 

liose wounded of the British was Major 

■ of the gi*euadiers, of whose further for- 
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Tlie noiie of tlie finn 
me»c«<l l>iiU renclied Get 
ion. He imtneil lately »■« 
tv^imeiits whidi weru in 
iitilua of ilie battle- gruu 1 1< 
nrice of hi« rear-guanl. 
mk) tiiirriud furwaiil lo C 
lure St. CInir rewlveii in 
arnvnl Ht Sltenesboroiig}i 
tlie Aiiwi-icaii tvoi'ks thi; 
ceitteil lit For» Atine, he 
ruiile, ytrui'k into the wi 
reeled )iU mnrcli to Rii 
Wwriier to rullow him. 
two diiys al'tenvftnls, wil 
duced lo ninety meti. i 
hnd piVMeJ Unvnrils Cii 
of the ncriiiii, lie kikI liis 
Bnme dny liy llie eiiumy, i 
tured, without mnking hii 
leged III his excuse, wii 
he Mud a lai^e portion ol 
hiiilib, mid utifiL fur iicti 
diud while yet ;i prlsouei 
IKiriuiiily n'liidi lie suii^ 

On the 12lh Sl Cl«i. 
hi9 troops lia;j<;ai'd and 
retreat thnmgli the wikhI. 
Iheoitxstroplie iit Fort T 
so much surpHsu nixl eiiri 
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^ the seven days' raysterious disappearance of 
St. Clair, vvliich kept every one in the most pain- 
bl suspense. 

The loss of artillery, ammunition, provisions, 
lod stores, in consequence of the evacuation of 
tbese northern posts, was prodigious ; but tlie 
. Vorst effect was the consternation spread through- 
out the country. A panic prevailed at Albany, 
the people running about as if distracted, sending 
off their goods and furniture.^ The great bar- 
riers of the North, it was said, were broken 
through, and tliere was nothing to check the tri- 
Qmphaut career of the enemy. 

The invading army, both officers and men, ac- 
cording to a British writer of the time, " were 
highly elated with their fortune, and deemed that 
and their prowess to be irresistible. They re- 
garded their enemy with the greatest contempt, 
and considered their own toils to be nearly at an 
6od, and Albany already in their hands." 

In £ngland, too, according to the same author, 
the joy and exultation were extreme ; not only 
at court, but with all those who hoped or wished 
the unqualified subjugation and unconditionid sub- 
mission of the colonies. ** The loss in reputation 
Was greater^ to the Americans," adds he, '* and 
capable of more fatal consequences, than that of 
ground, of posts, of artillery, or of men. All the 
Cootemptuous and most degrading charges which 
had been made by their enemies, of their want- 
bg the resolution and abilities of men, even in 
ilefense of what was dear to them, were now re- 

!> MS. Letter of Richard Varick to Schuyler. 



IM LIFE OF WASHINGTON. 

not done it already, march with at least one third 
of the militia under your command, and rendei- 
vous at Saratoga, unless directed to some other 
place by General Schuyler or General Arnold.*' 

Washington now ordered that all the vessels 
and river craft, not required at Albany, should be 
pent down to New Windsor and Fishkill, and 
kept in readiness ; for he knew not how soon the 
movements of Greneral Howe might render it 
suddenly necessary to transport part of his forces 
up the Hudson. 

Further letters from Schuyler urged the in- 
creasing exigencies of his situation. It was har 
vest time. The militia, impatient at being d^ 
tained from their rural labors, were leaving hin 
in great numbers. In a council of general offi 
cers, it had been thought advisable to give leavi 
of absence to half, lest the whole should depari 
He feared those who remained would do so but 
few days. The enemy were steadily employe 
cutting a road to\yard him from Skenesborougl 
From the number of horse they were reported t 
have, and to expect, they might intend to brin 
their provisions on horseback. If so, they woul 
be able to move with expedition. In this pos 
tio'^ of affairs, he urged to be reinforced as spee< 
ily as possible. 

Wa.«hington, in reply, informed him that he hi 
ordered a further reinforcement of General Gl 
ver's brigade, which was ah he could possibly fu 
nish in his own exigencies. He trusted affai 
with Schuyler would soon wear a more smilii 
aspect, that the Eastern States, who were i 
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fceply concerned in ilie toatier, woiiU! exert ihem- 
), hy effuctuitl succiir, to eniible liim to cliecic 
e progreaa of ibe eoemy, and re[iel h dniiger \>y 
phiuh ihey were immeiliiiiely lli rente neil. From 
mtioD lie tiad received, lie supposed llie 
e of ihe enemy lo be Utile more tLaii five iliuij- 
Tliey jH!em," said lie, " to be unproviilt'd 
1 wagona lo transport the immeiiHe quiinliry 
itlMggnge and warlike flppnralus, wiibout wliicli 
7 cannot prelenrl to penetrate llie country, 
ition liieir linking a great number of 
KB, but tliey must nevertheless require a con- 
arable number of wngoiis, aa there iire ninny 
) which ^nriol be Imnsported on horse?. 
can never tliinic of Hilvaiictiig without secur- 
C ibeir rear, iind the force with wiiich they can 
tt against you, will be greatly reduced by de- 
Bhmenle neeessaiy for that purpose; and as Iliey 
kve to cut out llieir passage, and to remove the 
OBpedimente you Iiave thrown iu their way, befoi-e 
I'tltey can prooet^d, Ihia cireumstnnce, with the en- 
nmbroiice they mu.st feel In ibeir baggnge, Etores, 
i.^ will inevitably retard tkeir march, and give 
n leisure and opportunity to prepHre a good re- 

F^piion for them I have directed 

Qetteral Lincoln lo repair lo you att speedily as 
ihe stnte of his health, whicb is not Tery perfi^cl, 
"ill permit ; Ihis genlleinitti has always supported 
ili6 cliamcier of a judicioiiii, bravo, active ofiiuer, 
lud he is exceedingly popular in the Slate of Mas- 
uchaaetts, lo which he belongs; he will hare a 
degree of influenco over the itiililia which caii- 
Kul lail of being higlily advauiageous. I huve itk- 
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, • »or* particularly for jbe « ^^^^ 

t»4e «J.*P;^ ^-„uv approved of V^^; ^ 

^^'^ "^ie in the rear or on th^^^^ ^^ 
Bo-?»y»*' * ;• very circum^P*^* ^.ouU^e^ 

• He KvvflBaxo*^ "^ formidable rooveni 

.i. licbA*^ »'^*'^- , ^ffieer, should be s« 
^%^bi*- *pi""^ t * up the spirUs < 
^« c*v-^ -* rV^« and improve the 

. - i>=v*-"-»>'- ^ ■ ■■ . • . the sequel wh»t a 

,^i^ rxttu^r • - ":■ ^^5 had upon the «« 

..-«^.=F^-^ *" -•^'=* t^. .uvd ^^^h what ad. 
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eounsels and executive energy of Schuyler ; who 
suggested some of the best moves in the campaign, 
and carried them vigorously into action. Never 
was Washington more ably and loyally seconded 
by any of his generals. 

But now the attention of the commander-in 
chief is called to the seaboard. On the 23d of 
July, the fleet, so long the object of watchful so 
licitude, actually put to sea. The force embarked 
according to subsequent accounts, consisted of 
thirty-six British and Hessian battalions, includ 
ing the light infantry and grenadiers, with a pow 
erful artillery ; a New York corps of provincials 
or royalists, called the Queen's Rangers, and a 
regiment of light horse ; between fifteen and eight- 
een thousand men in all. The force left with 
General Sir Henry Clinton for the protection of 
New York, consisted of seventeen battalions, a 
itigiment of light horse, and the remainder of the 
provincial corps.^ 

The destination of the fleet was still a matter of 
conjecture. Just after it had sailed, a young man 
presented himself at one of General Putnam's 
outposts. He had been a prisoner in New York, 
lie said, but had received his liberty and a large 
rewHrd on undertaking to be the bearer of a let- 
ter from General Howe to Burgoyne. This let- 
ter his feelings of patriotism prompted him to de- 
fiver up to General Putnam. The letter was 
immediately transmitted by the general to Wash- 
Ukgton. It was in the handwriting of Howe, and 
lN>fe his signature. In it he informed Burgoynoi 
I avU War in America, vol. i. p. 250. 
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Qters the bay and puts the matter beyond a doubt, 
^m hence we can be on the proper ground to 
ippose them before they can possibly make their 
irrangements and dispositions for an attack. 
. . That the post in the Highlands may not be 
bft too much exposed, I have ordered General 
Bulliyan's division to halt at Morristown, whence 
^will march southward if there should be occa- 
BOD, or northward upon the first advice that the 
meiny should be throwing any force up the North 
Biver. General Howe's in a manner abandoning 
3eneral Burgoyne, is so unaccountable a matter, 
hat, till I am fully assui*ed it is so, I cannot help 
mting my eyes contimiolly behind me. As I shall 
>ay no regard to any flying reports of the appear- 
nce of the fleet, I shall expect an account of it 
rom you, the moment you have ascertained it to 
our satisfaction." 

On the 31st, he was informed that the enemy's 
leet of two hundred and twenty-eight sail had 
nived the day previous at the Capes of Dela- 
mre. He instantly wrote to Putnam to hurry 
n two brigades, which had crossed the river, and 
t) let Schuyler and the commanders in the East- 
m States know that they had nothing to fear 
rom Howe, and might bend all their forces, con- 
inental and militia, against Buigoyne, In the 
nean time he moved his camp to Germantown, 
ibout six miles from Philadelphia, to be at hand 
or the defense of that city. 

The very next day came word, by express, 
hat the fleet had again sailed out of the Capes, 
uad apparently sha[)ed its course eastward. " This 




CHAPTER XIL 

cUtes on the Alert for a Command. — Schuyler ondemdned 
in Congress. — Put on his Guard. — Courts a Scrutiny, but 
not before an Expected Engagement — Summoned with St. 
Clair to Head-quarters. — Gates appointed to the Northerc 
Department. — Washington's Speculations on the Successes 
of Burgoyne. — Ill-judi?ed Meddlings of Congress with 
the Commissariat. — Colonel Trumbull resigns in Conse- 
quence. 

E have cited in a preceding page a letter 
from Washington to Gates at Philadel- 
phia, requiring his vigilant attention to 
the movements of the enemy's fleet; that ambi- 
tious officer, however, was engrossed at the time 
by matters more important to his individual in- 
terests. The command of tlie Northern depart- 
ment seemed again within his reach. The evac- 
uation of Ticonderoga had been imputed by many 
either to cowardice or treachery on the part of 
General St. Clair, and the enemies of Schuyler 
had, for some time past, been endeavoring to 
involve him in the disgrace of the transaction. 
It is true he was absent from the fortress at the 
time, zealously engaged, as we have shown, in 
procuring and forwarding reinforcements and 
supplies; but it was alleged that the fort had 
been evacuated by his order, and that, while 
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llierc, he had m^le such disposilious ob pl^oly 
*ciilicnte<l an iiil«utiori to deliver it lo the enemy. 
In the eagerness to excite popular feuliitg against 
ium, old alouders were revived, and the Ettilure of 
tile JDvasiou of Canad^i, and iill the Bubsoqiieitt 
I (liaiistei-s hi that quarter, were again laid to hia 
ciiurge as commmidLng generul of the Norlherii 
ilfpartmeiit. " In short," writes Schuyler in one 
■of lii§ letters, "every art is made use of to de- 
stroy that contidence wbicli it is so essemial the 
army should have in its general officers, and this ■ 
too by people preteudiiig to be friends lo the 
country." ^ 

These charges, which for Home time existeil 
merely in popular clamor, had recently been 
taken up in Congress, and a strong demonstra- 
tiuQ had been made against him by some of the 
New Knglanil delegates, " Your enemies in this 
quarter," writes his friend, the Hon. William 
Duer (July 2dth), "are It^ving no means une 
sayed to blast your character, and to impute 1 
your appointment in tliat department a lo 
whiuh, rightly investigated, can be imputed i 
very different causes. 

' Be not surprised if you should be desired to 
attend Congress, to give an accouut of the la9! 
I nf Ticonderoga With respect to the result of 
'ibii inquiry I am under no appreheuslons. Like 
^old tried in the fire, I trust that you, my dea'- 
irieuU, wUl be found more pure and bright lluu 

Iiver. .... From the nature of 
iepartment, and other unavoidable causes, you 
' Seliuyltr to Quvcriior Trumbull. Latter Bwjk. 
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i&'~^ i'« juii d[i juwiuiuirj. jurfiig die coone 
ii zit vi:.- r r-=TBfng "iiac sciriz v&ach / and 
"- TT ZLTT- z.zrr^u^ inaiES sntiw j^rc ro possess: 
■* zis^ . ■ ■ ■ . y ^ E^r.^ -7n»[:utui!<^ ^ue? & cruel ad- 
""lii .li*-. idJL '^-'■-- -tsmis la -sist -kit 20 her dic- 
i. r*-. _x. iLZT -ii Ills' siiire--: s szi^dezic. You 
'»-•. 3. - I id =?;r^. i<-* Uis ilncs: zlL toot con- 
•a;' r^T*^ T^ ;- nj :iiis 3ism?w:7>:D, as it has 
.':*jr 3t=DP* X* -^~"-?*"^ ;iaer ▼tij^ toot enemies 

>.-u'M-r 11 :^ _':'-. :iX2r^T!seti lise moet ardent 

T-^i iLsfc JjiiiT'^iS';' r-jmiL :rhir iz3 &3 attend and 

c^tr la A*sninc jC liS *:inii>:c He wished his 

r-wBts- Ti ^ifeu ir .ue n«»sc fcmdnr, confident 

:L&k I wiuMt :r«njuna. u Jis isocuor. ~ I would 

ivik. jin¥»r*«r^ T-sa. ue 2crx~i3.r i? take place im- 

m?ii:s£fe?v^. "• .fcni> le. * i? "¥»* 5caII probably soon 

li* ~; tu iairuffwiifnii X »»* AT* so reinforced with 

n.i.Li:^ je- 11 ^t*; is* a rrrcjiiCe '.'ii:\n<Te of success, 

5W j;5sir^ ziT d-rar t'riend, if a gen- 

?-^.. i€Tjri;»»rimjni: :ake* rljfcnr. ^iiirerer may be the 

^f-^iir* TT-ii. irj_ 2*:c iiiiTf .xxnic'S.'ka to blush for your 



I; "^ttiaii^i x^ be :i«? ob:ecr of Mr. Scliuvler's 
euii^.U!?' r;- rVrtsCAlI has hAving such a chance of 

: >v j^*.a.ji z^ h:zij<rl:*. The business was puslied 
- ^' i:.r>:?'"> ;-• .::\r ii-^zvctlv than even Mr. Duer 
:\: AL.::',-iriA:rvL Bc:^:de the alleoratious ajrainst 
Ji .:i r^'^ri :o Tioonderoga, his unpopularity in 
:..•? E-tj-icr:; States was urijed as a sufficient reason 
::: i->.v:.:::.ui!ig him in his present coramand, as 
•=^1^ tnx^pis from (hat quarter were unwilling to 

1 ScbuTler*s Papers. 

* Schuvler's Letter Book. 
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Berve under him. This had a great eflect in the 
present time of peril, with several of the delegates 
from the East, who discredited the other charges 
against him. The consequence was, that after long 
and ardent debates, in which some of the most 
eminent delegates from New York, who intimately 
knew his worth, stood up in his favor, it was re-' 
solved (August 1st) that both General Schuyler 
and Greneral St. Clair should be summoned to 
head-quarters to account for the misfortunes in the 
North, and that Washington should be directed 
to order such general officer as he should think 
proper to succeed General Schuyler in the com- 
mand of the Northern department. 

The very next day a letter was addressed to 
Washington by several of the leading Eastera 
members, men of unquestionable good faith, such 
as Samuel and John Adams, urging the appoint- 
ment of Gates, " No man, in our opinion, '* said 
they, " will be more likely to restore harmony, 
order and discipline, and retrieve our affairs in 
that quarter. He has, on experience, acquired 
the confidence arid stands higli in tlie esteem of 
the Eastern troops;" Washington excused him- 
Belf from making any nomination, alleging that 
the Northern department had, in a great meas- 
ure, been considered a separate one ; that, more- 
over, the situation of the department was delicate, 
and might involve interestinor and delicate conse- 
quences. The nomination, therefore, was made 
by Congress ; the Eastern influence prevailed, and 
iiate8 received the appointment, so long the object 
of his aspirations, if not intrigues. 
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the removal of a 
he had acted so 
had heen so ener- 
w»5 so peculiarly 
:c ihe department. He 
r. with the thought that 
in the general of- 
k^tern States for 
vriii^«.'k«iiui^ •'^inriri — r-TTaiTTr* w^cKiid be obTiated by 
jne ^i^<s«:u!C%* jc ^^u«> smiL ^>c their choice. 

"^.*:i joii 7C9«::&Zieiiu w^sOkNB of his pen, he eo- 
4!k:»^'rji>»^ xr ^*laik«~ ~~w« . -i^sCrtBSts and apprehensions 
A.«CMisf*i«:^x :>« -.ott 3ii:«djc^;safr At Tkooderv^a, which 
jta ^-us^iiitirr-a. :a»* w^jcrsc .n:«&=^xieflkce of that event. 
-* 1: u« naftkiiir tw^*c^ ct^rilv aad ^sp«5sionately con- 
r^cics. 5,* ^j ^aj^ CooQcil of Safety of the 
iC ^W5*^r Xj«^ -^lihe*^ wtrald be nothing 
X. (Auiu. -<• irt-xnuiijfu* ^ G^iXsec^fcl Bursovne and the 
^-'^^^^ mik*;r iiiit^ vtcx ill i^ ^accesses, to counte- 
^^^'^'-^ '•*^ *:«te< ifc?^*r!i^ ,c ie^wstie&cy ; and expe- 
•^•tv-- *VMiu- <afc/-*^ ^T.f-; ^v-ja the moderate exer- 
iviaa- ,.. :^t4 Sgj**-^ 3feu'ce iansKdiAiely interested, 
%^^i^ ^>i :5UxR^,t*aj: 3i> ^-tinrck hi* career, and, per- 
te^«=5v .vw.-sscv iOtt ^ikixTjLicjtre? be has gained to his 
"**""* - ' - 1:: I io uoc siTe^so effectual 

*^'* *^ ■ -^-^^ •i '»*^tt ^> i^e X- c^lb*^m army, it is not 
* --* *^.:> » '«cr-:.iaLr:va- ricr :*rv>.n b^in^ too little 
• >■ >><'^ *• -I _j^^ .EV»,ccjLL.ce oi doing it; but 
X '^ >v:*:-^ ^v c:£i^^-^ -:-v :_v,5 quarter will not 
"^"^ w, .tv ,., ^ ^. *«,^i^:i be the height of 

'^ ♦vx.v,.i ,'ixr^?^rv^:5. :^x> much here, in 
^ \ »^'-::^w?< ,v^.^ >cr\-c:^— r.icEV ; audit mu3t 

V ou*oc^.»:*;cx^i :aic>^cx^ i.ni.ulu as well afl 
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f greater momeot, to control the main army of the 
iuemy, than an inferior, and, I may say, dependent 
me ; for it is pretty obvious that if General Howe 
»in be kept at bay, and prevented from effecting his 
)urposes, the successes of General Burgoyne, what- 
ever they may be, must be partial and temporary.** 
The sagacity and foresight of this policy will 
be manifested by after events. 

On the same day on which the above letter 
was written, he officially announced to Gates his 
appointment, and desired him to proceed im- 
mediately to the place of his destination : wishing 
liim success, and that he *' might speedily be able 
to restore the face of affairs in that quarter." 

About this time took effect a measure of Con 
gress, making a complete change in the commis- 
sariat. This important and complicated depart- 
ment had hitherto been under the management of 
one commissary general, Colonel Joseph Trumbull 
of Connecticut. By the new arrangement there 
were to be two commissary-generals, one of pur- 
chases, the other of issues ; each to be appointed 
by Congress. They were to have several deputy 
commissaries under them, but accountable to Con- 
gress, and to be appointed and removed by that 
Wy. These, and many subordinate arrange- 
ments, had been adopted in opposition to the 
opinion of Washington, and, most unfortunately. 
Were brought into operation in the midst of this 
Perplexed and critical campaign. 

Their first effect was to cause the resignation 
of Colonel Trumbull, who had been nominated 
^mmissary of purchases ; and the entrance into 
VOL. ni. 10 
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« to BDcial habits and mannera, " tboie of Neir LngUnd 
he lime being democretic and purilanicul, whilst Id New 
k tbey were coartly and arialocraiical." Schuyler was a 
I of tbe world, and 'of sociely, cultivated, and well bred | 
Tas an eUve loo or Majo^go□eral Bradslreet ia the seren 
ra' wsr; and had imbibed notions of military carriaga aod 
Drum in an aristocratic echoolt all this rendered bim im- 
Lent at times of the deflcJeacieain these reapecta among tba 
■ militia officera, and made the latter consider him haughty 
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«&iMC ^»e Bctd^ Fleet. — Patnain 
mnciK. jmn <HL :b« Al«n in the Highlands. 
i»» 2:ihcni«a seas >» the North. — Washing- 
DOia. — H5» F=« laterview with Lafavette. 
^wttc txtf PtMC — Exp'anations of its Move- 
Arm^. — L*iavette misUkes the 
^;>«u]bseaHt^ — H^ Alliance with Washing- 
ir T^« ArTBLj dkcQ^i Philadelphia. — £n- 



•2:1^^ Washinfjton remained 
a:;rwii in (mnful uncertainty 



AJvixc ^* Bril2«h fle^i : whether gone to 
:OH :«vru£a jr x* zie ««$c. The intense heat of the 
'««sEk^:i«£r siiiLfie iBhi wcvilling again to move his 
4r-uT. sur^sAaftTY ex:^:KS^TviT ba^mssed by marcliings 
<ui«I <^;uiix»sr'-3isic^;d0)^%. Concluding, at length, 
suftc: :ats :{»«£< V-nr^ JKtaallT gone to the east, he 
^5t> ^-oc*? 3iftn:« ctt zaie waj to recroes the Delawai-e. 
"»i«:a AOL T*3GTCvs^ or«**»k him on the 10th of 
Aiic-is^ *tc:a rjii.r-;£si r>trf> ;hr«^ davs before it had 
>:--i -s^j-ia .dT ^.ru^fcvixec: lulrt, about sixteen 
*:v»^-*t:^ 5vxl:jl .'C :L«^ Cat*^ or' Delaware- 

-V_-A.a i%* ^-^k^Uie :v> jL bddu aiid waited tor furtlier 

~ '••;',?: tie*;- rVjk;s^;ec <Ci:^:estei itself from a 

* ^^^i. ^i*r:^r« Ml;rh; i: not be Howe's plan, 

^'^^ ^'c%-iArt-^ whh his ships at different places, 

-*• ^^^ •Jt- Arv*v aner him, and thereby leave the 
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'couutry opeu for Sir H«iiry ClintoQ with the 
troo|ia lit New York lo form a jiiiiclioii wilh 
Burgoynu? Wilh lliia idea Wiisliiiigtoi wrolu 
forlhwiih to the vetenin Putnam lu be uu iliu 
iilert ; collect all the force lie couU lo strengthen 
liis post at Peekakill, utid send down spies to its- 
cerlain whether Sir Henry Clinton wiis aelually 
Kl New York, and what troops he had there. 
"If he fans the number of meu with him that is 
reported," observes Washinglon, " it is probaijiy 

irith tbe intentioit to Attack you fnim beiow, wl ile 
Burgoyne comes down upon you fittro al>ave.' 

The old general, wli^ise boast it was that he 
never slept but with one eye, was alreaJy on the 
alert. A circumBlaiice hud given liiu proof posi- 
■ Henry was iu New York, mid had 
roused his military ire. A spy, sent by il>at com- 
mander, had deen detected furtively collecJing in- 
fJM'tnation of the force and condition of the post nt 
Feekskill, and had undergone a military trial. 
A vessel of war came up the Hudson in till haste, 
nnd landed n flag of truce at Verplnnck's PoinI, 
by which a message whs Iransrailled to Putnam 
Ensm Sir Henry Clinton, claiming Eilmund Palmer 

13 a lieutenant in the Briliah service. 

The reply of the old general whs brief but em- 
phatic 

" ElEAD-qiiABTKaB 'Ih luff 177T 
itid Palmer, an offi lt n the euen y a aer 
vice, was taken as a spy In k u^ w tl our I nes 
h« has been tried us u spj co den 1 is spy 
and sliall be eseculud as spy d the flag a 

ordered lo depart immediiiicly 

■■ISEAt.L PQTHJill. 
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••P. S. — He has, acoordinglj, been execu- 



GoTemor Clinton, the other goardian of the 
Highlands, and actually at his post at Fort Mont- 
gomery, was equally on the alert. He had faith- 
fully foUotred Washington's directions, in order- 
ing out militia from different counties to reinforce 
his own garrison and the army under Schuyler. 
^ I never knew the militia come out with greater 
alacrity,** writes he ; " but, as many of them have 
yet a great part of their harvests in the field, I 
fear it will be difficult to detain them long, unless 
the enemy will make some movements that indi- 
cate a design of coming this way suddenly, and 
eo obvious as to be believed by the militia." 

At the same time, the worthy governor ex- 
pressed his surprise that the Northern army bad 
not been reinforced from the eastward. " The 
want of confidence in the general officers to the 
northward," adds he, " is the specious reason. 
To me it appears a very weak one. Common 
gratitude to a sister State, as well as duty to the 
continent at large, conspire in calling on our east- 
ern neighbors to step forth on this occasion." 

One measure more was taken by Washington, 
during this interval, in aid of the Northern depart- 
ment. The Indians who accompanied Burgoyne 
were objects of great dread to the American troops, 
especially the militia. As a counterpoise to them, 
he now sent up Colonel Morgan with five hun- 
dred riflemen, to fight them in their own way. 
'*They are all chosen men," said be, "selected 
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a the army at large, «nd well ncquninted with 

be use of rifles and with that mode of iigbtiiig. 
I expecl the most emiiient services from ilieni, aud 
sIihII be mistaken if tbeir presence does not go 
r towards produciti' a general desertion among 
rages." It was, indeed, ati arm of strength, 
vhich he could but ill epare from bis ovrn army. 

~ nam was directed lo btive sliraps ready to 
ranaport them up tlie Hudson, and Gales was in- 
irtned of their being on Ibe way, and about wiiat 
irae he miglit expect them, as well as two regi- 
lents from Feekskill, under colonels Van Court- 
uidt and Livingston. 

* With ihese reinforcements, besides ibe militiit 
loder Greneral Lincoln," writes Wasliinglon to 
^, " 1 am iu hop«s you will find yourself at 
.t equal to stop the progress of Mr. Burgoyne, 
nd, by cutting off bis supplies of provisions, lo 
eudur his situation very ineligible." Waahingtoo 
'uis, ill a manner, carrying on two (rames at 
with Howe on the seaboard aud wiih Bur- 
on the upper waters of the Hudson, «nd en- 
iJeavonng by skillful movenienls to give check to 
wth. It was an arduous and coniplicutud task, es- 
tcially with his scanty and riuclualing means, and 
e wide extent of country and great diataucea over 
rbicii he bad to move his men. 

I measures to throw a force in the rear cf 
BurgoyMe were now in a fair way of being car- 
" " lulo effect. Lincoln was at Bennington. 
Jtark had Joined him wilh a body of New Hamp- 
~ ~i« militia, and a corps of Massachuaetia militia 
I arriviug. "Such a force in his rear," ob- 
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rrtr»* -«xi-i -"T" n«r ":»>^3 :«r.iirif as most m^tke his 

LZ >.»k" 'v^ ▼"-i.*:. inii •e^irrezi'rlv caDable of 

-^*ii*^i T" ::I♦^ r':r!e ve hiive in front." 

;r ii=- -r^enJiciiiisi: in lit? nei:zabi>rhood of 

:C luk "^irHuur^a "T^j* Ttceat»rdlv at that 

\vaz ixvosK-:: nsr-iaJn^rti Tri:h the military 

Ti-^^'^jiLKtr-' ir "lie Tun.** iml ir* «i3rT«?aiidIiiar coun- 

r--. uBi ci-5-^a:r ":2e s:tt?crix;-xi of forciticHtions 

c 2e —^r. Ii ine :c ilitr-ie t:^::-? he became 

Hiama^i r-in -ne jrorur ILirq-ils de Lafayette, 

aj Qtai :v,ataz.j iT-i-?«-i irroQ Fmnce, in com- 

- ▼-;:i 1 iii;n;:«r-.- :l Fr^fi-rh. Polish, and Ger- 

1 jifiBtr«w Aonrii;! 'wiiircL was the Baron de 

.3- r":* mi-rriis "•"i* ~«:c ciuiie twenty vears 

If u?*- ns: lAL il7^*:j >i*s. SLiiried nejtrly three 

^T!»r!S "u A .aiiT d Tkik i=.'i :': rtane. F ull of the 

"^jisain?* :r .;':«rrT. le lA-i ::m himself from his 

^■■;::iiTU irni»r. rjTTiei IL? back up«Dn the gayeties 

uai -jeieaiiLr? re A --rcri. \zA in defiance of im- 

'3«*^:!ineus tf^y •'-^ ■g'-'t^ multiplied in his path, 

itfiL 3CHze 1^ 'vxj X Aoiehca to join its hazard- 

3&* *ii- Ji i25 j«rers of recommendation to Mr. 
lfc*«>:u. ■J!:air'::;L:i ;£ :he Committee of Foreign Af- 
:iir^. i::*: ircLei iJe next day at the door of 
J »:;r^^^ :: i-rv Lis 5Uuve>5. Mr. Lovell came 
..-.:. LJif ^tv-f !i:ni bat Hale encouragement; 
J* i:^-^^s. 1 :*a:-: "^ras embanissed by the number 
:c* Vi-^: "1 jLr-:':'.*A:i.''a5, mauv without merit. La- 
ii.^f.:; ■:: -f:Li:e> sent in the followinnj note: 
* A:*;.=r :ny sacridoes, I have the right to ask two 
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fevors ; one is to serve at my own expense ; the 
other, to commence by serving as a volunteer."^ 

This simple appeal had its effect : it called at- 
tention to his peculiar case, and Congress resolved 
on the 31 St of July, that in consideration of his 
zeal, his illustrious family and connections, he 
should have the rank of major-general in the army 
of the United States. 

It was at a public dinner, where a number of 
members of Congress were present, that Lafayette 
first saw Washington. He immediately knew 
him, he said, from the officers who surrounded 
him, by his commanding air and person. When 
the party was breaking up, Washington took him 
aside, complimented him in a gracious manner on 
his disinterested zeal and the generosity of his 
conduct^ and invited him to make liead-quarters 
his home. ** I cannot promise you the luxuries of 
a court," said he, " but as you have become an 
American soldier, you will, doubtless, accommo- 
date yourself to the fare of an American army." 

Many days had now elapsed without further 
tidings of the fleet. What had become of it ? Had 
Howe gone against Charleston ? If so, the dis- 
tance was too great to think of following him. 
Before the army, debilitated and wasted by a 
long march, under a summer sun, in an unhealthy 
climate, could reach there, he might accomplish 
every purpose he had in view, and reembark his 
troops to turn his arms against Philadelphia, or 
any other point, without the army being at hand 
to oppose him. 

1 Memoires du Gen, Lafayette^ torn. i. p. 19. 
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What, under these oncertainties, was to be 
done ? Remain inactive, in the remote probabil- 
iiT of Howe's returning this way ; or proceed to 
the Hudson with a Tiew either to oppose Bur- 
goyne, or make an attempt upon New York? 
A succes<^nl stroke with respect to either, might 
make up £>r any losses sustained in the Soath. 
The latter was unanimously determined in a 
council of war. in which the Marquis Lafayette 
took part. As it was, however, a movement 
that might involve the most important conse- 
quences^ Wa-hington sent his aide-de-camp, Col- 
onel Alexander Hamilton, with a letter to the 
President of Congress, requesting the opinion of 
that body. Congress approved the decision of 
the council, and the army was about to be put in 
march, when all these tormenting uncertainties 
were brought to an end by intelligence that the 
fleet had actually entered the Chesapeake, and 
anchored at Swan Point, at least two hundred 
miles within the capes. " By General Howe's 
coming so £ir up the Chesapeake," writes Wash- 
ington," he must mean to reach Philadelphia by 
that route, though to be sure it is a strange one." 

The mystery of these various appearances and 
vanishings, which had caused so much wonder and 
perplexity, is easily explained. Shortly before 
putting to sea with the ships of war, Howe had 
sent a number of transports, and a ship cut down 
as a Hoating battery, up the Hudson, which had 
induced Washington to dispatch troops to the 
Highlands. After putting to sea, the fleet was a 
week in reaching the Capes of Delaware. When 
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there, the commaDders were deterred from en- 
tering the river by reports of measures taken 
to obstruct its navigation. It was then deter- 
mined to make for Chesapeake Bay, and ap- 
proach, in that way, as near as possible to Phil- 
adelphia. Contrary winds, however, kept them 
for a long time from getting into the bay. 

Lafayette, in his memoirs, describes a review 
of Washington's army which he witnessed about 
this time. " Eleven thousand men, but tolerably 
armed, and still worse clad, presented," he said, 
"a siDgular spectacle; in this parti-colored and 
often naked state, the best dresses were hunting 
shirts of brown linen. Their tactics were equally 
irregular. They were arranged without regard 
to size, excepting that the smallest men were the 
front rank ; with all this, there were good look- 
ing soldiers conducted by zealous officers." 

"We ought to feel embarrassed," said Wash- 
ington to him, " in presenting ourselves before an 
officer just from the French army." 

'* It is to learn, and not to instruct, that I come 
here," was Lafayette's apt and modest reply ; and 
It gained him immediate popularity. 

The marquis, however, had misconceived the 

nature of his appointment; his commission was 

merely honorary, but he had supposed it given 

with a view to the command of a division of the 

army. This misconception on his part caused 

Wasliington some embarrassment The marquis, 

with his characteristic vivacity and ardor, waa 

eager for immediate employ. He admitted that 

he was young and inexperienced, but always ac- 
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ed caution. Lafayette, however, from the first 

ached himself to Washington with an afiection- 

5 reverence, the sincerity of which could not 

mistaken, and soon won his way into a heart, 

lich, with all its apparent coldness, was natu- 

Uy confiding, and required sympathy and fiiend- 

ip; and it is a picture well worthy to be hung 

in history, — this cordial and enduring alliance 

the calm, dignified, sedate Washington, mature 

years and wisdom, and the young, buoyant, en- 

osiastic Lafayette. 

The several divisions of the army had been 
nmoned to the immediate neighborhood of 
liladelphia. and the militia of Pennsylvania, 
daware, and the northern parts of Virginia 
re called out Many of the militia, with Col- 
3I Proctor's corps of artillery, had . been or- 
•ed to rendezvous at Chester on the Delaware, 
)ut twelve miles below Philadelphia ; and, by 
ishington's orders. General Wayne left his 
^ade under the next in command, and re- 
red to Chester, to arrange the troops assem- 
ig there. 

ka there had been much disaffection to the 
se evinced in Philadelphia, Washington, in 
er to encourage its friends and dishearten its 
mies, marched with the whole army through 
city, down Front and up Chestnut Street. 
5at pains were taken to make the display as 
losing as possible. All were charged to keep 
heir ranks, carry their arms well, and step in 
B to the music of the drums and fifes, collected 
he centre of each brigade. " Though indifier- 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

Boi^oyne at Skenesborough. — Prepares to move towards th« 
Hudson. — Major Skene the Royalist. — Slow March to 
Fort Anne. — Schuyler at Fort Miller. — Painted Warriors. 
— Langlade. — St. Luc. — Honor of the Tomahawk. — 
Tragical History of Miss McCrea. — Its Resnlts. — Bur- 
goyne Advances to Fort Edward. — Schuyler at Stillwater. 
—Joined by Lincoln. — Burgoyne deserted by his ^ndian 
Allies. / 

|N a preceding chapter we left Burgoyne, 
early in July, at Skenesborongh, of which 
he had just gained possession. He re- 
mained there nearly three weeks, awaiting the ar- 
rival of the residue of his troops, with tents, bag- 
gage and provisions, and preparing for his grard 
move toward the Hudson River. Many royalists 
flocked to his standard. One of tiie most im- 
|)ortaDt was Major Skene, from whom the place 
was named, being its founder, and the owner of 
nuch land in its neighborhood. He had served 
D the French War, but retired on half pay ; 
wught " soldiers* grants" of land lying within this 
ownship, at a trifling price, had their titles se- 
ured by royal patent, and thus made a fortune. 
Jurgoyne considered him a valuable adjunct and 
ounselor, and frequently took adviw. from him 
I his campaign through this part of the country. 
The progress of the army towards the Hudson 
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orgoyne as a Canadian gentleman of honor 
l)ilities, and one of the best partisans of the 
sh in the war of 1756. 

rgoyoe trusted to his newlj arrived Indiana 
-e a check to the operations of Schujler, 
iog the terror they inspired throughout the 
ry. He thought also to employ them in a 
foray to the Connecticut River, to force a 
f of provisions, intercept reinforcements to 
American army, and confirm the jealousy 

he had, in many ways, endeavored to excite 

New Cngland provinces. He was naturally 
lane man, and disliked Indian allies, but 
lad hitherto served in company with civilized 

and he trusted to the influence possessed 
jera by St. Luc and Langlade, to keep them 

the usages of war. A circumstance oc- 
, however, which showed how little the 
honor " of these warriors of the tomahawk 

be def>ended upon. 

oreneral Eraser's division was a young of- 
ieutenant David Jones, an American loyal- 
[is family had their home in the vicinity of 
Edward before the Revolution. A mutual 
lent had taken place between the youth 
>eautiful girl, Jane McCrea. SI e was the 
ir of a Scotch Presbyterian clergyman of 
seys, sometime deceased, and resided with 
)ther on the banks of the Hudson a few 
below Fort Edward. The lovers were 
I to be married, when the breaking out of 
r severed families and disturbed all the 
8 of life. The Joneses were royalists ; tbo 
in. * 11 



EXPEDITION TO BENNmOTOS 169 

hgence that the part of his army which he had 
detached from Canada under Colonel St. Leger, 
to proceed by Lake Ontario and Oswego and 
make a diversion on the Mohawk, had pene- 
trated to that river, and were actually investing 
Fort Stanwix, the stronghold of that part of 
the country. 

To carry out the original plan of his cam- 
paign, it now behooved him to make a rapid 
move down the Hudson, so as to be at hand 
to cooperate with St. Leger on his approach to 
Albany. But how was he to do this, deficient 
as he was in horses and vehicles for transpor- 
tation ? In this dilemma Colonel (late major) 
Skene, the royalist of Skenesborough, to whom, 
from his knowledge of all this region, he had of 
lato resorted for counsel, informed him that at 
Bennington, about twenty-four miles east of tlie 
Hudson, the Americans had a great depot of 
horses, carriages, and supplies of all kinds, in- 
tended for their Northern army. This place, he 
added, might easily be surprised, being guarded 
hj only a small militia force. 

An expedition was immediately set on foot, 

fiot only to surprise this place, but to scour 

t'le country from Rockingham to Otter Creek; 

go down the Connecticut as far as Brattlebor- 

ough, and return by the great road to Albany, 

'here to meet Burgoyne. They were to make 

Pi*isoners of all officers, civil and military, whom 

'^ey might meet, acting under Congress ; to tax 

^*^e towns where they halted with everything 

^ey stood in need of, and bring ofi* all horses 
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hearted officer of Dutch descent, who had served 
under Greneral Montgomery in Canada. 

It was a motley force which appeared before 
it; British. Hessian, Royalist, Canadian, and In- 
dian, about seventeen himdred in all. Among 
them were St. Leger's rangers and Sir John 
Johnson's royalist corps, called his greens. Many 
of the latter had followed Sir John into Canada 
from the valley of the Mohawk, and were now re- 
turned to bring the horrors of war among their 
former neighbors. The Indians, their worthy al- 
lies, were led by the famous Brant. 

On the 3d of August, St. Leger sent in a flag 
with a summons to surrender ; accompanied by a 
proclamation in style and spirit similar to that re- 
cently issued by Burgoyne, and intended to oper- 
ate on the garrison. Both his summons and liis 
proclamation were disregarded. He now set his 
troops to work to fortify his camp and clear ob- 
structions from Wood Creek and the roads, for the 
transportation of artillery and provisions, and sent 
out scouting parties of Indians in all directions, to 
cut off all communication of -the garrison with the 
surrounding country. A few shells were thrown 
bto the fort The chief annoyance of the garri- 
son was from the Indians firing with their rifles 
from behind trees on those busied in repairing the 
' parapets. At night they seemed completely to 
surround the fort, fiUing the woods with their yells 
Mid howlinors. 

On the 6th of August, three men made their 
'^ay into the fort through a swamp, wliich the 
doemy had deemed impassable. They brought 
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or without being sure of cooperation from the 
garrison, and was still for awaiting the precon* 
oerted signals. High words ensued between him 
and two of his officers. He had a brother and 
other relatives among the enemy, and hence there 
were some doubts of his fidelity, though they 
subsequently proved to be unmerited. Colonels 
Cox and Paris were particularly urgent for an 
advance, and suspicious of the motives for hold- 
ing back. Paris was a prominent man in Tryon 
County, and member of the Committee of Safety, 
and in compliance with the wishes of that com- 
mittee, accompanied Herkimer as his volunteer 
aide. Losing his temper in the dispute, he ac- 
cused the latter of being either a tory or a cow- 
ard. '* No," replied the brave old man, " I feel 
toward you all as a father, and will not lead you 
into a scrape from which I cannot extricate you.*' 
His discretion, however, was overpowered by re- 
peated taunts, and he at length, about nine o'clock, 
gave the word to march ; intimating, however, 
that those who were the most eager to advance, 
would be the first to run away. 

The march was rather dogged and irregular. 

There was ill-humor between tlie general and his 

oflicers. Colonels Paris and Cox advised him to 

throw out a reconnoitering party in the advance, 

but he disregarded their advice, and perhaps in 

^ery opposition to it, neglected so necessary a 

precaution. About ten o'clock they came to a 

place where the road was carried on a causeway 

of logs across a deep marshy ravine, between 

b^'gh level banks. The main division descended 



LZFE or WASHfXGTOn. 



Tg*iL . ^ v^Kh. everr ooe saw little but what no 
rni-^i ji lii* TTiTaHiiAie viciiiitv. The ludians, 
•£ .e*x:ru* iii«*l3;r i»c Dcanv of their bravest war- 
"tjps. s*tr^ ae nKrwtrliiz cry. -Oonah ! Oonahl" 
uiti ii**t 3; zie ■•^Qi^iaw Toe greens and rangers, 
itni"i«r A ir-n:! ^ ^ direction of the fort, feared 
Ml u'Ohzx iD«:a :±ie£r cunp. and hastened to its 
xt-Aif&e. j L"^I-i ^ r-iT wi:a them many prisoners. 
r*ie JLmfr-JL-ajz^ ii-i ZfZZ par^ae them, but placing 
:ie«r -viumStfti mi liners made of branches of 
T- iL. v rstciTTHiC :j C»rs*iLjiiv. Both parties liave 
nrniin:*! ue Tx-£:rr: ni: is does not appear that 
jicuHT »•& eadijic :o i:. The dead of both par- 
317^ jtj iir \£ats. cnbciHed on tlie field of action, 
Hi%£ A. v'iumiifC cc3c«rr q£ the eueniv (Major Watts) 
a'-r laeps :•'? vSty* unrelieved, until found by an 
^ti:»ii ^??a- I- wv.x.Id seem as if each party 
"jmH-' iij«n«SMiiei :li:^ scene of one of the most 
9&viii5« ■•joxfics oc :he Revolution. Tlie Anieri 
;;ia:«- jski rvo aundred killed, and a numbc 
-vi.untiifL SfvenL of these were officers. Tl 
«AK> jt rile eaemy is thought to have been equal 
f-^MZ ai« i> aombers : but then the difference 
v-sbiK '3«r«^;ea nesuiATs and militia! the forn 
jr*ia :je r«use oc' mankind, mere hirelings, wli€ 
«^ xjicr^ t.'e rri vales of tiie militia, called 
r*,*tu :.tr:r h-cu^rs :o detVnd their neijrbborh 
*<!n* 3:;ijiT or :a^ worthiest and most valuab 
;-:e yrcoianry. T'cir premature haste of th« 
-::a::s :a jL::jkck:Ei^. had saved the Americans 
-«■ :;j: s.v.up'^:;ely surrounded. The rear*f 
tti c !j.t->j: ei:;:cred the dtrtile, turned and u 
r:«fii^ recredLC buc were pursued by the Ii 
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and suffered greatly in a ruDiiing fight. We may 
add that those who Imd been most urgent with 
General Herkimer for this movement, were among 
the first to suffer from it. Colonel Cox was shot 
down at the first fire, so was a son of Colonel 
Paris; the colonel himself was taken prisoner, 
and fell beneath the tomahawk of the famous 
Red Jacket. 

As to Greneral Herkimer, he was conveyed to 
his residence on the Mohawk River, and died 
nine days after the battle, not so much from his 
wound as from bad surgery ; sinking gradually 
through loss of blood from an unskillful amputa- 
tion. He died like a philosopher and a Chris- 
tian, smoking his pipe and reading his Bible to 
the last His name has been given to a county 
in that part of the State.^ 

The sortie of Colonel Willett had been spirited 
and successful. He attacked the encampments 
of Sir John Johnson and the Indians, which were 
contiguous, and strong detachments of which were 
absent on the ambuscade. Sir John and his men 
were driven to the river, and the Indians fled to 
the woods. Willett sacked their camps ; loaded 
Wagons with camp equipage, clothing, blankets, 
and stores of all kinds, seized the baggage and 
papers of Sir John and of several of his ofiicers, 
and retreated safely to the fort, just as St. Leger 
was coming up with a powerful reinforcement, 
^'ive colors, which he had brought away with 
. liun as trophies, were displayed under the flag 

* Some of the particulars of this action were given to the 

•nthor bv a son of Colonel Paris. 
Voi« 111. 12 
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5t Leger now began to lose heart. The fort 
ved more capable of defense than he had an- 
pated. His artillery was too light, and the 
iparts, being of sod, were not easily battered, 
was obliged reluctantly to resort to the pro- 
j of sapping and mining, and began to make 
ular approaches. 

jransevoort, seeing the siege was likely to be 
tracted, resolved to send to General Schuyler 
succor. Colonel Willett volunteered to uu- 
take the perilous errand. He was accom- 
lied by Lieutenant Stockwell, an excellent 
odsman, who served as a guide. They left 
I fort on the 10th, after dark, by a sally port, 
jsed by the British sentinels and close by the 
iian camp, without being discovered, and made 
3ir way through bog and morass and pathless 
'ests, and all kinds of risks and hardships, until 
ey reached the German Flats on the Moliawk. 
ere Willett procured a couple of horses, and 
: dint of hoof arrived at the camp of General 
ihuyler at Stillwater. A change had come 
er the position of that commander four days 
evious to the arrival of Colonel Willett, as we 
All relate in the ensuing chapter. 








CHAPTER XVL 



- •• ir* V ■:•; K^u^ " 



^— » *« ^- 



r-"S.-": -. — .-- * 

' ».• w t — At: 

••■■fc ■■ r:-::: "■* 
- I.- : ~*^ r Ir 



— * LifJL 



r-TifiJir.v. — Applies for Rein- 

T-f ri:r:?::5ra of Stark.— 

J"- * v:::: there un-in. — Relief 

-'i v:'. ^r.reers to conduct it. 

— ri:rl-:I? drrerra'.Dation of 

>.f Zi-rTjr ag-ain't Benning- 

: 1- A ".f? — Baum.the Hes- 

'.-' ■ — M-fterinj: of the Mili- 

— i?i"> ■:■•' BenniiiiTton. — 

.:f i — RfCcrr:o= of the News 

;cT-'i. -Tj^rS New England to 




"%■* V T" ^ 



.:-?... A. > 



■ 1 « M 



^■:c i ■ 1. ; ,; 



; 1 ; r N. 



-^ * -i' 



ir-v in the earlv 

stirricg appeals 

re::, forcecien ti». 

::u : he li.id re- 

..:r :i: OriskaiiY, 

• 

:u-. r, aii.l Trvoii 

• 

.■..s-^isv-ii'.ci-. One 

.-.:. J 'Vin Stark. 

y.-- ■ -li war and 

:!-: ...i.': his farm 

...5 "...iir.c was a 

Gr, rv. Ml 11 n tain 

V :'.; ^:vernment, 

: .? :. :i:e having 

:.:;;:->. Hearing 



SCHUYLER RECALLED, 181 

that he was on a visit to LiDcoIn^s caix^p at Man- 
chester, Schuyler wrote to that General, " Assure 
General Stiirk that I have acquainted Congress 
of his situation, and that I trust and entreat he 
will, in the present alarming crisis, waive his 
right ; the greater the sacrifice he makes to his 
feelings, the greater wiU be the honor due to him 
for not having suffered any consideration what- 
ever to come in competition with the weal of his 
country : entreat him to march immediately to 
our army." 

Schuyler had instant call to practice the very 
virtue he was inculcating. He was about to 
mount his horse on the 10th, to return to the 
camp at Stillwater, when a dispatch from Con- 
gress was put into his hand conUxining the re- 
solves which recalled him to attend a court of 
inquiry about the affair of Ticonderoga, and re- 
quested Washington to appoint an ofl&cer to suc- 
ceed him. 

Schuyler felt deeply the indignity of being 
thus recalled at a time when an engagement was 
apparently at hand, but endeavored to console 
hinaself with the certainty that a thorough in- 
vestigation of his conduct would prove how much 
j^c was entitled to the thanks of his country. He 
"^tiniated the same in his reply to Congress ; in 
^^ mean time, he considered it his duty to re- 
gain at his post until his successor should arrive, 
or some officer in the department be nominated 
to the command. Returning, therefore, to the 
camp at Stillwater, he continued to conduct the 
ftfikira of the army with unremitting zeal. *• Uu- 
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ittwk River, where it empties into the Hud* 
and a brigade was posted above the Falls 
be Mohawk, called the Cohoes, to prevent 
enemy from crossing there. It was consid- 
a strong position, where they could not be at- 
ad without great disadvantage to the assailant. 
he feelings of Schuyler were more and more 
;ed as the game of war appeared drawing to 
818. *' I am resolved," writes he to his friend 
ne, " to make another sacrifice to my country, 
risk the censure of Congress by remaining 
lis quarter after I am relieved, and bringing 
he militia to the support of this weak army.'* 
.8 yet he did not know who was to be his 
easor in the command. A letter from Duane 
med him that General Gates was the man. 
till the noble part of Schuyler's nature wai 
ihe ascendant. " Your fears may be up," 
es he in reply, " lest the ill-treatment I have 
irienced at his hands, should so far get the 
3r of my judgment as to embarrass him. Do 
my dear friend, be uneasy on that account. 
1 incapable of sacrificing my country to a re- 
men t, however just ; and I trust I shall give 
zample of what a good citizen ought to do 
1 he is in my situation." 
^e will now take a view of occurrences on the 
L and left of Burgoyne, and show the effect 
Ichuyler's measures, poorly seconded as they 
S in crippling and straitening the hivading 
f. And first, we will treat of the expedition 
ast Bennington. This was a central place, 
her the live stock was driven from various 
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mselves with horses in the course of the foray 
L a skeleton corps of royalists would be filled 
by recruits. 

rhe Germans hud no great liking for the In- 
ns as fellow campaigners ; especially those who 
1 come from Upper Canada under St. Luc. 
?heBe savages are heathens, huge, warlike, and 
tefprising, but wicked as Satan," writes a Hes- 
A officer. " Some say they are cannibals, but 
do not believe it; though in their fury they 
H tear the flesh off their enemies with their 
Bth. They have a martial air, and their wild 
naments become them."^ St. Luc, who com- 
anded them, had been a terror to tlie English 
»lonists in the French war, and it was intimated 
lat he possessed great treasures of "old Eng- 
Jh scalps." He and his warriors, however, had 
sappeared from camp since the affair of Miss 
feCrea. The present were Indians from Lower 
anada. 

The choice of German troops for this foray, was 
Bch sneered at by the British officers. ** A corps 
^ild not have been found in the whole armv," 
id they, " so unfit for a service requiring rapid- 
} of motion, as Riedesel's dragoons. The very 
it and sword of one of them weighed nearly as 
Qch as the whole equipment of a British soldier, 
be worst British regiment in the service would 
arch two miles to their one." 
To be nearer at hand in case assistance should 
'required, Burgoyne encamped on the east side 

the Hudson, nearly opposite Saratoga, throw- 

1 SchlOzer's Binefwechselj Th. iii. Heft xvii . 
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miles off, in full retreat, Baum and his force a 
mile in their rear. 

Stark halted and prepared for action. Baum 
also halte<i, posted himself on a high ground at a 
bend of the little river Walloomscoick, and be<;an 
to intrench himself. Stark fell back a mile, to 
wait for reinforcements and draw down Baum 
from his strong position. A skirmish took place 
between the advance guards; thirty of Baum's 
men were killed, and two Indian chiefs. 

An incessant rain on the 15th prevented an at- 
tack on Baum's camp, but there was continual 
skirmishing- The colonel strengthened his in- 
trenchmeuts, and finding he had a larger force to 
contend with than he had anticipated, sent off in 
all haste to Burjrovne for reinforcements. Col- 
onel Breyman marched off immediately, with five 
hundreil Hessian grenadiers and infantry and two 
six-pounders, leaving behind him his tents, bag- 
naiie, and stuidards. He also found the roads 
si> tleep, and the horses so bad, that he was nearly 
two days getting four-and-twenty miles. The 
tactics of the Hessians were against them. " So 
foolishly attached were they to forms of discipline," 
writes a British historian, ** that in marchinj; 
ilmnioh thickets they stopped ten times an hour 
to divss their ranks.'* It was here, in fact, that 
ihev mvv<t divailed tiie American rifle. ** In the 
■vHvn tield," said they, " the rebels are not much; 
but they ai-e redoubtable in the woods.'* ^ 

In the mean time the more alert and active 
Americans had been mustering from all quarters 

i Schlozer*8 Bi-iefioechsel. 
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t Sinrk's assislaDce, willi such weii|ions m they 
lail Ht hand. During Iho i.iglit of tliti 15th, Col- 
wl Syino'uls arrived wicli a body of BBrksltire 
Among them was u bellij^ereiit pureoii, 
idl of fi^ihl, Allen by UHine, pssiUy of the be!U- 
pose fHmily tif the hero of Ticonderogtu '■ Gleii 
' cried lie, ■' the people of Berkshire have 
sen oAen called out to no purpose; if you don't 
B them R chance lo fight now ihej will never 
n out again." " You would not turn out now, 
|rhile it is dark and raiuing, would you?" de- 
iiiiied Stark, " Not just now," was the reply. 
^Well, if the Lord should ojice more give m aun- 
pahine, and I don't gire you fighting enough," re- 
ft {biited the veteran, '■ I'll never as\t you to turn out 
1 .gBin." 

On [he following morning the sun shone bright, 
aud Stark prepared to attiiek Baum iu hii^ in- 
trcncbmenls ; (hough he had no artillery, and his 
tneu, for the most part, had only their ordinary 
brown firelocks without bayonets. Two hundred 
nfhis met), under Colonel Nichols, were detached 
Iu the rear of the enemy's \e\\ ; three hundred un- 
der Colonel Herrick, to llie rear of his rjglil ; 
ihcy were lu join their forces aud attack him in 
lie rear, while colonels Hubbai-d aud Sliekney, 
Kith two hundred men, diverted hia otleutioii iu 

Colonel Skene and Ihe royalists, when (hey saw 
tiiB Americans issuing out of the woods on differ- 
«Qt sides, persuaded (hemseU'es, and endeavored 
In persuade Bauni, that ihcse were the loyal peo- 
ple of Ihe euuulry flocking lo his standard. The 
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pursue them, lest in the darkness his men'shoulci 
fire upon each other. "Another hour of day- 
light," said he in his report, " and I should have 
captured the whole body." The veteran had 
had a horse shot under him, but escaped without 
wound or bruise. 

Four brass field-pieces, nine hundred dragoon 
swords, a thousand stund of arms, and four am- 
munition wagons were the spoils of this victory. 
Thirty-two oflficers, five hundred and sixty-four 
privates, including Canadians and loyalists, were 
taken prisoners. The number of slain was very 
considerable, but could not be ascertained, many 
having fallen in the woods. The brave but un- 
fortunate Baum did not long survive. The Amer- 
icans had one hundred killed and wounded. 

Burgoyne was awakened in his camp towards 
daylight of the 17 th, by tidings that Colonel 
Baum had surrendered. Next came word that 
Colonel Breyman was engaged in severe and 
doubtful conflict. The whole army was roused, 
and were preparing to hasten to his assistance, 
when one report after another gave assurance 
that he was on his way back in safety. Tho 
main body, therefore, remained in camp at the 
Batten kiln ; but Burgoyne forded that stream 
with the 47th regiment and pushed forward until 
four o'clock, when he met Breyman and his troops, 
weary and haggard with hard fighting and hard 
marching, in hot weather. In the evening all re- 
turned to their old encampments.^ 

General Schuyler was encamped on Van 

i Schluzer's Bnefwechsel, Th. iii. Heft xiii 
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Icliaick's Island at the mourh of the Mohawk 
ei-, when ii letter from Geiiei-nl LiiiL-olii, dated 
iiiiipliiii, August I8lh, informed him of " Ihe 
Rpilftl blow given the enemy hj Geiiiiriil Slark." 
1 trust," replies he, Aiignst 19th, " thut ilie se- 
rerily with which they have heeii handled will 
etard Geiicnil Biii'igoyiie'B progress. Part of his 
: was yesterday afternoon about Ihreii miles 
ft half above Stillwater. If the enemy hare 
ntirely lefY that pari of the country you are in, 
think it wonld )>e advisable for yon to move lo- 
rsrds Hudson River tending towards Stillwater." 
" Govenior Clinton," wriles he to Stark on Ihe 
e (iny, " is coming up with a body of iniiitiii, 
ind I Irust Ihat after what the enemy have ex- 
Bnenced irom you. their pixigresa will he retarded, 
'lat we shull see iheiu driven out of this part 
f the country." 

uow hoped to hear that Arnold hitd raised 
;ge of Foi-t .Slanwix. " If (hat take place," 
lid be, " it will be possible to engage two or 
hree hundred Indians to join this army, aud Cou- 
i may rest assured that my best endeavors 
linll not be wanting to aceompliah it." 

Tidings of the affair of Bennington reached 
'~8sliitigt on, fust before he moved his camp from 
H ijcigbborhood of PliJIadelphia to Wilmington, 
lid it relieved his mind from a world of anxious 
erplexity. In a tetter U» Putnam be writes. 
As there is not now the least danger of Gen- 
] Howe's going to New England, I hope the 
rhole force oF tiiat country will turn out, and, by 
tllowiiig the great stroke struck by General Slarli 
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near Bennington, entirely crush G!«tneral Bul^ 
goyne, who, by bis letter to Colonel Baum, Beenw 
to be in want of almost everything." 

We will now give the fate of Bnrgoyne'e de- 
tachment, uDder St. Leger, sent to capture Fort 
Staawix, and ravage the volley of Uie Mahairk. 





CHAPTER SVH. 

nof Arnold to relieve Fort Slsnna. — Ysn'Yort 

[ Cajler. — Tlie Sitge prcESed. — IiirtiHoti Intractabla Sac- 

B uT Amold'H Slratigem. — Hiraised Retreat of St. 
j Leger. — Moral Effect of Ihe Two Blows given W I he En - 

— Brigliteniug rrospeots iu the American Camp 

■I of Gales, -MaEiumimmia Conduct of Schi.yler. 

orly requited by Gates. — Correspondence between 

Burgoyne concerning tba Mnrder of Bliis Me- 

■RNOLD'S mtirch to Ihe relief of Port 
I StHiiwix, wa3 alower ihaii suileJ liis 

erit snd impnlient spirit. He wjls 

ddniiii-d iu the vslley of tlie Mohawk by bnd 
roads, by the iHwessiljr of wailing for bHggnge 
ud ammiinition wagona, and fm* militia r«ct*uita 
vfao tumed out Kloctunllj. lie eent inissivL's lo 
' Colonel Qansevoort assuring him that he would 
relieve him in tha »»iirM of r few dnys. '■ lie 
Doder no kind of Bpprelienaioii," writes he. "I 
know the strength of the enemy, and hoie lo deal 
mlh them.'' 

In fact, conscioua of the smulltiess of his force, 
I be had resorted to slrntagem, sending etnis^ai'ies 
L ahead to spread exaggerated reports of the inimber 
* ' ' i troops, BO a» to work on the fenrs of the 
v'b Indian allies and induce them to desert, 
J most importaut of these emissuries was one 
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Yau Yoat Cuyler, an eccentric half-witted fellow, 
known throughout the country as a rank tory. 
He had been convicted as a spy, and only spared 
from the halter on the condition that he would go 
into St. Leger*s camp, and spread alarming reports 
among the Indians, by whom he was well known. 
To insure a faithful discharge of his mission. Ar- 
nold detained his brother as a hostage. 

On his way up the Mohawk Valley, Arnold was 
joined by a New York regiment, under Colonel 
James Livingston, sent by Gates to reinforce 
him. On arriving at the German Flats he re- 
ceived an express from Colonel Gansevoort, in- 
forming him that he was still besieged, but in high 
spirits and under no apprehensions. In a letter 
to Gates, written from the Grerman Flats (August 
21st), Arnold says, " I leave this place this morn- 
ing with twelve hundred continental troops and a 
handful of militia for Fort Schuyler, still besieged 
by a number equal to ours. You will hear of ray 
being victorious — or no more. As soon as the 
safety of this part of the country will permit, I 
will fly to your assistance." ^ 

All this while St. Leger was advancing his 
parallels and pressing the siege ; while provisions 
and ammunition were rapidly decreasing within 
the fort. St. Leger's Indian allies, however, were 
growing sullen and intractable. This slow kind 
of warfare, this war with the spade, they were 
unaccustomed to, and they by no means relished 
it. Beside, they had been led to expect easy 
times, little fighting, many scalps, and much 

1 Gates's Papers, 
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Innder ; wlierean t)u\y had fought hard, loxt runny 
r iheir besC chiefs, been t'hecked in (heir cruelty, 
od gained do booty. 
At [bia juncliire, scouts brought woi-d tliftt a 
cfl niie thousand strong WOA miircliiiig to the re- 
f of the fort Eager to put hia Hnvages in 
lion, St. Leger in a council of war offered to 
heir chiefs to place bimaelf at llieir head, with 
liree hundred of hia best troops, and meet tho 
aemy as they Hdvaneed. It was agrepil, and 
liey eallied forth together to choose a fighting 
round. By this time rumors stfile inio tlm aimp 
oublitig the number of the approaching enemy. 
lurgoyiie's wliole army were said to have been 
efenled. Lazily came Yan Yost Cuylur, with 
16 coat full of bullet holes, giving out that he 
nd esf^p^ from the hands of the Americana, 
pd had been fired u[ion by them. Qia story was 
elieved, for his wounded eo-at corroborated it, and 
e WB3 known to be a royalisL Mingling among 
Is old acquaintances, the Indians, he assured tliem 
llMt the Americans were close at hand and 
Dumemus as the leaves on the trees," 

Arnold's stratagem succeeded. Tlie Iniliiins, 
ekie aa the winds, began to desert. Sir John 
oliiison and ftjloiiels CLius and Bntler endeavored 
1 vain to reassure and relnin them. In a little 
fhile two hundred had deiampcd, and the rest 
breatened to do so likewise, unless St. Leger re- 
lated. 

The unfortunate colonel fonod loo late what 
'itfit reliance wna to be placed upon Indian allies. 
3« determined, on the 22d, to send off his sick, 
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him. " Ugpj^my leaving Philadelphia," writes 
he, **tfcSprospect this way appeared most gloomy, 
but the severe cheeks the enemy have met with 
at Bennington and Tryon County, have given a 
more pleasing view of public affairs. Particu- 
lar accounts of the signal victory gained by Gren- 
eral Stark, and of the severe blow General Her- 
kimer gave Sir John Johnson and the scalpers 
under his command, have been transmitted to 
your Excellency by Greneral Schuyler. I anx- 
iously expect the arrival of an express from Gren- 
eral Arnold, with an account of the total defeat 
of the enemy in that quarter. 

■" I cannot sufficiently thank your Excellency 
for sending Colonel Morgan's corps to this army. 
They will be of the greatest service to it; for, 
until the late success this way, I am told the 
array were quite panic-struck by the Indians, 
and their tory and Canadian assassins in Indian 
dress.*' 

Grovernor Clinton was immediately expected 
in camp, and he intended to consult with him 
and General Lincoln upon the best plan to dis- 
tress, and, he hoped, finally to defeat the enemy. 
" We shall no doubt," writes he, " unanimously 
agree in sentiment with your Excellency, to keep 
generals Lincoln and Stark upon the flank and 
rear of the eni^my, while the main body opposes 
them in front." 

Not a word does he say of consulting Schuy- 
ler, who, more than any one else, was acquainted 
with the department and its concerns, who was 
in constant correspondence with Washington, and 
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had c^Qpcrnted witti hjtn in eBecCmg tlie mesB- 
nrea which liwl productci the present promiaitig 
■illlation of affiiirs. So fur was hu fi-om reepanJ- 
ing to Schii^lur's magciiiDimitj, and prulitiDg by 
his uobly ofiered couiiael Hiid aasislimue, Ilial he 
(lid not even asic hiin to be present at his Hrat 
council of war, although Jie invited up General 
Ten Broeck of the militia from Albany to attend 

it. 

^is conduct in tliis respect provoked a caus- 
tic remark from the celebrated Gouvcraeur Mor- 
" The commander-in-chief of the Norlhern 
department," aoid he, " may, if be please, neglect 
to ask or dii^dain to receive advice, but tho^e wlio 
know him, will, I am sure, be conynced that he 
inuits it." 

alea opened hastilitiea agaiiiBt Burgoyne ivilh 
the pen. He hud received a leltei' from (hat 

nander, complaining of the harsh trealmetit 
experienced by the royali^'ts captured at Beniiing- 
" Duty and principle," writes Burgoyne, 

ide me a public enemy to the AmericaDS who 
have tAketi np arms ; bnl I »eek to be a geiicr- 
lOUB one \ nor liave I the shadow of rcHeiitinent 
Sgnioat any indiviilual who does not induce it by 
ftOta derogatory to (hose maxims upon wljicli all 
VOen of honor think alike." 

There was nothing in this that was not borne 
cut by the conduct and character of Burgoyne ; 
but Gales seized upon the occasion to t»»ai\ that 
9t>mmaiidoi' in no measured terms in regard to 
;liu Indinn allies. 

« Thai the Bnvages," said he, " sliould in their 
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warfare mangle the unhappy prisoners who &U 
into their hands, is neither new nor extraordi- 
nary ; but that the famous General Burgoyne, in 
whom the fine gentleman is united with the 
scholar, should hire the savages of America to 
scalp Europeans ; nay more, that he should pay 
a price for each scalp so barbarously taken, is 
more than will be believed in Europe, until au- 
thenticated facts shall in every gazette confirm 
the horrid tale." 

After this prelude, he went on to state the 
murder of Miss McCrea, alleging that her mur- 
derer was*" employed by Burgoyne. " Two pa- 
rents," 'added he, "with their six children, were 
treated with 4he same inhumanity while quietly 
resting in their once happy and peaceful dwell- 
ing. Upwards of one hundred men, women, and 
children, have perished by the hands of the ruf- 
fians, to whom it is asserted you have paid the 
price of blood." 

Gates showed his letter to General Lincoln 
and Colonel Wilkinson, who demurred to its per- 
sonality ; but he evidently conceived it an achieve- 
ment of the pen, and spurned their criticism.^ 

Burgoyne, in a manly reply, declared that he 
would have disdained to justify himself from such 

1 After General Gates had written his letter to Burgoyne, 
he called General Lincoln and myself into his apartment, read 
it to us, and requested our opinion of it, which we declined 
giving; but being pressed by him, with diffidence we con- 
curred in judgment, that he had been too personal ; to which 
the old gentleman replied with his characteristic bluntness, 
" Hy G — ! I don't believe either of you can mend it;" and 
the consultaticm terminated. — Wilkinson's Memoirs, vol. / 
p. 231. * * 
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ip)>o<]ii>s of fiction and calumny, bat that Iiis 
>D(M! tuiglit be Foiistrueil \a\.a hii niimi»»ion of 
heir trull], rdiI lead to acts of rulnliKtioii. He 
ironouDced ull the inlellig^nCQ cited respecting 
' e ci'uelilles of tbe Indi»i>s to ba folse, wiih lliu 
:(Kptian of the case of Miss McCrca. Tbi^ be 
It in its tnie tight, adding, thnt it had been os 
ily lamented and abliorrcd by him, aa it 
DDuhl be by the tendercst of her IViends. " I 
ould Dot," declared he, " be conscious of the 
its you preaume to impute to me, for the whole 
inlinent of America ; Ihongh the wcnllh of 
rorlds wue in its bowels, and a paradi^ upon its 

We have already shown what was the real 
induct of Burgoyno in (his deplorable affair, and 
«[ieral Gales could and should have ascerliiined 
, before " be presumed lo impute " to a gallant 
Itagonisl and a humane and cultivated geulle- 
nn, snch base nnd barbarous policy. It was the 
irernment under which Burgoyne served that 
raa chargi-able with the murderous acta of the 
iVBges. He is rather to be pitied for being 
bilged to employ such iiell-hounds, whom be eii- 
" mvored in vain to hold in check. Great Britain 
wped ihu reward of her policy in the odium wliicii 
cftst npou her cau^, and [be delermined and suc- 
ssfiil opposition whitih it provoked in the Artier- 
an bosom, 
Wa will now shift llie scene to Washington's 
tmp at "WiliningtoDi where we left him walth* 
ig Lbe operatiouB of the 13rilish fleet, nnd pre- 
witig to oppose llie army uiiiler Sir William 
towi! in ila designs upon Philtidelphia. 
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ng, Washington received in- 

^. ^ oiiemy were landing. There 

"*' -public and private stores at the 

" ""*• . liich he feared would fall into 

ihey moved quickly. Every at- 

-^ »o made to check them. The divis- 

:ils Greene and Stephen were within 

i of Wilmington ; orders were sent 

*■ - to march thither immediately. The 

divisions, which had halted at Chester 

I, were to hurry forward. Major-general 

'ng, the same who had surprised the Indian 

of Kittaning in the French war, and who 

•'ommanded the Pennsylvania militia, was 

1 to send down, in the cool of the night, all 

men he could muster, properly armed. " The 

rst attempt of the enemy," writes Washington, 

will be with light parties to seize horses, car- 

i'iages, and cattle, and we must endeavor to check 

them at the outset" 

General Bodney, therefore, who commanded 
the Delaware militia, was ordered to throw out 
BOontB and patrols toward the enemy to watch 
their motions ; and to move near them with his 
troopSy as soon as he should be reinforced by the 
lAaryland militi^v 

Xdght tiroops were sent out early in the morn- 
ing to hover about and harass the invsCders. 
Washington himself accompanied by General 
Greene and the Marquis de Lafayette and their 
lidesy rode forth to reconnoiter the country in 
the neighborhood of the enemy, and determine 
tmr to dispose of his forces when they should be 
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collected. The only etninenoes near Elk were 
Iron Hill and Gray's Hill ; the latter within two 
miles of the enemy. It was difficult, however 
to get a good view of their encampment, and 
judge of the number that had landed. Hoars 
were passed in riding from place to place recon- 
noitering, and taking a military survey of the 
surrounding country. At length a severe storm 
drove the party to take shelter in a farm-house. 
Night came on dark and stormy. Washington 
showed no disposition to depart. His compan- 
ions became alarmed for his safety ; there was 
risk of his being surprised, being so near the 
enemy's camp. He was not to be moved either 
by advice or entreaties, but remained all night 
under the ^mner's roo£ When he left the house 
at daybreak, however, «ays Lafayette, he acknowl- 
edged his imprudence, and that the most insignif- 
icant traitor might have caused his ruin. 

Indeed, he ran a similar risk to that which in 
the previous year had produced General Lee's 
catastrophe. 

The country was in a great state of alarm. 
Th^ inhabitants were hurrying off their most 
valuable effects, so that it was difficult to procure 
catUe and vehicles to remove the public stores. 
The want of horses, and the annoyances given 
by the American light troops, however, kept 
Howe from advancing promptly, and gave time 
fl>r the grtH^ter part of the stores to be saved. 

lo allay the public alarm, Howe issued a 
pro.|imaUon on the 27th, pK>mising the strictest 
regulanty aiul onier on the part of his army ; 
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with secui'ily of person and property to all who 

remained quietly nt home, and pardon to thosa 

under arms, who shauld promptly reluni to iheXt 

The proclaniHtion Jiacl a quieting ef- 

if especially among the loyalists, who uboiiodei] 

these parts. 

The divisiona of generals Csene and SlopheD 
ire now stationed several milea in advance of 
iiigton, behind White Clay Creek, about teu 
liles from the Head of Elk. General SroHllwood 
ad Colonel Gist had. been directed by Congrees 
» take command of the militia of Maryland, who 
gathering on the westerti shore, and Wash- 
igton sent ihem oi'dera to cooperate with Gen- 
ral Sodney nnd get in the renr of the enemy. 

Washington now felt the want of Morgan and 
lis riflemen, whom he had sent to aGGist the 
rorthent army ; to supply their place, he formed 
£Orp8 of light troops, by drafling a hundred 
ten from each brigade. The command was given 
> Major-general Maxwell, who was lo hover 
bout the enemy and give them continual annoy- 

The army ahout thLt lime was increased by 
le arrival of Geaend SuUivan and his division 
f three thousand men. He liad recently, while 
aCHOiped at Hanover in Jersey, made a gallnnt 
Kempt to surprise and capture a corps of one 
id proviuciala stationed on Staten Island, 

» dialttnce from the fortiHed camp, and oppo- 
lile tha Jei'sey shore. The attempt waa par- 
" Uy auccessfiil; a. number of the provincials 

ire captured g but the regulars came to the 
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rescue. Sullivan bad not brought sufficient boats 
to secure a retreat. His rear-guard was captured 
while waiting for the return of the boats, yet not 
¥nthout a sharp resistance. There was loss on 
both sides, but the Americans suffered most 
Congress had directed Washington to appoint 
a court of inquiry to investigate the matter ; in 
the mean time Sullivan, whose gallantry re- 
mained undoubted, continued in command. 

There were now in camp several of those offi- 
cers and gentlemen from various parts of Europe 
who had recently pressed into the service, and 
the suitable employment of whom had been a 
source of much perplexity to Washington. Gen- 
eral Deborre, the French veteran of thirty years' 
service commanded a brigade in Sullivan's divis- 
ion. Brigadier-general Conway, the Gallicized 
Hibernian, was in the division of Lord Stirling. 
Beside these, there was Louis Fleury, a French 
gentleman of noble descent, who had been ed- 
ucated as an engineer, and had come out at the 
opening of the Revolution to offer his services, 
Washington had obtained for him a captain's 
commission. Another officer of distinguished 
merit, was the Count Pulaski, a Pole, recom- 
mended by Dr. Franklin, as an officer famous 
thmughout Europe for his bravery and conduct 
in defense of the liberties of his country against 
Russia, Austria, and Prussia. In fact, he had 
iH^en commander-in-chief of the forces of the in- 
snrarents. He served at present as a volunteer 
m the light horse, and as that department was 
•till without a head, and the cavalry was a main 
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fcl of attention nniong ihe military of Poland, 
isliingtnn siifjgesled to Coiigresa the expediency 
Kgiving hini tbe commaiici of it, '■ Thia gecille- 
IPC told," wriltfB WaBhingion, " hns liten. 
like us, engaged in defending llie liijerty and iii- <• 
dL-pendeiice of bjs country, and has suci'ificed liia 
fortune to liis ziml for lliose objeL'13. He derives 
fram hence a tiile to our respect, that ought lo 
operate in his favor as far as the good of the ser- 
B will permil." 

time Henry Lee of Virginia, of mili- 
C renown, makes his first appearance. He was 
1 twenly-secoiid yeiii- of hia age, and in the 
Hiing year had commanded a compiiiiy of 
'a volunteers. He had recently signalized 
in scouting parlies, harassing Ihe enemy's 
Washington, in a letter lo Ihe President 
yongress- (August 30lh), writes j "This minute 
mty-fbur British prisonei's arrived, taken yester- 
j by Captain Lee of the light horse." His ad- 
txploils soon won. him notoriety, and 
I popular appellation of " Lighl-horse Harry." 
B was favorably noticed by Wiisliinglon ihrough- 
. Perhaps there was something beside 
% bold, dashing spirit, which won him this favor, 
may have been early recollecti'iiia cou- 
nted with it. Lee was the son of the lady 
Hrst [onched Washington's heart in his 
jolboy days, the one about whom he wrote 
t Mount Vernon and Groenway Court 
p'liis " lowland beauty." 

Jtiveral days were now passed by the com- 
ider-in-chief almost conticiually in the saddle, 
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reoouiKHtenDg the roads and passes, and making 
himself acquainted with the surrounding countrj ; 
which was very much intei*sected by rivers and 
small streams, running chiefly from northwest to 
soutlteast. He had now made up his mind to 
risk a battle in the open field. It is true his 
troops were inferior to those of the enemy in 
number, equipments, and discipline. Hitherto, 
according to Lafayette, ^they had fought com- 
bats, but not battles." Still those combats had 
givea them experience; and though many of 
them were militia, or raw recruits, yet the divis- 
ions of the army had acquired a facility at mov- 
ing in large masses, and were considerably im- 
proved in military tactics. At any rate, it would 
never do to let Philadelphia, at that time the 
capital of the States, fall without a blow. There 
was a carping spirit abroad ; a disposition to cavil 
and find fault, which was prevalent in Philadel- 
phia^ and creeping into Congress ; something of 
the nature of what had been indulged respecting 
Greneral Schuyler and the army of the North. 
Public impatience called for a battle ; it was ex- 
pected even by Europe ; his own valiant spirit 
required it, though hitherto he had been held in 
check by superior considerations of expediency, 
and by the controlling interference of Congress. 
Congress itself now spurred him on, and he gave 
way to the native ardor of his character. 

The British army having effected a landing, in 
which, by the way, it had experienced but little 
molestation, was formed into two divisions. One, 
under Sir William Howe, was stationed at Elkton, 



A STIRRING APPEAL. 211 

with its advanced giinnl at Gra/s Hill, about Iwo 
a off. Tlie other divisiou, uiider Ge'ienil 
Kiiypliauseii, whs oti the opposite sida of tlie 
feiTj, «t Cecil Court House. On Ihe tliird of 
' Supteniber tiie enemj advanced in coiisidei'alile 
fiffce, witii three field-piecea, moving with great 
ion, as (lie couutrjr was difficult, woody, imd 
well known to them. About three miles in 
front of Wliile Clay Creek, (heir vanguard was 
encountered liy General Maxwell and bis light 
troops, and a severe skirmish look phice. The 
fire of the Ainericau aharpsiioottira and riflemen, 
Ets usual, was very effective ; but being iiilerior 
m number, and liaviug no artillery, Maxwell was 
mpelled to retreat across White Clay Creek, 
wiLli the loss of about forty killed mid wonndeil. 
The loss of the enemy was supposed to be much 
greater. 

The main body of the American anny was 
now encamped on the cBst side of Red Clay 
Creek, on ihu road leading from Elkton to Pliila- 
delphia. The light infantry were in the advance, 
. at White Clay Creek. The armies were from 
eight to lea miles apart. In this position Wasb- 
"ogtan determined to await the tlireateucd atlaek. 
On the 5th of September he made a stirring 
appeal to the army, in his general oiders, suiting 
the object of the enemy, the capture of Fliiliidel- 
phia. They bad tried it before, from the Jerseys, 
Bud had failed. He trusted they would be again 
disappointed. In their present attempt their all 
I at «iako. The whole would be hazarded iu 
ingle battle. If defeated in that, tliey wei« 
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totally undone, and the war would be at an end. 
Now then was the time for the most strenuous 
exertions. One bold stroke would free the land 
fi-ora rapine, devastation, and brutal outrage. 
" Two years," said he, " have we maintained the 
war, and struggled with difficulties innumerable, 
but the prospect has brightened. Now is the 
time to reap the fruit of all our toils and dangers ; 
if we behave like men this third campaign will 
be our last." Washington's numerical force at 
this time was about fifteen thousand men, but 
from sickness and other causes the effective force, 
militia included, did not exceed eleven thousand, 
and most of these were indifferently armed and 
equipped. The strength of the British was com- 
puted at eighteen thousand men, but, it is thought, 
not more than fifteen thousand were brought into 
action. 

On the 8th, the enemy advanced in two 
columns; one appeared preparing to attack the 
Americans in front, while the other extended its 
lel\ up the west side of the creek, halting at Mill- 
town, somewhat to the right of th**, American po- 
sition. Washington now suspected an intention 
on the pi^rt of Sir William Howe to march by 
his right, suddenly pass the Brandywine, gain the 
heights north of that stream, and cut him off 
tivm Philadelphia, He summoned a council of 
war. ihert^fore, that evening, in which it was de- 
teriniuiHi immeiiiaiely to chang^ their position, 
and UK^ve to the river in question. ^y two 
ooiwk ui the nH>rning, the army was under 
u^4»vh, aiHl by tlw next evening was encamped 
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va the high grounds in ih* rear of tlie Brhiidy- 
»ine. The fciiemy on ilia siiine eveiiiii": nutved 
o Eeniiet Square, about sevbii miles from ihe 

Tbe Braudjivine Creek, as it la oilleil, com 
h Iwo brdiicliea, rallied the Enst ntiil 
West brauches, which unile in one etmam, Huw- 
iog from wesi to east about twenty-two milw, and 
iCmptyiDg Itself into the Delawnre about tweiiiy- 
five milea below Fbiladclpbin. It bus sevc-iHl 
fiirds; one called CImdd's Ford, was at Ibat [iniu 
the most practicable, tinJ in ihe direct i-oule from 
Ihe enemy's camp to Fbiludelphia. As tbc pilu- 
tipftl AllHck vrna expected hei-e, Wuabiiigtoii iniiile 
il the ceurre of liia position, where he etntionud 
' I body of bis army, composed of Wayne's, 
iWeedon's, and Muhlenberg's brigiides, with ibe 
light iul'antry under Maxwell. An emiuence irn- 
xneditttt'ly above (be furd had been intrenched in 
ihe night, and was occupied by Wiiyiie and Pioc- 
arlillery, Weedon's and Muhlenburg's bi-Ig- 
, which were Virgiuiau troops, and iurmert 
General Greece's division, were posted in liie rear 
^D the height-', us a reserve to aid either wing of 
the army. Willi these Washinglou took his slnnd. 
Haxwell's light infantry were thrown in the ad- 
rance, south of ibe Braiidywine, and posted on 
high ground tsuch side of the road leading to the 
fonl. 

The right wing of the army, commanded by 
'Sullivan, and crmlposed of bis division end those 
of Stephen and Stirling, extended up l)ie Brandy- 
wine two miles bevoud WasUinglou's pusition. 
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Its light troops and videttes were distributed 
quite up to the forks. A few detachuients of 
ill-orgauized and undisciplined cavalry extended 
across the creek on the extreme right. The left 
wing, composed of the Pennsylvania militia, un- 
der Major-general Armstrong, was stationed about 
a mile and a half below the main body, to pro- 
tect the lower fords, where the least danger was 
apprehended. The Brandy wine, which I'an in 
front of the whole line, was now the only obsta- 
cle, if such it might be called, between the two 
armies. 

Early on the morning of the 11th, a great col- 
umn of troops was descried advancing on the road 
leading to Chadd*s Ford. A skirt of woods con- 
cealed its force, but it was supposed to be the main 
IkkIv of the enemy; if so, a general conflict was at 
hand. 

The Americans were immediately drawn out 
in order of battle. Washington rode along the 
front of the ranks, and was evervwhere received 
with acclamations. A sharp firing of small arms 
poon told that MaxweU's light infantry were en- 
gttgiHl with the van-guard of the enemy. The 
skirmishing was kept up for some time with spirit, 
when Maxwell was driven across the Brandy- 
wine below the ford. The enemy, who had ad- 
vanet^i but slowly, did not attempt to follow, but 
hahod on cinnmanding ground, and appeared to 
ri^cvnnoiter the American position with a view to 
tc an attack. A heavy cannonading commenced 
on Iwth sides, about ten o'clock. The enemy 
made re^n^ated dispositions to force the ford, which 
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^nrouglit on as frequent ^kirniishoR on both siiieB 

^Ef iLie river, for delacliinenls of tlit; ligbt troopH 

Bt^ocasioually ci'ossed over. One of ilmeu. skir- 

' misht^s WMS iiinre than UDURlly severe; ili<> Brit- 

■tb flank-guard was elogely preased, a captain wjd 

I- fifieoa niL'n were kill«tt, mid the guard wii« 

O fliglit; but ft inrge force caiou to llieir 

aiice, ami the AmuricBiis wera sgHiii clrivL-n 

a the Hlream. All llii^ while there was tlia 

Itoise and uproar of a battlt;, but lillle of the re- 

lliiy. The enemy made u. grt>nl thtinderiug of 

a, but uo vigoroiia ousel, and Colonel Hiir- 

, Wasliitigloti's " old eeeretary," seeing tliie 

biulioiia and dllBlory condufit on their part, wrote 

t hurried iiolH to CangresB, espressing hia coii- 

Idaul belief thai the eneiny would be repulsed. 

Towards uoon caine an exprew from SiilUvnti, 
with a riole received A-om a scouting parly, ro- 
Iforring that General Howe, wilh a hirge body of 
: and H park of arlillery, was pushing np the 
jaiicaster road, doubtless lo cross at the upper 
Ibrds aod turn the right flank of the American 

Startled by the iiiformalion, Washington in- 
■tautly eeiit off Colonel Tlieodoric Bland, with a 
party of hurse, to reconiioiter above the forka and 
aiu ihc tz'uth of the report. In the mciiii 
Bmu, he n;*olved to cross the ford, atiaik [he di- 
ili front of htDi with hia whole force, and 
»at it before the other coiilil arrive. He gave 
rders tor both wings to coi>j)erate, when, as Sulli- 
jui was preparing to cross, Major Spicer of the 
bilitia rode up, just from the forks, nod useared 
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s no enemy in that quarter. SuHii 
iagcuiilT tnui^mitted the intellicrence to Wash- 
bic-n^a(M» the movement wjis suspended 
dl j«36&av« iutUrmaitian could be obtained. Af- 
A dae eune a man of the ueicrhborhood 




^5^leT bj name, spurring in all haste, 
> Imf n[>de in foam, and himself out of 
Dbshing up to the commander-iu-chieff 
him that he must instantly move, or 
Ihf surroQuded. He had come upon the 
n«:9inss: had been pursued and fired 
the d^fetoess of his mare had saved him 
K>iT ot the British was comin^i: down 
(oist $aie of the stream, and was near at 
WK4ia^:tOQ replied, that from informa- 
?i/a ^0^ z^eoeiv^ it coidd not be so. ^^ You are 
3ti2«cuafiw j«iHMK»L^ Implied the other vehemently ; 
■■ »T jbae i?c ii. nxi are mistaken." Then i*eit- 
<r3;.in:£ ifte i^mtC vi:h an oath, and making a draft 
««* ue rc*i ttt the sand, - put me under guard/* 
*iiitM 3De« "^ until tou ti nd mv story true.'* 

Aavcber dispatch from Sullivan corroborated 
ic Cokmel Bland, whom Washington had sent 
t» rw^xIQo<ter above the forks, had seen the en- 
emT two miles in the rear of Sullivan's n'sht, 
■uurv*hing dv»vn at a rapid nite, while a cloud of 
dust showed that there were more troops beliind 
them. 

In fact, the old Long Island stratagem had 
been played over again. Knyphausen with a 
small division had engrossed the attention of tlie 
Americtins by a feigned attack at Chadd's Ford, 
kept up with great noise and prolonged by skir- 
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mishes ; while the main body of the army under 
Cornwallis, led by experienced guides, had made a 
circuit of seventeen miles, crossed the two forks of 
the Brandywine, and arrived in the neighborhood 
of Birmingham meeting-house, two miles to the 
right of Sullivan. It was a capital stratagem, se- 
cretly and successfully conducted. 

Fiudinor that Cornwallis had thus (j'ained the 
rear of the army, Washington sent orders to Sul- 
livan to oppose him with the whole right wing, 
each brigade attacking as soon as it arrived upon 
the ground. Wayne, in the mean time, was to 
' keep Knyphausen at bay at the ford, and Greene, 
with tlie reserve, to hold himself ready to give 
aid wherever required. 

Lafayette, as a volunteer, had hitherto accom 
panied the commander-in-chief, but now, seeing 
'We was likely to be warm work with the right 
wing, he obtained permission to join Sullivan, 
and spurred off with his aide-de-camp to the scene 
of action. From his narrative, we gather some 
of the subsequent details. 

Sullivan, on receiving Washington's orders, 
advanced with his own, Stephen's, and Stirling's 
divisions, and began to form a line in front of au 
open piece of wood. The time which had been 
expended in transmitting intelligence, receiving 
orders, and marchinoj, had enabled Cornwallis to 
choose his ground and prepare for action. Still 
more time was given him from the apprehension 
of the three generals, upon consultation, of being 
oat-flanked upon the right ; and that the gap be- 
tween Sullivan's and Stephen's divisions was too 
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ide, nnd sliould be dospil up. Orders weie ao- 

iglj given for tlie whole line lo move iti iha 

ight i «nd wliili! io execLilion, Coruwallis nA- 

utced iitpidly with hiii troops in the fiiiesi ordei 

LMitd opened B brisk lire of musketry and artillery, 

■Tbe Americans made a.n obstiiintu resiaiauce, but 

ftbeiDg taken at a disadvAiitnge, the rigbt and left 

llriDgs were broken Hnd driven into the woods. 

She centre stood Hnn for a while, but being ex- 

) the whole fire of the enemy, gave way 

lleogtb also. The British, in following up their 

nrautage, got entangled in the wood, jt was 

Lafayette reccired his wound. He 

1 thfowii liimself from his linrse and was en- 

nvoring to rally the troops, when he was shot 

rotjgh the leg wilb a musket Imll, and bad to 

b assisted into the saddle by his aide-de-camp. 

[ The AtuericauB rallied on a height to the north 

I Dilworth, and made a still mure epiriied re- 

iiica than at first, bat were again dislodged 

obliged to retreat with a heavy loss. 

Fliilc this was occurring with tlie right wing, 

^hftusen, as soon as be learnt from the lienvy 

g that Comwallis was engaged, made a pnsh 

Bfurce his wny across Chadd's Ford in earnest. 

» was vigorously opposed Ijy Wayne with Proc- 

"t artillery, aided by MftEwell.^uKi his infantry. 

H was preparing to second him with the re- 

Bwre, when he was summoned hy Washington to 

■ tie Bupport uf the right wing, which the com- 

\ Bimlefin- chief hud found in imminent peril. 

Greene advanced to the relief wiih Buch celerity, 

it it is said, on good authority, his divisioa oo 
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tk.ir'red to nillv it. and was wounded iu the a^ 
!r:n;-: : but his i-l?urts were in vain. Congreiy 
•.-ricrfi a c»uri ut' inquiry on hi:j conduct, wbere- 
ir.'^'U he re5!::neii his commis:*iun, and returned to 
FrAiiotr, o.>mpl:iinin;; bitterly of his hard treatment. 
* Is wa* not his tuuli," he said, " if Americao 
troops irould run away.*' 
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CHAPTER XIX. 

ioeral Howe neglects to pursue his Advantage. — Washing- 
ton retreats to Germantown. — Recrosses the Schuylkill 
and prepares for Another Action. — Prevented by Storms 
of Rain. — Retreats to French Creek. — Wayne detached 
to fall on the Enemy's Rear. — His Pickets surprised. — Mas- 
fiacre of Wayne's Men. — Maneuvers of Howe on the Schuyl- 
kill. — Washington sends for Reinforcements. — Howe 
marches into Philadelphia. 

|0T WITHSTANDING the rout and pre- 
cipitate retreat of the American army, 
Sir William Howe did not preHS the pur- 
t, but, passed the night on the field of battle, and 
laiued the two following days at Dilworth, send- 
out detachments to take post at Concord and 
ster, and seize on Wilmington, whither the 
and wounded were conveyed. " Had the en- 
marched directly to Derby," observes Lafay- 
**the American army would have been cut 
\A destroyed ; they lost a precious night, and 
terhaps the greatest fault in a war in which 
lave oommitfed many." ^ 
shtngton, as usual, profited by the inactivity 
?e; quietly retreating through Derby (on 
ih) across the Schuylkill to Grermantown, 
a short distance of Philadelphia, where he 
8 troops a day's repose. Finding them in 

1 Memoiretf torn. i. p. 26. 
u. 15 
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Ford, and took a position to defend that pass of 
the river. 

Wayne set off in the night, and, by a drcnitons 
march, got within three miles of the left wing of 
the British encamped at Tredyfirin, and conceal- 
ing himself in a wood, waited tiie arrival of Small- 
wood and his militia. At daybreak he reconnoi- 
tered the camp, where Howe, checked by the se- 
verity of the weather, had contented himself with 
uniting his columns, and remained under shelter. 
All day Wayne hovered about the camp ; there 
were no signs of marchiug ; all kept quiet, but 
lay too compact to be attacked with prudence. 
He sent repeated messages to Washington, de- 
scribing the situation of the enemy, and urging 
him to come on and attack them in their camp. 
" Their supineness,*' said he in one of his notes. 
" answers every purpose of giving you time to get 
up : if they attempt to move, I shall attack tnem 
at all events. .... There never was, nor 
never will be, a finer opportunity of giving the 
enemy a fatal blow than at present. For God's 
sake push on as fast as possible." 

Again, at a later hour, he writes : " The enemy 
are very quiet, washing and cooking. I expect 
GeT»eral Maxwell on the left flank every moment, 
and, as I lay on the right, we only want you in 
their rear to complete Mr. Howe's business. I 
believe he knows nothing of my situation, as I 
have taken every precaution to prevent any intel- 
ligence getting to him, at the same time keeping a 
watchful eye on his front, flanks, and rear." 

His motions, however, had not been so secret 
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M he imngiiied. He waa in a part of tbe country 
full of tlie disaffected, and Sir William liiid re- 
ceived accurate iDf'ormation of his force and wliere 
he was encamped. General Gi'ej, with a strong 
detactuneol, was eeut to aiirpnse him at niglit in 
hia lair. Late in the evening, when Wiiyne hnil 
set hia pickets and sentinels, and thi'own out his 
prntrols, a rouDtryman brought him word of the 
Dieditated attack. He doubted the intelligence, 
but strengthened his pickets and patrols, and or- 
dered his troopH to sleep upon their arms. 

At eleven o'clopt, the pickets were driven ui at 
the point of the bayonet — the enemy weve ;id- 
vnncing in column. Wayne instantly took post 
on the right of hia position, to cover the retreat 
of the left, led by Cuionel lluinpton, the second 
in ooiamand. The latter was tardy, anil incau- 
tiously paraded his troops in front of their flres, so 
1 full relief. The enemy rushed on 
witbonl firing a gun : all was the silent, bnt deadly 
trotk. of the bayonet and [he cutlii^s. Nearly 
three hundred of Humpton's men were killed or 
wounded, and the rest put to flight. Wayne ^ave 
the enemy some well- directed volleys, ami ihen 
retreating to a small distaiice, rallied his troops, 
Aiid prepared for further defense. The Briiish, 
liaiWBver, contented themselves with the blow tliey 
L had given, and retired with very little loss, taking 
\ witli tliem between seventy and eighty prisoners, 
I several of tbem officers, and eight baggage wagons, 
t neavily laden. 

General Smallwood, who wiis to have cooper- 
\ tXtA with Wayne, was within a mile of him «t tho 
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tiae of his mttack ; and would have Hastened to 
lu5 d&istance with his well-kuown intrepidity ; but 
be h^ not the oorps ander his command with 
which he hjid formerly distinguished himself, and 
his raw militia fled in a panic at the first sight of 
a return p*rty of the enemy. 

Wayne was deeply mortified by the result of 
this afikir, and, finding it severely criticised in 
the armT. demanded a court-martial, which pro- 
noQDced his conduct everything that was to be 
expected from an active, brave, and vigilant offi- 
cer ; whatever blame there was in the matter fell 
upon his second in command, who, by delay, or 
misapprehension of orders, and an unskillful posi- 
tion of his troops, had exposed them to be mas- 



On the 21st, Sir William Howe made a rapid 
march high up the Schuylkill, on the road leading 
to R«»ding, as if he intended either to capture tbt 
militv^y stores deposited there, or to turn the righ 
ot the American army. Washington kept pao 
with him on the opposite side of the river, up t 
Pou's Grove, about thirty miles from Philadel 
phia. 

The movement on the part of Howe was 
mere feint. Xo sooner had he drawn Washiu 
ton so r^ir up the river, than, by a rapid countc 
march on the night of the 2-2d, he got to the fo 
Wlow, threw his troops across on the next moi 
in-, and pushed forward for Philadelphia. 
:he tune Washington was apprised of this count 
movement, Howe was too far on his way to 
overtaken by harassed, barefooted troops, w 
out by constant marching. Feeling the necea 
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immediate reinforcemeiile, he wrote on the si 
r to Piiiiiaoi nt Peekfikill : '' The 

airs ill this quarier ciilla for every oiJ t 
F'evei'j effjrl, I tlierefore desire thai, n 
inomeiii's loss of lime, you will deiach as 
^tive I'aiik and file under proper generuls a 
I, as will lUiike the whole number, includin 
vilh General McDougB-ll, amount to Iweiity- 
e liundred privates and non-com missioued fit for 

oty. 
" I must urge you, by every motive, lo send 
is detachment without the least possible delay. 
B consi derail 01 18 are to prevent it It is our 

Erai object to defea[, if possible, the array c 

foeed to us here." 

. Oq tlie oext day (24th] he wrote also to Gm 
ales. " This srmy has not been t 

•pptne General Howe's with the success that n 

iriihed, and needs u reiuforcemenc. I thereibr 

[Kjuest, if you have been so fortunate i 

iblige General Burgoyne to retreat to Ticon- 

fcroga, or if you have not, and c 

*lll admit, that you will order Colonel Morgan 
> join me again with his corps. I sent hiu 
P when I thought you materially wanted biniJ 
M, if his services can be dispensed with noil^ 
II direct his immediate return." 
Having called a coudcII of officers and 
ipinions, which concurred with his 
mhington determined to remain some days 4. 
Ws Grove, to give repose lo his troops, 
wdttht: arrivul of reinforcements. 
|6ir IViUiain Howe halted al Germantow] 
^m & short distance of Philadelphia, n 
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camped the main body of his army ui and aboat 
that lillage ; detaching Lord Comwallis with a 
large forci; and a number of officers of disdnctioD, 
u> take formal posaei«sion of the city. That gen- 
eral mardied into Philadelphia on the 26th, wiih 
a hrilliani staff and escort, and followed by splen- 
iUd legions of British and Hessian grenadiers, long 
trains of artillery and squadrons of light dragoon^ 
the fineit troop6 in the army, all in their best ar- 
ray ; stepping to the swelling music of the band 
playing ^ God save the King," and presenting with 
their scarlet uiuforms, their glittering arms and 
fayw^iwig feathers, a striking contrast to the poor 
patriot troops, who had recently passed througii 
the same streets, weary and way-worn, and happy 
if they ooold coTer their raggedness with a brown 
linen hunting-frock, and decorate their caps witH 
a sprig of evei^reeu. 

In this way the British took possession of the 
dty, so long the object of their awkward attempt^) 
and regarded by them as a triumphant acqui^^' 
tion, having been the seat of the general goveri^' 
meut, the capital of the confederacy. Wasliingto^^ 
maintained his characteristic equanimity. ^ T^^* 
is an event," writes he to Grovernor TrumbU^^ 
which we have reason to wish had not happen^ 
and which will be attended with several ill cc^^ 
sequences ; but I hope it will not be so detrim^ ^ 
tal as many apprehend, and that a little time at^ 
perseverance will give us some favorable opport^^ 
nity of recovering our loss, and of putting oi:^ 
atfairs in a more flourishing condition." 

lie had heard of the prosperous situation of a^ 
fidrs in the Northern department, and the 
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I checks given to the eaemy. '■! Sutter 
fe" writes he, " we shall soon hi'iir that they 
^en succee'led by other Ibi'tnnaie and inter- 
i eveuU, a» ihe two armies, by Creneral 
r letler, were encamped ne«r each other." 
t will now revert to ihe course of thu cam- 
that quarter, the success of wbioli he 
t would have a henefimi ioflaence on the 
aoDS in which be was personLtlly engaged. 
i (lie operations in the Northern department 
1, as we have shown, but a part of bis gen- 
ie, and were ccmetanLly present to bis 
Its. His generals had each his own indi- 
enterprise, or liis own department lo think 
( Washington had to think for the whole. 
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ids ; in a picturesqae and beaadfal 
which was almost abandoned by its 
fho had hastened to join the Ameri- 
"They added much to its strength,*' 
^as they were all good marksmen, 
of their country inspired them with 
iinary courage." ^ 

lean army had received various rein- 
be most efficient was Morgan's corps 
lent by Washington. He had also 
^ith artillery. It was now about ten 
mg. Schuyler, finding himself and 
services slighted by Gates, had re- 
bany. His patriotism was superior 
esentments. He still continued to 
ucce^ss of the campaign, exerting his 
' the Indian tribes, to win them from 
At Albany, he held talks and war . 

putations of Oneida, Tuscarora, and [ . 

rriors ; and procured scouting parties \ ■, 

ih he sent. to the camp, and which | 

it service. His former aide-de-camp, -.ij 

cholst Livingston, and his secretary, \| 

k, remained in camp, and kept him y,--^ 

etter of passing occurrences. They 4^^ 

lx>ut the person of Greneral Arnold, s jj ' 

return from relieving Fort Stanwix, |/. 

le left wing of the army. Living- 
vas with him as aide-de-camp. The 
jktes was awakened by these cir- 
He knew their attachment to Schuy- 
pected they were prejudicing the 
1 Biedesers Memoirs, 
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I gnard boats to reoonnoiter ; the Americans, 
tfore, went on to fortify their position. The 
; of hills called Bemis's Heights, rises ab- 
j from the narrow flat bordering the west 
of the river. Kosciuszko had fortified the 
\ with intrenchments three-quarters of a mile 
Ktent, having redoubts and batteries, which 
Handed the valley, and even the hills on the 
site side of the river; for the Hudson, in 
apper part, is comparatively a narrow stream. 
n the foot of the height, an intrenchment ex- 
jd to the river, ending with a battery at the 
r edge, commanding a floating bridge. 
he right wing of the army, under the imme- 
t command of Gates, and composed of Glo- 
, Nixon's, and Patterson's brigades, occupied 
)row of the hill nearest to the river, with the 
below. 

he left wing, commanded by Arnold, was on 
lide of the camp furthest from the river, and 
nt from the latter about three-quarters of a 
. It was composed of the New Hampshire 
ide of General Poor, Pierre Van Courtlandt's 
James Livingston's regiments of New York 
ia, the Connecticut militia, Morgan's riflemen, 
Dearborn's infantry. The centre was com- 
i of Massachusetts and New York troops, 
urgoyne gradually drew nearer to the camp, 
wring out large parties of pioneers and work- 
The Americans disputed every step. A 
jian officer observes : " The enemy bristled up 
lair, as we attempted to repair more bridges. 
•^ ni. 16 
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si, along the great road and meadows bj 
side, but they were retarded by the ne- 

of repairing broken bridges. It was the 
p0f Bargoyne, that the Canadians and Indians 
Hid attack the central outposts of the Amer- 
1^ and draw their attention in that direction, 
pb he and Fraser, making a circuit through 
'Woods, should join forces and fall upon the 
^ of the American camp. As the dense for- 
i hid them from each other, signal guns were 
Kgalate their movements. Three, fired in 
Beteoon, were to denote that all was ready, and 
the signal for an attack in front, flank, and 
P. 

rhe American pickets, stationed along the ra- 
ft of Mill Creek, sent repeated accounts to 
Bwal G^tes of the movements of the enemy ; 
he remained quiet in his camp, as if deter« 
led to await an attack. The American officers 
M impatient. Arnold especially, impetuous 
nature, urged repeatedly that a detachment 
qU be sent forth to check the enemy in their 
aooe and drive the Indians out of the woods. 
length he succeeded in getting permission, 
Qt noon, to detach Morgan with his riflemen 
Dearborn with his infantry from his divis- 
They soon fell in with the Canadians and 
ians, which formed the advance guard of the 
ttiy's right, and attacking them with spirit, 
?6 them in, or rather dispersed thtm. Mor- 
is riflemen, following up their advantage with 
noch eagerness, became likewise scattered, 
• ttrong reinforcement of royalists arriving 
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on the scene of action, the Americans, in thdbr 
turn were obliged to give way. 

Other detachments now arrived from the Amer- 
ican camp, led by Arnold, who attacked Fraser 
on his right, to check his attempt to get in the rear 
of the camp. Finding the position of Fraser 
too strong to be forced, he sent to head-quarters 
for reinforcements, but thej were refused by 
Gates, who declared that no more should go; 
" he would not suffer his camp to be exposed." ^ 
The reason he gave was that it might be at* 
tacked by the enemy's left wing. 

Arnold now made a rapid counter-march, and, 
his movement being masked by the woods, sud- 
denly attempted to turn Fraser's left. Here he 
came in full conflict with the British line, and 
threw himself upon it with a boldness and im- 
petuosity that for a time threatened to break it, 
and cut the wings of the array asunder. The 
grenadiers and Brey man's riflemen hastened to 
its support. General Phillips broke his way 
through the woods with four pieces of artillery, 
and Reidesel came on with his heavy dragoons. 
Reinforcements came likewise to Arnold's assist- 
ance ; his force, however, never exceeded three 
thousand men, and with these, for nearly four 
hours, he kept up a conflict, almost hand to hand, 
with the whole right wing of the British army. 
Part of the time the Americans had the advan- 
tage of fighting under the cover of a wood, so 
favorable to their militia and sharpshooters. Bur- 
goyne ordered the woods to be cleared by the 

I Colonel Varick to Schuyler SchuyUr't PaperM. 
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faftjonei. Hia troops nisht'd forwRrd in columua 
wiib A burrah I The Araericaus kept wiiliii] llieir 
Inlrenchinetit^, and repeiilcdl^ repulsed tii<^in; but 
if ihey pursued their ndvontBge, and itdvBiiired 
into open field, tbej wvrts in iLeir turn drivuu 

Night alone pat Rn end to Ibe couflict, whiuli 
the British acknowledgtid to bave been the most 
'Sbatinate and hardlj fought tliej Jind ever expe- 
rienced in AnitiricQ. Both pnrties claimed the vi<.>- 
lory. But. lEiough the British remHiiied on the 
field of battle, where they lay all night upon 
iheit artns, they li»d f»iled in their object ; they 
had been tutsailed iiiBlead of being the tusnilanlrt ; 
while Ihe American (roopa had accomplislied ihe 
purpose for which they bad sallied forth; liai] 
checked the udvnnce of the enemy, frusti-ated their 
plaii of BttHck, and islurned exulting to their camju 
Their loss, in killed and wounded, was betweL'U 
three and four hundred, including several offi- 
cers ; that of the enemy upwards of five hun- 
dred. 

Bnrgoyne gives an affecling picture of the siU 
nation of the ladies of rank already mentioned, 
-dufiDg tills action. Lady Harriet had been di- 
rected by her hueband, Major Ackland, to follow 
Ute route of the aitillery a.ud baggage, which was 
'Hot exposed. "Ac the time the action begun," 
writes Burgoyne, " she found herself near a small 
ininhabitcd hut, where she aliglited. When it 
»as fo ind the action was becoming general and 
Uoody, the Burgeons of the liospital took posBes- 
of the same place, as the most conveijiun* 
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for the first car«> of the wounded. Thus was 
the lady in hearing of one continual fire of can- 
non and musketry, for four hours together, with 
the presumption, from the post of her husband, 
at the head of the grenadiers, that he was in the 
most exposed part of the action. She had three 
female companions, the Baroness of Riedesel, and 
the wives of two British oflftcers, Major Hamage 
and Lieutenant Reynell ; but in the event their 
presence served but little for comfort. Major 
Harnage was soon brought to the surgeons very 
badly wounded : and in a little time after came 
intelligence that Lieutenant Reynell was shot 
dead. Imagination wants no helps to figure the 
state of the whole group." 

Arnold was excessively in.dignant at Gates' 
withholding the reinforcements he had required 
in the heat of the action ; had they been fur- 
nished, he said, he might have severed the line 
of the enemy and gained a complete victory. 
He was urgent to resume the action on the suc- 
ceeding morning, and follow up the advantage he 
had gained, but Gates declined, to his additional 
annoyance. He attributed the refusal to pique 
or jealousy, but Gates subsequently gave as a 
yeason the great deficiency of powder and ball 
in the camp, which was known only to himself, 
and which he kept secret until a supply was sent 
from Albany. 

Burgoyne now strengthened his position with 
intrenchments and batteries, part of them across 
the meadows which bordered the river, part on 
tlie brow of the heights which commanded them. 
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lericaiis likewise extended and strength- 
ned their line uf brensiworks on the left of the 
; ilie right was already uuassuilablu. The 
»mps were within gunshot, but with ravines and 
'b between Chetn. 
Waahington'B predictions of the effect to be 
>daced by Morgan's riflemeo approached fullill- 
int. The Indiiins, dismayed at the severe treut- 
ait experienced from these veteran bush fight- 
I, were disappearing from tlie BritL~h camp, 
le Canadians and royal pravinciiJs, " mere 
aimers," as Biirgoyne called them, were desert- 
J in great numbers, and he had uo confidence 
I those who remained. 
His eituatioTi was growing more and more 
itical. On the 21sl, he heard shouts in the 
I camp, aod in a little while their can- 
OO thundered a feu dt joie. News had been 
Keived from General Lincoln, that a detach- 
ent of New England troops under Colonel 
liown had surprised the carry! ng-ptace, mills, 
1 FrWLch lines at Ticonderoga, captured an 
led eloop, gunboats, and bateaux, made tliree 
d prisoners, beside releasing one hundred 
oerican captives, and were laying siege tu Fort 

Fortunately for Borgoyne, while affairs were 
iarkeuing in the North, a ray of hope dawned 
the South. While the shouts from the 
American camp were yet ringing in his eara, 
Wine a letter in cipher fi-om Sir Henry Clinton, 
^ted the 12th of September, announcing bis 
' ColDoel Varick lo Scliu^er, Sdai^a'l Popm. 
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in about \esti dars to atfcaidc the fi>rtB 

m 

in the H^Uamds of the Hudson. 

BorsoToe seot back the messeoorer the same 
night, and dispatched, moreoTer, two officers in 
di^nise, bj different routes, all bearing messages 
infisrming Sir Henij of his perilous sitoation, aud 
urging a dirvsion that might oUige Greneral 
Gates to detach a part of his arm j ; adding, that 
he woold eodeaTor to maintain his present posi- 
tion, and await faTorable events until the 12th of 
October.* 

The jealonsj of Grates had been intensely ex- 
cited at finding the whole credit of the late affair 
given by the army to Arnold : in his dispatches 
to government he made no mention of Lira. This 
increased the schism between them. Wilkinson, 
the adjutant-general, who was a sycophantic ad- 
herent of Gates, pandered to liis pique by with- 
drawing from Arnold's division Morgan's rifle 
corps and Dearborn's light infantry, its arras of 
Ktrength, which had done such brilliant service in 
the late affair: they were henceforth to be sub- 
ject to no order, but those from head-quarters. 

Arnold called on Gates on the evening of the 
22d, to remonstrate. High words passed between 
lliem, and matters came to an open rupture. 
Gates, in his heat, told Arnold that he did not 
consider him a major-general, he having sent his 
resignation to Congress ; that he had never given 
him the command of any division of the army ; 
that General Lincoln would arrive in a day or 
Iwo, and then he would have no further occasion 
^ Burgojne to Lord George Germaine. 
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br liitn, and would give liiiu a pass lo go to Pliil- 
Bdelpliiu, wtieiK-'viii' htsvtiose.^ 

Arnold returutd to Ilia quarters io a nnge, and 
Wrote a note Id Giales reqiie-stiug tbe proffered 
leruit to depart for Pliiladelpliiit ; by tlie time 
ived it tiia ire had cooled aud he hud 
changed his tniud. He determined lo i-emaiii in 
amp and abide the Mnlici|mled balilo. 

Lincoln, in the mean time, arrived in adFanoo 
of his troops 1 which soon followed lo llie amount 
tliousntid. Pari of the troops, detaclied by 
idm Biider Cidouel Brown, were besieging Ticoti' 
and Fort IndepcnJenee. Colonel Grown 
iself. with part of hia detaefiment, had embarked 
B Lake George in an armed schooner and a 
loadmn of ciiptiirtd giinboais atid baieaus, and 
raa llireatening [he oneniy's deposit of baggage 
nd heavy arlillory at Diamond Island. The toiU 
I Bkillliilly spread we]*e eiicompassiug Bui'goyne 
mre and mora ; the gates of Canada were closing 
ehind him. 

A morning or two after Lincoln's arrival, Ar- 
old observed him giving some directions in rim 
ih diviHioii, and quickly inquired wlieiher ha wiis 
oing »o by order of General Gatoa j being an- 
witrcd in the negative, he ohnerved that the lelt 
iviaion belonged to hiin ; and that be believed 
is (Lincoln'?) proper station was on Ihe light, 
ad ihaluf General Gates ought to be in ilie ceji 
n. He requested him to mention this [o Geii- 
ral GUtea, and have ihe miLller adjusted. 
" He is determined," writes Varick, '■ not to suf- 
* C(i|, UTiiigalou to Rcbuyler- 3chv^&r Pajien. 
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fer any one to interfere in his division, and sajs 
it will be death to any officer who does so in ac- 
tion." Arnold, in fact, was in a bellicose vein, 
and rather blustered about the camp. Gates, be 
said, could not refuse him his command, and he 
would not yield it now that a battle was ex- 
pected. 

Some of the general officers and colonels of bis 
division proposed to make him an address, thank- 
ing him for his past services, particularly in the late 
action, and entreating him to stay. Others sug- 
gested that the general officers should endeavor to 
produce a reconciliation between the jarriag par- 
ties. Lincoln was inclined to do so ; but, in the 
end, neither measure was taken through fear of 
offending General Gates. In the mean time Ar- 
nold remained in camp, treated, he said, as a ci- 
pher, and never consulted ; though when Congress 
had sent him to that department, at the request 
of General Washington, they expected the com- 
mander would at least have taken his opinion on 
public matters. 

On the 30th, he gave vent to his feelings in an 
indignant letter to Gates. " Notwithstanding I 
have reason to think your treatment proceeds from 
a spirit of jealousy," writes he, "and that I have 
everything to fear from the malice of my enemies, 
conscious of my own innocency and integrity, I 
am determined to sacrifice my feelings, present 
peace, and quiet, to the public good, and continue 
in the army at this critical juncture, when my 
country needs every support. 

" I hope," concludes he, " you will not impute 
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this Lint to a wish to command the army, or to 
outshiue you, when I assure you it proceeds from 
my zeal for the cause of my country, in which I 
expect to rise or fall." ^ 

All this time the Americans were harassing the 
British camp with frequent night alarms and at- 
tacks on its pickets and outposts. 

" From the 20th of September to the 7th of 
October," writes Burgoyne, " the armies were so 
near, that not a night passed without firing, and 
sometimes concerted attacks upon our advanced 
pickets. I do not believe either officer or soldier 
ever slept in that interval without his clothes ; or 
that any general officer or commander of a regi- 
ment passed a single night, without being upon 
his legs occasionally at different hours, and con- 
stantly an hour before daylight." ^ 

Still Burgoyne kept up a resolute mien, telling 
his soldiers, in a harangue, that he was determined 
to leave his bones on the field, or force his way to 
Albany. He yet clung to the hope, that Sir 
Henry Clinton might operate in time to relieve 
him from his perilous position. 

We will now cast a look toward New York, 
and ascertain the cause of Sir Henry's delay in 
bis anxiously expected operations on the Hudson. 

1 Gates' Papert, N. Y. Hist. Lib. 
S Burgoyne^s EacpecUtion, p. 166. 
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i»g the ooeiui ill Dutch hot 
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llnfro was a stir of warlil 
York ; Ihe streets were fi 
full of ships, and water c 
piving about the harbor, 
four tliou^iind meu were lo 
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»liwwd observers *urmbed 
Tho dt'tl'tises of u,e h 
security of the Hudson . 
ttiiw wiMkly gttrrisuued ; s 
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Bent off to rejnfurce ilte armies od ibe 
e Hii<i it) tbe North. FutTmrn, who hud 
genenil cnmmaud of tLu Higliliitida, IjhiI but 
Bii liundred tniitiDeiitiLl and four liunilred mi- 
troops with him at PeekskJll, bis tiead-qiinr- 
Tliere was a feeble garrisou at Fort liitle- 
leiice, ill the viuiiiiiy of Ptiekskill. lo gimrd 
public stores aud workshops at Coutiiiental 

i'he Highland forts, Cliiitoii, M'lDtgomery, and 
Btilution, situated Btnorig the moiiiilains and 
ling ibeir main defense, were no Letlei' gnrri- 
id, Kud Georgt! Clinton, who bad llm comiiiHod 
ihem, and who was in a manner the ctmiiipioii 
Ihe Ilighlatiils, wna abseut from his pusi, at< 
ling ibe Stale Legislature at Kingston (£sa- 
), in Ulster Coun[y, in bis capacity of gOT- 

; were patiiot eyes in New York lo watch. 

le uf events, and patriot boats on the river 

B swift messengers. On the 29lb of 
itember, Futnani wrote to bis coadjutor the 
\mot i " I bave received intelligence on whiuh. 
u fully depend, that tbe etieiuy bad received 
rinforuemuat at New York last Thursday, of 
St three thouaund British and foreign troops ; 
'. Qeneral Clitilon hiis called in guides who 

about CrotoD Biver ; bas ordered hard 
to be baked; that the tivops are cnlled from 
iW Hook to King's Bridge, and the whiile 

re now uuder marcliing orders. 1 think it 
hly probable tliedesiyiiaof the enemy art agHiual 
posts of tbu Highlands, or of some part uf tbe 
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nrmoBF ic W'goai eafco eg or Datciiess.'' Under 
lBfcr« sr^aiiKCiiiisiK Oifr b«<i^ed m reinforcement of 
:tK mlidu. n «niia«e lis to iminfain his post, 
■■£ nfTnMfF^i & 'v^a ix- ibe p«9ooal assistanoe 
jutL ^innKL ic ne 29«^efadr. In m postscript he 
jiac5> r * TW sinoi^ ire ctsvb up in the river, and 
I ^teshapfit suom^ pce^wizs them firom paying us 
jQ nnmsmxkSB: viiiiL bm % CDatrmrr wind." 

On :?»attT5Di£ :a^ jecer :ie goFemor forth?nth 
JiKOsaiK u jc^ 7i:ec ni :2ie Highlands, with snch 
-]niiii& inaf «t Otf «:al«i coileci- We have here- 
mjFT j^uiHL *]C 3A« H^filu^J citadel. Fort Mont- 
^raiifF5. «MC dif I3e oc^^medons of chain, boom^ 
mmi lfli! l *J^x ■A^^c:ge bervcen it and the opposite 
Tmnoociirr ^tc AschuaT''^ Xot<«. with which it had 
M«L iiHMvi ^ buTT^caie the Hudson. The chain 
2m£ r^S3«ifle»£Iy rf««i war under the pressure of 
::ie -laf. buc rxe ocecraocioos were still considered 
^dbniffiii joii ««n& rrxeiTted by the guns of the 
xrr:. .ia»i x r«i> ixigates and two armed galleys 

Frc^ CTiBKPQ had suhseqnently been erected 
wia5i rtie sho« of Fort Montgomery, to occupy 
lpc<E»i which commanded it. A deep ravine and 
scTmoDi ctUed Peploeps Kill, intervened between 
toje r«"0 fs>rts. across which there was a bridge. 
Tbe sovemor h;id his head-qnarters in Fort 
Moctgomery, which was the northern and largest 
fcct, but its works were unfinished. His brother 
James had charge of Fort Clinton, which was 
complete. The whole force to garrison the asso- 
ciate torts did not exceed six hundred men, chiefly 
litia, but they had the veteran Colonel Lamb 
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j>f the artillery with them, who had served in 
Canada, and a company of his artillerists was dis- 
tributed in the two forts. 

The armament of Sir Henry Clinton, which 

had been waiting for a wind, set sail in the 

course of a day or two and stood up the Hudson, 

dogged by; American swift-rowing whale-boats. 

Late at night on the 4th of October came a 

barge across the river, from Peekskill to Fort 

Aiontgoraery, bearing a letter from Putnam to the 

governor. ** This morning," writes he, " we had 

information from our gufird boats, that there were 

tvro ships of war, three tenders, and a large num- 

l>cr of flat- bottomed boats, coming up the river. 

T'hey proceeded up as far as Tarrytown, where 

tliey landed their men. This evening they were 

followed by one large man-of-war, five topsail 

V'essels, and a large number of small craft. I 

Itave sent off parties to examine their route and 

harass their march, if prudent. By information 

^i\)m several different quarters, we have reason to 

believe they intend for this post. They are now 

taking up, as we hear, for the Croton Bridge." ^ 

The landing of the troops at Tarrytown was 

a mere feint on the part of Sir Henry to distract 

the attention of the Americans ; after marching 

& few miles into the country, they returned and 

Teembarked ; the armament continued across the 

Tappan Sea and Haverstraw Bay to Verplanck's 

Point, where, on the 15th, Sir Henry landed with 

three thousand men about eight miles below 

PeekskilL 

^ Correspondence of the Revoluticm, Sparks, ii. 537. 
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=»'<'-rr^rr riliiiiin i^r aZ ia» trw 

ZLuDs lai it-=i ?ai!?:^i*iriL I: was I 

mnL. ▼ntsi le jim£ cr^Ta lie atte 

T5»iniiani£i*c? lij- i5JiJ qnarte 

T» ra lie ^BrrSHn. "jiirnt -r^ ibe Ho( 

:» ue "!'*ir it Trr^ MrcJi^-nierr «» 

-aeosT MT^^iOiiui?? re a ici-L-k fog, ^ 

«& 3* iras« siup- TC ui* r.Tni-r. leivi::^ about 
:atAS^«li m^o. ^aitdy T:fiJ:*cs. i.: Vcrplanck 

?"'2^*«i]. r^irrrs f*:rii~»i^ i^'- w-er^ :o stand i 

^T. jj.t£ sTL'K'g: :be3*elTes with 

"T^fts iP'nsour :c ue :r.«:c?? LaI been dimlv d 
jeriif»i irsar T-t^kss: \ :•-: il-fj were supposed 
j^ i ner* S^^.w-.TTreg.: r-: Ji Li^ main body on 




SfcT^^ jiLX'^airCjsiei Lis iaciiag. Sir Henr 
cuBirii:«:i^i ct a i:rr ir^iie, s«^t our on a forei 
>sr-,nilc^-<is =r*ir^2i o: seTeral miles bv riicra^ 
r:ci-_»i lie wesiem base of the Diiude 
r. As uje eairaDce of the pass he lefl a Sias 
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foroe to guard it, and keep up his commuuicatioii 
iirith the ships. By eight o'clock in the morning 
be had effected his march round the Dunderberg, 
ami halted on the northern side in a ravine, be- 
tween it and a conical mount called Bear Hilh 
The possibility of an enemy's approach by this 
pass had been noticed by Washington in reconnoi- 
teritig the Highlands, and he had mentioned it in 
his instructions to generals Greene and Knox, 
when tliey were sent to make their military sur- 
vey, but they considered it impracticable, from 
. the extreme difficulty of the mountain passes. 
It is iu defiance of difficulties, however, that sur- 
pn.ses are apt to be attempted, and the most sig- 
fi»l have been achieved in the face of seeming 
impossibilities. 

Iu the ravine between the Dunderberg and 
^ai* Hill, Sir Henry divided his forces. One 
<J'vision, nine hundred strong, led by Lieutenant- 
colonel Campbell, was to make a circuit through 
the forest round the western side of Bear Hill, 
*o as to gain the rear of Fort Montgomery. 
•After Sir Henry had allowed sufficient time for 
(oem to make the circuit, he was to proceed with 
^ other division down the ravine, towards the 
fiver, turn to the left along a narrow strip of 
^d between the Hudson and a small lake Ciilled 
Sinipink Pond, which lay at the foot of Bear 
Hill, and advance upon Fort Clinton. Both forte 
were to be attacked at the same time. 

The detachment under Campbell set off in high 
spirits; it was composed partly of royalists, led 

by Colonel Beverly Robinsjon of New York, partly 
vol- IU. 17 
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, iocharge of fire-arms and of the brass field-piece, 
1^ iriiich swept the steep defile. The British troops 
tiien filed off oa each side into the woods, to sur- 
lOUDd the Americans. The latter, finding it im- 
possible to extricate their field-piece in the rugged 
pass, spiked it, and retreated into the fort, under 
\, ODver of the fire of a twelve-pounder, with which 
Itmb had posted himself on the crest of a hill. 

Sir Henry Clinton had met with equally obsti- 
ttite opposition in his approach to Fort Clinton ; 
the narrow strip of land between Lake Sinipink 
tod the Hudson, along which he advanced, being 
fcrtified by an abatis. By four o'clock the Amer- 
Ifians were driven within their works, and both 
\ fiirts were assailed. The defense was desperate : 
■ fcr Governor Clinton was a hard fighter, and he 
Was still in hopes of reinforcements from Putnam ; 
&ot knowing that the messenger he sent to him 
kad turned traitor and deserted to the enemy. 

About five o'clock, he was summoned to sur- 
render in five minutes, to prevent the effusion of 
Wood: the reply was a refusal. About ten min- 
utes afterwards, there was a general attack upon 
both forts. It was resisted with obstinate spirit. 
The action continued until dusk. The ships under 
Commodore Hotham approached near enough *to 
open an irregular fire upon the forts, and upon 
the vessels anchored above the chevaux-de-frise. 
The latter returned the fire ; and the flash and 
roar of their cannonry in the gathering darkness 
and among the echoes of the mountains increased 
the terrors of the strife. The works, however, 
were too extensive to be manned by the scanty 
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ly major-generals Phillips and Riedesel, 
ier-general Fraser, " No equal number 
Bay the British accounts, ** were ever 
manded ; and it would have been dif- 
d, to have matched the men with an 
ber." 1 

ing his camp, Burgoyne committed the 

it on the high grounds to brigadier- 

amiltoQ and Specht, and of the redoubts 

grounds near the river, to Brigadier- 

1. 

|g his troops within three-quarters of a 

left of the Americans, though covered 

sight by the forest, he sent out a corps 

, provincials, and Indians, to skulk 

he woods, get in their rear, and give 

arm at tlie time the attack took place 



^vement, though carried on behind the 
forests, was discovered. In the after- 
Ivanced guard of the American centre 
; the alarm was repeated throughout 
rates ordered his officers to their alarm 
[sent forth Wilkinson, the adjutant-<:>en- 
luire the cause. From a rising ground 
place he descried the enemy in force, 
irs busy in a field of wheat, the officers 
ing the left wing of the camp with tele- 
the top of a cabin. 
iig to the camp, Wilkinson reported the 
Id movements of the enemv ; that their 
»peiiy their flanks rested on woods, under 

A Giml Wa* in America^ i. 302. 
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T^-tr :c* *-!.v. :hry might be attacked, aiid tbeii 
rC" ■* ^* •'t.nei by a iieisr'at : that they were 
>ojc^.i.:crlr^ :i* lefr, and he thought offered bat- 

- W-'". :1.7C-" rvvlied Gates. •• order out Morgan 

A luu: ■:' i:i.i:k was soidu arran;j:ed. Morgan 
▼- ^ ..---- "*:- A:.-i a t%>iv of intaiitrv was sent 
-.. ii.i.ir w : ■.- : ::.r.v.:i:;i the woods, and get pos- 
^•e!-.' 1 ■:' : -= ":.t j :? ^:i tiie right of the enemy, 
▼ ;.'r .ir-r t.-v1 P •. r wi:li :ii5 brig-ade of New 
Y.>~i i. i Ntt Hjk.r.r-h'.re irLi»»ps, and a part of 
Igf'X— .r-f- ':f^ilr- Were :o advance against the 
tuc'CT* jr::. M^'^r^ia wa* to make an attack on 
—r :T.-r-i> i* ^.cu as Le should hear the fire - 

y.i-^ T--^ r.-T Irr-x ou: his troops in battle 
1-— i- 7:-: jT^: .-. lizrs. r.n ler M:yor Aekland, 
^-..2. ::»f L"...izj, ur. -.rr Maj-jr Williams, formed 
-. ". .-zT^ ^ '. T-T^ <-.j,z\:':.^\ on a risincj fjround, 
» u i -.Ti."-: .'■^' r-: M:II Creek in front. Next 
:l.* :_--r:u T:r*f :J:e Hessians, under Riedesel, and 
S:*.-^— --i-rr P-.:Il:r-s. forming the centre, f^^® 
1^:: i-rj^rry. u:.ier Lor^i Bulcarras. formni tbe 
^jL::^--r ri^.-.: : Iiav:!:^: :n the advance a detac^* 
zjfii: :: -ve iu-.i-irvKl i-i -kc;! men. under Gend^'^' 
* ^i?^'. r^^ Lv ::■ rank :he Americans as soou "^ 
--•=." >r. .-'.i -^ a:;acke«i in front. 

:I- ...: ; >o-ar>.^ iiiade tliose arrangements, Tvf^^ 
-- ""^ -* a--:---i:s:ie*.l and confounded by a thiind^^^j 
=^ . : .i7:i..erv on his lefr, and a rattling lire ^ 
-.rVs .u :he w^x>ijr heights on his right. V^ 
■ ■« :\s arder Poor advauceii stcadiJj up the .i 
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jent where Ackland's grenadiers and Williama' 
irtillery were stationed ; received their fire, and 
hen rushed forward. Ackland's grenadiers re- 
vived the first brunt, but it extended along the 
ine, as detachment after detachment arrived, and 
?7as carried on with inconceivable fury. The 
Hessian artillerists spoke afterwards of the heed- 
lessness with which the Americans rushed upon 
the cannon, while they were discharging grape- 
shot. The artillery was repeatedly taken and 
retaken, and at length remained in posses- 
don ^f the Americans, who turned it upon its 
former owners. Major Ackland was wounded 
in both legs, and taken prisoner. Major Wil- 
liams of the artillery was also captured. The 
ieadlong impetuosity of the attack confounded 
lie regular tacticians. Much of this has been 
iscribed to the presence and example of Arnold, 
That daring officer, who had lingered in the camp 
n expectation of a fight, was exasperated at hav- 
Dg no command assigned him. On hearing the 
iin of battle, he could restrain no longer his war- 
ike impulse, but threw himself on his horse and 
sallied forth. Gates saw him issuing from the 
camp. " He'll do some rash thing ! " cried he, 
and sent his aide-de-camp. Major Armstrong, to 
csall him back. Arnold surmised his errand and 
evaded it. Putting spurs to his horse, he dashed 
into the scene of action, and was received with 
acclamation. Being the superior officer in the 
field his orders were obeyed of course. Putting 
l»^ttiself at the head of the troops of Learned's 
l>^ade, he attacked the Hessians in the enemy's 
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lines were ordered to throw themselves within 
them, while generals Phillips and Riedesil cov- 
ered the retreat of the main body, which was in 
danger of being cut off. The aitillery was aban- 
doned, all the horses, and most of the men who 
had 80 bravely defended it, having been killed. 
The troops, though hard pressed, retired in good 
order. Scarcely had they entered the cam() when 
it was stormed with • great fury ; the Americans, 
with Arnold at their head, rushing to the lines 
ander a severe discharge of grape-shot and small- 
arms. Lord BalcaiTas defended the intrench- 
ments bravely ; the action was fierce, and well 
sustained on either side. After an ineffectual 
attempt to make his way into the camp in this 
qoarter at the point of the bayonet, Arnold 
spurred his horse toward the right fiank of the 
camp occupied by the German reserve, where 
lieutenant-colonel Brooks was making a general 
attack with a Massachusetts legiment. Here, 
with a part of a platoon, he forced his way into 
a sally-port, but a shot from the retreating Hes- 
sians killed his horse, and wounded him in the 
Bame leg which had received a wound before 
Quebec He was borne off from the field, but 
*iot until the victory was complete ; for the 
Oermans retreated from the works, leaving on 
tilie fieM their brave defender. Lieutenant-colonel 
^reyman, mortally wounded. 

The night was now closing in. The victory 

of the Americans was decisive. They had routed 

^lie enemy, killed and wounded a great number, 

tuade many prisoners, taken their field-artillery, 

vou in. 18 



^. --.:.-. :• -i-T-?' .- :: a part of their works 
T _ .: ^ . .• : lit tIj:.: ^l i ::.e rear of theif 
^. ... 7. ■ - ..- j^'. i-,l: .:. ::.':::r aims, wiiliiii 
-^- i i_1t . ". It s.^r-r ."I AO".: ii. preparCxl to 
•-.--V .i- «.-^-:_: :"• - :':--r :-.:iir» ::i the morn- 
.:_ _-»f ■.■.-_:^ -.T-T-j '.-: -j-xurrel in the en- 

li -.: - ::■ "_ -j ::r-::u* ::• ihe battle, the 
-— -— r r»: ri^-r-.-rr-l 1. •. 1 brvAkriisievl witli her 
- -.- ^: : ::- .i^j.-. '.TTLr~-.-.lj Duiii'^vne. Phil- 

- v.. ft 

- 'v .. . y. '«--.- T---r :. IIlo w::h her liusbaud 

- . .-.*—.-. 1 i .If.-- :.-. :lie i.eijliborliood 
» ■ -- - : 1.:: irT :.:..:r::: wt-re quartered 
"**■ .-«-•"-. _ ;.:-i ^.T--_it..: ::. ::ie camp, bu 
• .^ . :.-. .-. :." : r i^rs-ir i :e :li:i: it was to be 
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— -j- -y-:.v :i:..i :;*emor. whiie thiiikiug that my 
'~"^* "'*---' -^-©-- ^Ov•Il, al^o, be brought iu,vFOUuded 
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Jeiieral Fraser. That poor general said to 
urgeon, *Tell me the truth, is there no 
" — There was none. Prayers were read, 
which he desired that General Burgoyne 
I be requested to have him buried on the 
lay at six o'clock in the evening, on a hill 

a breastwork had been constructed." 
ly Harriet Ackland was in a tent near by, 
came to her that her husband was mortally 
led and taken prisoner. She was in an ag- 
' distress. The baroness endeavored to per- 
her that his wound micrht not be dauj^er- 
id advised her to ask permission to join him, 
ivided the night between soothing attentions 
dy Harriet, and watchful care of her chil- 
vho were asleep, but who she feared might 
t) the poor dying general. Towards morn- 
liukiiig his agony approaching, she wrapped 
in blankets and retired with them into the 
ce hall. Courteous even in death, the gen- 
jnt her several messages to beg her pardon 
e trouble he thought he was giving her, 
;ht o'clock in the morning he expired.^ 
^goyne had shifted his position during the 

to heights about a mile to the north, 
to the river, and covered in front by a ra- 

Early in the morning, the Americans took 
sion of the camp which he had abandoned, 
idom fire of artillery and small-arms waa 
ip on both sides during the day. The Brit- 
arpshooters stationed in the ravine did some 
tion, and General Lincoln was wounded ia 

^ Riedesel^s Memoirg* 
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was brongfat, a fire was made, tea was served, 
aud her mind being relieved by assarances of her 
liusband^s safety, she was enabled to pass a night 
of oomparatiTe comfort and tranquillity.^ She 
proceeded to the American camp in the morning, 
when, Burgoyne acknowleilges, " she was received 
Hud accommodate by Greneral Gates, with all the 
humanity and respect that her rank, her merits, 
and her fortune deserved." 

To rvsume the fortunes of the retreating army. 
It rained terribly through the residue of the 9th, 
and iu consequence of repeated halts, they did 
nol reach Saratoga until evening. A detach- 
ment of Americans had arrived there before them, 
and were throwing up intrenchments on a com- 
manding height at Fish Kill. They abandoned 
their work, fonled the Hudson, and joined a force 
under General Fellows, posted oh the hills east 
of the river. The bridge over the Fish Kill 
had been destroyed ; the artillery could not cross 
until the ford was examined. Exhausted by fa- 
tigue, the men tor' the most part had not strength 
iH>r inoliimtion to cut wood nor make fire, but 
threw themselves upon the wet ground in their 
\x*et clothes, and slept under the continuing rain. 
' I wa< quite wet,'* writer the Baroness Riedesel, 
** ami was obliired to remain in that condition for 
wiuu ot* a place to change my apparel. I seated 
mv>itnf near a tire and undressed the children, and 
we then laid ourselves upon some straw." 

» fh^ sMti^nient hen? given is founded on the report made 
•«> iWiwiuI Wilkrnson by Major (afterward General) Dearborn 
It v»rwis iK>»n th«t of Burgojme. 
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At daylight on the lOth, tlte Brtillery and the 

C of tbe (roups pnsaed the forda of ihe Fisb 

nil, Hud took n posiciun iipuii Ihe lietghl^, hikI itt 

redouhta formcrlj coiiBli'ucied iliBre. To 

rolect l.lje troops from bising Htlacked in passing 

e fi*rU by the Americnns who were ftpproacli- 

ig, Burgoyue ordered lire lo be set to tht! farra- 

i nnd other huildinga on the miiith side of 

be Fish Kil]. Amongst the rest, Ihe noblti man- 

ioti of Generwl Schuyler, with atorebuuses, gran- 

es, mills, and the other nppurleniuices of a great 

firal establish men t, was entirely uorisumed. Bur- 

himself estimated the value of properly 

esCroyed iit ten thousand pounds alerliiig. The 

sasure wiis condemned by friend aa well rs foe, 

t he jnslified it ou tht principles of eelf-preser- 

The force under General Fellows, posted oq 
I opposite hills of the Hudson, now opened a 
i from ft battery commanding the ford of that 
ver. Thus prevented from crossing, Burgoyne 
tought to reti'eat along the West side as fur as 
'orl George, on the way to Canada, and sent 
at workmen uJider a strong escort to repair tho 
8, ami open the road toward Fort Edward. 
'he escort was soon recalled and the worlc aban- 

; for the Americans under Gates appeared * 
) grent force, on the heights south of Che Fish 
'i\\, and seemed preparing Co cross and bring on 
\ engagement. 
The opposite shores of the Hudson were now 
A'ith delacbmeuls of Americans. Bateaux 
with provisions, which hud aciended Che 
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movements of the army, were fired upon, many 
taken, some retaken with loss of life. It was 
necessary to land the provisions from such as re- 
mained, and bring them up the hill into the camp, 
which was done under a heavy fire from the Amer- 
ican artillery. 

Burgoyne called now a general council of war, 
in which it was resolved, since the bridges could 
not be repaired, to abandon the artillery and bag- 
gage, let the troops carry a supply of provisions 
upon their backs, push forward in the night, and 
force their way across the fords at or near Fort 
Edward. 

Before the plan could be put in execution, 
scouts brought word that the Americans were in- 
trenched opposite those fords, and encamped in 
force with cannon, on the high ground between 
Fort Edward and Fort George. In fact, by this 
time the American army, augmented by militia 
and volunteers from all quarters, had posted itself 
in strong positions on both sides of the Hudson, 
so as to extend three fourths of a circle round 
the enemy. 

Giving up all further attempt at retreat, Bur- 
goyne now fortified his camp on the heights to 
the north of Fish Kill, still hoping that succor 
might arrive from Sir Henry Clinton, or that an 
attack upon his trenches might give him some 
chance of cutting his way through. 

In this situation his troops lay continually on 
their arms. His camp was subjected to cannon- 
ading from Fellows' batteries on the opposite side 
of the Hudson, Gates' batteries on the south of 
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pish Kill, And a galling (ire fi-om Morgan's rifla- 
I, Bin tin lied oil lieighCs in tlie rear. 
The- Biironeaa Di! Riede:^el and hpr lielplssa lit- 
is were esposeil ti) the datigeri and horrors 
if this long turmoil. On the morniii;; ntieii the 
ttack was opened, Gt:iieritl De Kiedescl sent thfim 
I take refuge in a house in llie vicinity. On 
leir way ihither the baroness saw several men 
1 the oppo^ile hank of tlie Hudson, leveling 
.eir muskels and about to fire. Tlirowiu^ her 
hildren in the back part of thS carriage the aiix- 
1 mother endeavored to cover them with her 
y. The men fired; a poor wounded soldier, 
'ho bad sought shelter behind [be carriage, re* 
iived a shot which broke liia arm. The haron- 
i succeeded in getting lo the house. Soma 
)men and crippled Boldieca had alreaily taken 
bfiige there. It was mistaken for head-quarters 
ad cannonaded. The baroness retreated inio the 
dlar, laid herself in a. corner near the door with 
r children's heads upon her knees, and passed 
Bleepless night of mental finguish. 
In the morning the cannonade began anew, 
n balls passed throiigli the house repeatedly 
ilh a tremendous noi.se. A poor soldier, who was 
out to have a leg amputated, lust the other by 
e of these halls. Tlie day was passed among 
ich hixTors. The wives of a major, a lieulen' 
I, and a commissary, wei'e her companions in 
ibery. " They sat together," she anys, ■' deplor- 
g their HituHiion, when some one entered to an- 
lunee bad news." There ivari wiiisperii 
ir compauions, with deep looks of s 
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immediately suspected," says she, " that my hus- 
band had been killed. I shrieked aloud." She 
was soothed by assurances that nothing had hap- 
pened to him ; and was given to understand by a 
sidelonsr fflance, that the wife of the lieutenant 
was the unfortunate one ; her husband had been 
kUled. 

For six days, she and her children remained 
in this dismal place of refuge. The cellar was 
spacious, with three compartments, but the num- 
ber of occupants ^increased. The wounded were 
brought in to be relieved — or to die. She re- 
mained with her children near the door, to escape 
more easily in case of fire. She put straw under 
mattresses ; on these she lay with her little ones, 
and her female servants slept near her. 

Her frequent dread was, that the army might 
be driven off or march away, and she be left be- 
hind. '' I crept up the staircase," says she, " more 
than once, and when I saw our soldiers near their 
watch fires, I became more calm, and could even 
have slept. 

There was great distress for water. The river 
was near, but the Americans shot every one who 
ipproached it. A soldier's wife at length sum- 
moned resolution, and brought a supply. The 
Americans," adds the baroness, "told us after- 
kvards, that they spared her on account of her 

" I endeavored," continues she, " to dispel my 
melancholy, by constantly attending to the 
wounded. I made them tea and coffeerfor which 
I received their warmest acknowledgments. I 
Jtten shared my dinner with them." 
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Jier buBbniid viaited her once or iwiue Ai\\\j, 

t tiie risk of bis iii'u. On one oacasion, Gen- 

nil Phillips accuiupiiuied him. hut wiia overcome 

ill lie saw the aufFeriiiga and danger by wliicli 

, I oble womnn and her ciiildreu were buf- 

nlyii and of which we have given a very 

111 i ed p ctwe. " I would not (or ten thousand 

e ibis pitice agnin," exclaimed [Im geo- 

nm heart-hi'okeii wilh what I liave 

Bui^yne wbb now reduced to despair. His 
iTces were diminished by luBses, by the deserlioD 
r Canadians anil ruyiiltats, and llie totiil defeo 
nn of ihe Indians; and on inspecdon it was 
mud that Ibu provieiuna on hand, tveii upon 
allowance, would not suffice for m.>re tlian 
hwie days. A contieil of war. therefore, waa 
of all ihe generals, field-office*^, and eap- 
iing troops. The deliberatioiis were 
incnrred in the necessity of opening 

treaty with General Gates, for a surrender on 
ODonibte terms. While ihey were yet delibera- 
mg, an eighleen pound bull passed llirongh the 

[, sweeping across the table round which they 
rere sealed. 

Negotiations were accordingly opened on the 
"ill, under sanction of a dug. Lieutenant Kings- 

i, Burgoyne's 8djutan[-gi?neral, was the bearer 
f B note, proposing a cessation of hostilities until 
trma could be adjusted. 

The first terms offered bj Gales were that the 
tiBUiy should lay down their arms within their 
ntreiichmenta luid surrender themselves prisonem 
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indignantly rejected, with 
if persisted in, hostilities must 

Cotmaer profneAls were then made by General 
Biiizrfryvifte. an! finallT accepted by Greneral Gates. 
.^^jcuomi^ lo these, the British troops were to 
«afi ci* tbe camp with artillery and all the 
or war, to a fixed place, where they were 
a? 9cle skir arms at a word of command from 
t^nr cwTi officers. They were to be allowed a 
»« 7ias9Gi9> to £urope upon condition of not Serv- 
ian j^a£ii in Americm, during the present war. 
annj wms not to be separated, especially the 
aroaa the officers ; roll-calling and other reg- 
iiBcies weve to be permitted ; the oflScers 
» be OM parole, and to wear their side-arms. 
JLi pciTace property to be sacred ; no baggage 
&i b^ 5%;ar«u»d or molested. All persons apper- 
^:rT' 3g^ X* or tollowing the camp, whatever might 
be liisMT coatitry, were to be comprehended in 
saesre r^fma? ot capitulation. 

So^aylers late secretary. Colonel Varick, who 
w** 5Ct:i ia caimp, writes to him on the 19th: 
* Btt-^\¥n«? says he will send all his general offi- 
c«^i x: c«rcu in the morning, to finish and settle 
p* :>tt>££in?:«s^ This, I trust, will be accomplished 
*>M>.c^ ;w^lve, and then I shall have the lionor 
ATM aAZ»c»tne5c> of congratulating you on the glori- 
.CD* >;ivw«? of our arui^ I wish to God I could 
^5 ^-.ier your command. ♦ 

- 1: you wish to see Burgoyne, you will be ne- 
i:esi to see him here." ^ 

* SdiBvler's /'qpen. 
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In the night of the 16th, before the articles 
of capitulation had been signed, a British officer 
from the army below made his way into the camp, 
with dispatches from Sir Henry Clinton, announ- 
cing that he had captured the forts in the High- 
lands, and had pushed detachments further up the 
Hudson. Burgoyne now submitted to the consid- 
eration of his officers, "whether it was consistent 
with public faith, and if so, expedient, to suspend 
the execution of the treaty and trust to events." 
His own opinion inclined in the affirmative, but 
the majority of the council determined that the 
public faith was fully plighted. The capitulation 
was accordingly signed by Burgoyne on the 17th 
of October. 

The British army, at the time of the surrender, 
was reduced by capture, death, and desertion, 
from nine thousand to five thousand seven hun- 
dred and fifty-two men. That of Gates, regulars 
and militia, amounted to ten thousand five hun- 
dred and fifty-four men on duty ; between two and 
three thousand being on the sick list, or absent on 
furlough. 

By this capitulation, the Americans gained a 
fine train of artillery, seven thousand stand of 
«rms, and a great quantity of clothing, tents, and 
military stores of all kinds. 

When the British troops marched forth to de- 
posit their arms at the appointed place. Colonel 
Wilkinson, tlie adjutant-general, was the only 
American soldier to be seen. Gates had ordered 
his troops to keep rigidly within their lines, that 
they might not add by their presence to the hu- 
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cqvpfwd in aniform. These had standards with 
T:ino«ft5 emblems and mottoes, some of which had 
ibr U5 a ▼^'y satirical signification. 

~ But I must say, to the credit of the enemy's 
rv:;£iments^'* oooiiuues he, ** that not a man was to 
be khukI therein who, as we marched bj, made 
even asi^n of taunting, insulting exultation, hatred, 
or auT other eiil feeling ; on the contrary, they 
seemed as though they would rather do us honor. 
As we marched by the great tent of General 
Gates, be inyited in the brigadiers and comman- 
ders of regiments^ and yarious refreshments were 
Stti be£>re them. Grates is between fifty and sixty 
v«ars of age ; wears his own thin gray hair ; is 
acciye and llnendly, and on account of the weak- 
ik:<i» of his eyes;. ooD^tantIy wears spectacles. At 
hettd-qoarters we met many officers, who treated 
a« wi:h all {Hx^^ible politeness.** 

We n-.^w giye another page of the Baroness De 
R:r\iei?ei'> fortunes, at this time of the surrender. 
"'Mr husband's <rroom brouc^ht me a messas^e to 
y^su him with the children. I once more ideated 
mv^j<:I:"iu my dear calash, and while riding through 
:2^ Amcricioi camp was gratified to observe that 
tx^dy Wktd at us with disrespect, but, on the 
ei-fV.r.iTv, irreeted us. and seemed touched at the 
K^..: of a c.ipiive mother with her children. I 
::.:-: OAriviKiiy confess that I di<l not present ray- 
>c.\ caoc(;iU >o situated, with much couraire to the 
,:/cci:v, :or ihe thine; was entii-ely new to me. 
W til I drtw nesu: the lenis. a jrood-looking man 
.\ .vj.i.o*:-d (v> wards me, and helping the children 
:v.ui fcije talasii. kis.<eii said caressed them : he then 



tENEVOLENT CONDUCT OF SCBUi'LEIt. 231 

offered mc his arm, and lenrs trembled in hia ejen. 
'You tremble,' siiid he; ■ di> not be alarin«J, I 
pray you.' * Sir,' cried I, ' a eounletiaiice so es 
presaive of benevoleuue, and the kiudiie»s you 
1 evinced towania my cbildrbn, are euIBcient 
lo dispel all apprehensions.' He then ushered nw 
!iit of Guneral Ga(es, wlioin I found en 
gaged in friendly coji versa [ion with genei'als Bur 
goyne and Phillips. Geiieral Burgoyne said to 
me, 'You can now be quiet, and free fi-om al! ap- 
prehension of dimger.' I replied that I should 
indeed be reprehensible, if I felt any ansiely, when 
our general felt none, anil was on such friendly 
terms with Gieneral Gales. 

" All the generals remsined to diae with Gon- 
eral Gates. The gentieiuaa who had recei^'ed 
I much kindness, came and said to me, 
'You may find it onibarrassing to be the only 
lady In such a large company of gentlemen ; will 
you come with your cliildren lo my lejil, and par- 
litke of a frugal dinnei', offered wilb the best 
will?' 'By the kindneaa you show to me,' re- 
tumed I, 'you induce nie to believe that you have 
« wife and chiUlreu.' He informed me that he 
General Schnyler, He regaled me with 
■muked longues, which weire excellfnt, with becf- 
slettka, potatoes, fresh butter and bread. Never 
mors pleasure ihao this, and 
I read the same happy change on the cuunlenunces 
t>f all those around me. That my husband was 
out of danger, was a Still gpealer joy. Al\er dinner, 
General Schuyler liegged me lo pay him a. visit 
t his house at Albany, wliere iie expected thai 
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^^iKnl RxTf^jae woal*l also be his guest. 1 
«-ac ->} ie« aT aa^bduod's directions, who advised 
Ttc \i MsaetK :1M' BiiticioQ.^ The reception which 
«ae nee wjk ^ Albonr, from Creneral Schuyler's 
^viis- Kuc aKurtr^rsc vas oot, she ^d, like the re- 
;^j4~:iiiL hT •fnewes. but of the most iiitiuiiite friends. 

* r^itiT '.kimhsfk ^ viLit kinduess," writes she, '^ and 
:iitr'' ]«;att««i 3A iJie Sftme manner towards Gren- 
«ru Sixrzfj joA. I3»:>.iiri he had ordered their splen- 
did ^^sciaaiaaiiMiLS :\> be burnt, and without any ne- 
:5;$^r7. j: wms- sui. Ba: ali their actions proved, 
Udc a :att a^3C ;3C :ae mi^iortuues of others they 
DuiisKLj iirsjc ^lelr i>«Tk.~ It was, in fact, the lot 
It 3tir3?i^^itf "u ii&T*^ e:tt^ of fir« heaped on his head 
If ~:&Ape WLX wiftxa ^ b^i been at enmity. One 
IT iiir ar«c 3«sr!ui» w^>ai be ha*l encountered in 
Tie A^ntsr-isur 21^0 was Gmeral Schuvler. He 
u'*--Ti\i\ksd. XT mftdK^ iccae e:Eplaiiation or excuse 
i.A»i: Tic r^nattLi: ieacrjocixi oi his property. 
^i-.-i'-er i^ez^^sd, jl-m jcc :^ :iiiuk of it, as the oc- 
ra^^i; luscins^ 3i. jctv-clli^ to the principles and 

• ^ iii£ m:r*»* siji Bwri:»>Tae, iu a speech be- 

t at ca^ii:-« ic Ccci::i:c.5 : " he sent an aid-de- 

..a-*! li r^itiim:^ me *> A-b»iiiy ; in order, as he 

: i:. ;>e<.-i- li. ir Tr-.-oxrt :n::;cr quarters than a 

^r--..:^.-' jUi^iu :ir iiuir :.: di.i. That irentlemMn 

.•-■^...it *-iri in: J J- A Ti^.-T tv-r^.wi; hou^*?, ;iml, to my 

c*:^t» ^ai~:i^i<. ji.'^sfti'j.is^L :3c :o Mrs, Sohuvler and 

ic - .*.uii '. Ii ,i,fci i:v^?*r I r\?malnt\i during my 

» . »«• -n:i r u XJ:iu T, »;:;^ ^ :uble uf more than 

• 1. ■ --. * *si^ 3 c ri»r azjI ;uv friends, and every 
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This was indeed realizing the vaunted courtesy 
aud magnanimity of the age of chivalry. 

The surrender of Burgoyne was soon followed 
by the evacuation of Ticonderoga and Fort Inde- 
pendence, the garrisons retiring to the Isle Aux 
Noix and St John's. As to the armament on tlie 
Hudson, the commanders whom Sir Henry Clin- 
ton had left in charge of it, received, in the midst 
of their desolating career, the astounding intelli- 
gence of the capture of the army with which they 
had come to cooperate. Nothing remained for 
them, therefore, but to drop down the river and 
return to New York. 

The whole expedition, though it had effected 
much damage to the Americans, failed to be of 
essential service to the royal cause. The fortresses 
in the Highlands could not be maintained, and 
had been evacuated and destroyed, and the plunder- 
ing and burning of defenseless towns and villages, 
and especially the conflagration of Esopus, had 
given to the whole enterprise the character of a 
maraud, disgraceful in civilized warfare, and cal- 
culated only to inflame more deadly enmity and 
determined opposition. 

NOTE. 

The reader may desire to know the sequel of Lady Harriet 
Ackland's romantic story. Her husband recovered from his 
wounds, and they returned together to England. Major Ack- 
land retained a grateful sense of the kind treatment they had 
experienced from the Americans. At a dinner party he had 
warm words with another British officer, who questioned the 
American character for courage. A duel ensued, in which tl.s 
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va» kill«d. The shock to I^dy Harriet produced mental 
iWrirr*sc*nK. She recovered iu the course of a couple of 
5^ek.*«. Asd ulzima:elr vas married to Mr. Brudenell, the worthy 
t£^<Cain «bo had been her companion and protector in the 
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CHAPTER XXIII. 

Washington advances to Skippack Creek. — The British Fleet 
in the Delaware. — Forts and Obstructions in the River. 

— Washington meditates an Attack on the British Camp 

— Battle of Germantown. 

AVING given the catastrophe of the 
British invasion from the North, we will 
revert to that part of the year's campaign 
which was passing under the immediate eye of 
Washington. We left him encamped at Pott's 
Grove towards the end of September, giving his 
troops a few days' repose after their severe fatigues. 
Being rejoined by Wayne and Smallwood with 
their brigades, and other troops being arrived from 
the Jerseys, his force amounted to about eight 
thousand Continentals and three thousand militia ; 
with these he advanced, on the 30th of September, 
to Skippack Creek, about fourteen miles from 
Germantown, where the main body of the British 
nrmy lay encamped, a detachment under Corn- 
wallis occupying Philadelphia. 

Immediately after the battle of Brandy wine. 
Admiral Lord Howe with great exertions had 
succeeded in getting his ships of war and transports 
round from the Chesapeake into the Delaware 
and had anchoi-ed them along the western shore 
from Reedy Island to Newcastle. They were 
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prevented from approaching* nearer by obstructions 
which the Ainericms hail phiced in tlie river. 
Tlie lowest of these wei-e at Biliingsport (or 
Bylling^s Point), where chevaiix de-frise in tlie 
channel of the river were protected by a stn)ng 
reiloubt on the Jersey shoi-e. Higher up were 
Fort Miffiin on Mud (or Fort) Ishind. and Fort 
Mercer on the Jersev shore ;• with chevaux-de- 
frise l»etween them. Washington had exerted 
himself to throw a garrison into Fort Mifflin, and 
keep up the obstructions of the river. " If these 
can be maintained,*' said he, " Greneral Ho\ve*3 
situation will not be the most agreeable : for if his 
supplies can be stoppeil by water, it may easily be 
d«Mie by land. To do lx>th shall be my utmost 
eiiOeavor ; and I am not without hope that the 
acqni'^ition of Philadelphia may, instead of his 
gKMHl fortune, prove his ruin.** ^ 

Sir William Howe was perfectly aware of this, 
and had ci>iicerte4i operations with his brother by 
iarhl ami water, to reduce the forts and clear away 
the obstructions of the river. With this view he 
lietacheii a part of his force hi to the Jerseys, to 
pn»Lt*etl. in the first instance, against the fortifi- 
cations at Billingsport. 

Wa-ihingion had been for some days anxiously 
on the lo<>kout for some opportunity to strike a 
bU^w of ot^nsequence, when two intercepted lettei*s 
gave him intelli'jence of this movement. lie im- 
meNlbitely determined to make an attack upon the 
British i^imp at Germantown, while weakeued by 
the al>senct> of this detachment. To understand 

A L«tU9r to the Presiilent of Coogress. Sparks, v, 71. 
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the plan of the attack, some description of the 
British place of encampment is necessary. 

Germantown, at that time, was little more than 
one continued street, extending two miles north 
and south. The houses were mostly of stone, low 
and substantial, with steep roofs and protecting 
eaves. They stood apart from each other, with 
fruit trees in front and small gardens. Beyond 
the village, and about a hundred yards east of the 
road, stood a spacious stone edifice, with orna- 
mented grounds, statues, groves, and shrubbery 
the country-seat of Benjamin Chew, chief justice 
of Pennsylvania previous to the Revolution : we 
shall have more to say concerning this mansion 
presently. 

Four roads approached the village from above ; 
that is, from the north. The Skippack, which 
was the main road, led over Chestnut Hill and 
Mount Airy down to and tlirongh the village to- 
ward Philadelphia, forming the street of which 
we have just spoken. On its right, and nearly 
parallel, was the Monatawny or Ridsje road, pass- 
ing near the Schuylkill, and entering the main 
road below the village. 

On the left of the Skippack or main road, was 
the Limekiln road, running nearly parallel to it for 
a time, and then turning towards it, almost at 
right angles, so as to enter the village at the 
market-place. Still further to the left or east, 
and outside of all. was the Old York road, falling 
into the main road some distance below the village. 

The main body of the British forces lay en- 
camped across the lower part of the villag(^, 
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the village at the market-house. The two divis- 
ions were to attack the enemy's right wing in 
front, McDougall with his brigade to attack it in 
flank, while Small wood's division of Maryland 
militia and Forman's Jersey brigade, making a 
circuit by the Old York road, were to attack it 
in the rear. Two thirds of the forces were thus 
directed against the enemy's right wing, under 
the idea that, if it could be forced, the whole 
army must be pushed into the Schuylkill, or 
compelled to surrender. The attack was to 
begin on all quarters at daybreak.^ 

About dusk, on the 3d of October, the army 
left its encampment at Matuchen Hills, by its 
different routes. Washington accompanied the 
right wing. It had fifteen miles of weary march 
to make over rough roads, so that it was after 
daybreak when the troops emerged from the 
woods on Chestnut Hill. The morning was 
dark with a heavy fog. A detachment advanced 
to attack the enemy's out-picket, stationed at 
Allen's house. The patrol was led by Captain 
Allen McLane, a brave Maryland ofiicer, well 
acquainted with the ground, and with the position 
of the enemy. He fell in with double sentries, 
whom he killed with the loss of one man. The 
alarm, however, was given ; the distant roll of 
a drum and the call to arms, resounded through 
the murky air. The picket guard, after discharg- 
ing their two six-pounders, were routed, and re- 
treated down the south side of Mount Airy to 

1 Letter of Washington to the President of Cougreiia 
Utter of SuUivan to the President of New Hampshire. 
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are assigned for it. Sullivan alleges that his 
troops had expended all their cartridges, and 
were alarmed by seeing the enemy gathering on 
their left, and by the cry of a light horse- 
man, that the enemy were getting round them. 
Wayne's division, which had pushed the enemy 
three miles, was alarmed by the approach of a 
large body of American troops on its left flank, 
which it mistook for foes, and fell back in defi- 
ance of every effort of its officers to rally it. 
In its retreat it came upon Stephen's division and 
threw it into a panic, being, in its turn, mistaken 
for the enemy ; thus all fell into confusion, and 
our army fled from their own victory. 

In the mean time, the enemy having recovered 
from the first effects of the surprise, advanced in 
their turn.' General Grey brought up the left 
wing, and pressed upon the American troops as 
they receded. Lord Cornwallis, with a squadron 
of light horse from Philadelphia, arrived just in 
time to join in the pursuit. 

The retreat of the Americans was attended 
with less loss than might have been expected, and 
they carried off all their cannon and wounded. 
This was partly owing to the good generalship of 
Greene, in keeping up a retreating fight with the 
enemy for nearly five miles ; and partly to a check 
given by Wayne, who turned his cannon upon 
the enemy from an eminence, near White Marsh 
Church, and brought them to a stand. The re- 
treat continued through the day to Perkiomen 
Creek, a distance of twenty miles. . 

The loss of the enemy in this action is stated 
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by them to be seventy-one killed, four hundred 
and fifteen woundetl. and fourteen missing : amon| 
the killed was Brigadier-general Agnew. Th< 
American loss was one hundred and fifty killc( 
^\e hundred and twenty-one wounded, and abou 
four hundred taken prisoners. Among the kille( 
was General Nash of North Carolina. Amonf 
the prisoners was Colonel Matthews of Virginia 
who commanded a Virginia regiment in the Itf 
win^. Most of his officers and men were kille( 
or wounded in fighting bravely near the market- 
house, and he himself received several bayonei 
wounda. 

Speaking of Washington's conduct amidst tht 
perplexities of this confused battle, General Sul 
livan writes, '* I saw, with gi-eat concern, oui 
brave commander-in-chief exposing himself to th' 
hottest fire of the enemy, in such a manner, th; 
regard for my country obliged me to ride to hi' 
and beg him 'to 'retire. He, to firatify me 2 
some others, withdrew to a small distance, but 
anxiety for the fate of the day soon brought 
up again, where he remained till our troops 
retreated." 

The sudden retreat of the army gave bin? 
prise, chagrin, and mortification. " Ever 
count," said he, subsequently, in a letter t 
President of Congress, " confirms the opinio 
first entertained, that our troops retn^ated 
instant when victory was declaring herself 
fiivor. The tumult, disorder, and e^'en 
which, it seems, had taken place in the 
army, were scai-cely to be paralleled ; v 
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Baid, 80 strongly did the ideas of a retreat prevail, 
that Chester was fixed on for their rendezvous. 
I can discover no other cause for not improving 
this happy opportunity, than the extreme haziness 
of the weather." 

So also Captain Heth of Virginia, who was in 
the action : " What makes this iuglorious flight 
more grating to us is, that we know the enemy 
had orders to retreat, and rendezvous at Chester ; 
and that upwards of two thousand Hessians had 
actually crossed the Schuylkill for that purpose ; 
that the tories were in the utmost disti'ess, and 
moving out of the city ; that our friends confined 
in the new jail made it ring with shouts of joy ; 
that we passed, in pursuing them, upwards of 
twenty pieces of cannon, their tents standing filled 
with their choicest baggage ; in fine, everything 
was as we could wish, when the above flight took 
place." 1 

No one was more annoyed than Wayne. " For- 
tune smiled on us for full three hours," writes he, 
the enemy were broke, dispersed, and flying in 
all quarters — we were in possession of their whole 
encampment, together with their artillery park, 
etc., etc. A ynnd-miU attack was made upon a 
house into which six light companies had thrown 
themselves, to avoid our bayonets. Our troops 
were deceived by this attack, thinking it some- 
thing formidable. They fell back to assist, — 
the enemy believing it to be a retreat, followed, — 

1 Letter to Col. Lamb in the Lamh Papers^ N. T. Hist 
Soc. , and quoted in the Life of Lamb^ p. 183. 
VOL. III. 20 
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soDfiuion ensued, and we ran away from the arms 
af victory open to receive us." 

In fact, as has justly been observed by an ex- 
perienoed officer, the plan of attack was too widely 
extended for strict concert, and too complicated 
for precise coopenition, as it had to be conducted 
iu the night, and with a large proportion of undis- 
ciplined militia ; and yet, a bewildering fog alone 
appears to have prevented its complete success. 

But although the Americans were balked of 
the victory, which seemed within their grasp, the 
impression matle by the audacity of this attempt 
upon Germantown, was greater, we are told, than 
that caused by any single incident of the war 
after Lexington and Bunker*s liill.^ 

A British military historian, a contemporary, 
observes : *' In this action the Americans acted 
upon the (offensive ; and though repulsed with loss, 
phowetl themselves a formidable adversary, capa- 
ble of char:;in«j with resolution and retreating 
with giHxI order. The hope, therefore, enter- 
taiuetl from the etfect uf any action with them us 
•ltvi>ive, and likely to put a speedy terminatiou 
to ilu* war. was exceetlinglv abated." ^ 

Tlie luiiile hud its etfect also in France. The 
("o;inT I>e Vergennes observed to the American 
iMmim>>i. iners in Paris on their first interview, 
i:.;ii nothing si ruck him so much as General 
\Va>lu:.giou s attacking and giving battle to Gen- 
eral Howe's army : that to bring an army raised 
wi;liin a year to tliis pas< promised everything. 

A Knd*s -VcOK'ir*, vol. i. p. 319. 
« Orff ITar tn Amei-iea, i. 269, 
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The effect on the army itself may be judged 
from letters written at the time by officers to their 
friends. *• Though we gave away a complete vic- 
tory," writes one, " we have learnt this valuable 
truth, that we are able to beat them by vigorous 
exertion, and that we are far superior in point of 
swiftness. We are in high spirits ; every action 
gives our troops fresh vigor, and a greater opin- 
ion of their own strength. Another bout or two 
must make the situation of the enemy very disa- 
greeable." ^ 

Another writes to his father : " For my own 
part, I am so fully convinced of the justice of the 
cause in which we are contending, and that Prov- 
idence, in ife own good time, will succeed and 
bless it, that, were I to see twelve of the United 
States overrun by our cruel invaders, I should 
still believe the thirteenth would not only save it- 
self, but also work out the deliverance of tJ e 
others." 2 

1 Capt. Heth to Col. Lamb. 

s Major Shaw. Memoirs^ bj Josiah Quincy, p. 41* 
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maiided by Conuiiodore Hazel wood, were statior 
under the forts huiI about the river. 

Fort Mercer had hitherto been garrisoned 

militia, but Washington now replaced them 

four hundred of Greneral Yarnum*s Rhode Isli 

Gout iuen tab. Colonel Christopher Greene \ 

put in command ; a brave officer who had acc( 

pHuied Arnold in his rough expedition to Cant 

and fought valiantly under the walls of Quel 

•• The post with which you are intrusted," wr 

Wasbiugton in his letter of instructions, ^^ is 

the utmost importance to America. The wl 

flj defeuae of the Delaware depends upon it; 

W consequently all the enemy's hopes of kee{ 

-,. Philadelphia, and finally succeeding in the p 

eut campaign." 
■ Colonel Greene was accompanied by Cap 

I Mauduit Duplessis, who was to have the direc 

• fl of the artillery. He was a young French e 

' ^ . neer of great merit, who had volunteered in 

[ E American cau^'e, and received a commission f 

L ^ Congress. The chevaux-de-frise in the river 

^ a been constructed under his superintendence 

' Jk Greene aided by Duplessis, made all hastt 

* put Fort Mercer in a state of defense ; but be 

I he outworks were completed, he was surpr 
(October 22d) by the appearance of a large i\ 
emerging from a wood witliin cannon-shot of 
fort. Their unitorms sliowed them to be \ 
I »iaus. They were, in fact, four battalions tw( 

hundr^ strong of grenadiers, picked men, be; 
light iufanlry and chasseurs, all commanded 
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DouDt Donop, who had figured '\a ibe last year's 

Colonel Greetie, in nowise dismayed by Iho 
iperiority of ihe enemy, forming in glisiening 
Tuy before iLe wood, prepared for s. stout reaiat- 
ico. In a liille while an officer was descried, 
iiag slowly up with a flag, accouipauied by a 
'uramer. Greene ordered his men lo keep out 
if sight, ihat the fort migtit appear but slightly 
Brrisoaed. 

When within proper distance, the drummer 
juuded a parley and llie officer summoned the 
arrison to surrender; with a threat of no quar- 
ir in Ciise of resislnnce. 

Greeiie's reply was, that Ihe post would be de- 
inded to the last exiremiiy. 

The fltig rode hack and made reporL Forth- 
nth the UessinriB were seen at work throwing up 
battery within half a mile of ihe outworks. 
I was flnislted by four o'clock, and opened a 
eavy cannonade, under cover of which the en- 
tay were prepHriug to approach. 

As the AmericAti oulworks were but half fin- 
ihed, and were loo exiensive lo be manned by the 
^rrison, it was deiermined by Greene and Du- 
lessis that the truupa should make but a short 
land there ; to gall the enemy in their approach, 
nd then retire within the redoubt, which was 
tafeuded by a deep intrenchment, boarded and 
raised. 

Donop led oil bia troops in gallant style, under 
tDTur of a heavy fire fi-otn his battery. They 
jdTHHCed in two columns, to attack ihe outworka 
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in this brief but severe action, was aboat four 
hundred men. That of the Americans, eight 
killed and twenty-nine wounded. 

As Captain Mauduit Duplessis was ti*aversing 
the scene of slaughter after the repulse, he was 
accosted by a voice from among the slain : ^ who- 
ever you are, draw me hence." It was the un- 
fortunate Count Donop. Duplessis had him 
conveyed to a house near the fort, where every 
attention was paid to his comfort. He languished 
for three days, during which Duplessis was con- 
tinaally at his bedside. " This is finishing a no- 
ble career early," said the count sadly, as he 
found his death approaching, — then, as if con- 
scious of the degradins service in which he had 
foUen, hired out by his prince to aid a foreign 
power in quelling the brave struggle of a people 
for their liberty, and contrasting it with that in 
which the chivalrous youth by his bedside was 
engaged, — "I die," added he bitterly, *' the vic- 
tim of my ambition, and of the avarice of my 
sovereign." ^ He was but thirty-seven years of 
age at the time of his death. 

According to the plan of the enemy. Fort 

Mifilin, opposite to Fort Mercer, was to have 

been attacked at the same time by water. The 

force employed was the Augusta of sixty-four 

guns, the Roebuck of forty-four, two frigates, 

the Merlin sloop of eighteen guns, aiid a giilley. 

They forced their way through the lower line of 

chevaux-de-tVise ; but the Augusta and Merlin 

ran aground below the second line, and every 

I De Chastellux, vol. i. p. 2G6. 
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who commanded at Fort Mercer, LiBntenant- 
eolouel Smith of Mavjland, who conunandcd at 
Fort Mifflin, and Commodore Hazelwood, who 
commanded Uie galleys, received the thanks of 
that body ; and subsequently, a sword was voted 
to eadi, an \ testimonial of distinguished merit. 
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Bcm who had not rendered the cause the least ser« 
vice, and who had been Ids mferior in France, 
He claimed, therefore, for himself, the rank of 
major-general, and was supported in his preten- 
sions by persons both in and out of Congress ; 
especially by Mifflin, the quartermaster general. 

Washington had already been disgusteil by the 
overweening presumption of Conway, and was 
surprised to hear that his application was likely 
to be successful. He wrote on the 17th of Oc- 
tober, to Richard Henry Lee, then in Congress, 
warning him that such an appointment would be 
as unfortunate a metisure as ever was adopted — 
one that would give a fatal blow to the existence 
of tlie army. " Upon so interesting a subject," 
observes he, " 1 must speak plainly. The duty 
I owe ray country, the ardent desire I have to 
promote its true interests, and justice to individ- 
uals, require this of me. General Conway's 
merit as an officer, and his importance in this 
army, exist more in his own imagination than in 
reality. For it is a maxim with him to leave no 
service of his own untold, nor to want anything 

which is to be obtained by importunity 

I would ask why the youngest brigadier in the 
service should be put over the heads of the oldest, 
and thereby take rank and command of gentlemen 
who but yesterday were his seniors ; gentlemen 
who, as I will be bound to say in behalf of some 
o^ them at least, are of sound judgment and un- 
questionable bravery This truth 

X am well assured of, that they will not serve 
under him. I leave you to guess, therefore, at 
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eeived a copy of the capitulation in a letter froir 
General Putnam. 

Grates was equally neglectful to inform him of 
the disposition he intended to make of the army 
under his command. He delayed even to forward 
Morgan's rifle corps, though their services were 
no longer needed in his camp, and were so inucb 
required in the south. It was determined, tiiere 
fore, in a council of war, that one of Washing 
ton's staff should he sent to Gates to represeu 
the critical state of affairs, and that a large rein 
feroement from the Northern army would, in td 
probability, reduce General Howe to the same 
situation with Burgoyne, should lie remain in 
Philadelphia, without being able to remove the 
obstnictions in tlie Delaware, and open a free 
communication with his shipping. 

Colonel Alexander Hamilton, his youthful but 
intelligent aide-de-camp, was charged with this 
mission. He bore a letter from Washington to 
Gkites, dated October 30th, of which the following 
18 an extract 

** By this opportunity, I do myself the pleasure 
to congratulate you on the signal success of the 
army under your command, in compelling Gen- 
eral Burgoyne and his whole force to surrender 
themselves prisoners of war ; an event that does 
the highest honor to the American arms, and 
whichy I hope, will be attended with the most ex- 
tensive and happy consequences. At the same 
time, I cannot but regret that a matter of such 
magnitude, and so interesting to our general 
operations, should have reached me by report only ; 
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m trral' general and had counselors would hem 
ruined it." ' 

** I am, sir, your humble servant, 

" George Washington." 

The brevity of this note rendered it tne mor 
astounding. It was a hand-grenade thrown lot 
the midst of the cabal. The effect upon otlie 
members we shall show hereafter : it seems, i 
lirst, to have prostrated Con way. An epistle o 
his friend Mifflin to Gates intimates, that Coe 
way endeavored to palliate to Washington th 
censorious expressions in his letter, by pleadin 
the careless freedom of lanffuage induliired i 
^miliar letter writing ; no other record of sue 
explanation remains, and that probably was n( 
receiveil as Siitisfactorj. Certain it is, he in 
metliatelv sent in his resimiatioii. To some he o 
logcH^ as an excuse for resigning, the disparagi 
WAV in which he had been spoken of by so 
moml»ors of Congress; to others he observed, t 
the campaign w:is at an end, and there wi 
prosj*ect of a French war. The real reasoi 
ke: I lo himst-lf. and Washington suifered 
n-'xain a srorei. lli> resignation, however 
-■•: a<vei:oi by Congress; on the contra] 
«*> >v.piv^r:t\i by tl.c ealuiL and was u(h 
: :"-::>>.- :;v-:.or>, which we shall specity 
a:":e-. 

!v. : -■ ::>..i:: ::n:e, :!:e cabal woi.t on u 
*'.:::< .\"'\\:\>r..< K:w.. en ::i.- iwh'w^ 
■z :J'= :•«.- ir^-.:->. ■.:-c.-'.y ..',t -^aiory 
i-ii - TITc^*''-- .-■ " P * ■■ «'v • . • ^- * », 



APOLOGY FOR THE ARMY. 323 

of them ; but they drew from him the following 
apology for his army, in a noble and character- 
istic letter to his friend, the celebrated Patrick 
Henry, then governor of Virginia. " The de- 
sign of this," writes he, " is only to inform you, 
and with great truth I can do it, strange as it 
may seem, that the army which I have had un- 
der my immediate command, has not, at any one 
time, since General Howe's landing at the Head 
of Elk, been equal in point of numbers to his. 
In ascertaining this, I do not confine myself to 
continental troops, but comprehend militia. The 
disafifected and lukewarm in this State, in whom 
unhappily it too much abounds, taking advan- 
tage of the distraction in the government, pre- 
vented those vigorous exertions, which an in- 
vaded State ought to have yielded 

I was left to fight two battles, in order, if possi- 
ble, to save Philadelphia, with less numbers than 
composed the army of my antagonist, whilst the 
world has given us at least double. This im- 
pression, though mortifying in some points of 
view, I have been obliged to encourage ; because, 
next to being strong, it is best to be thought so 
by the enemy ; and to this cause, principally, 1 
think is to be attributed the slow movements of 
General Howe. 

" How different the case in the Northern De- 
partment ! There the States of New York and 
New England, resolving to crush Burgoyne, con- 
tinued pouring in their troops, till the surrender 
of that army ; at which time not less than four- 
teen thousand militia, as I have been informed, 
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capital." And Major-poneral Arm- 

Peniisjlvania militia, writen jit the 

.: cil of his State : " lie nut iIi'ii'IvlmI 

General WHshington's nuniliers: Ik; 

aid. Let the bruve sti'p furih, tht-ir 

*e many. You all speak wrll of our 

. distance; don't 3'ou want to sfc hlin, 

srous, one martial visit, when kindly 

:ir the end of a long campaign V There 

Irea the unremitting zeal and toils of 

:-e night, multiplied into years, wiihout 

of hia own, without murmur or com- 

' d calls thia arduoua task the service ci 

,God." 
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aani eaiiDomtde and l^mbanlment for several dajs, 
dcfitr«l all iv(j>air9. Tiie liluok-buuses were deniol- 
i^tied, the pall?ades benign dou-n, the guns dis- 
B^MiDtt^L, lh«' barracks reduced ti) ruius. Captain 
TivaiL '\ Touuff orfiorr of «:reat merit, who com- 
nMndtr^ tiie arciilerv. was killed, as were several 
Don-commi^i- >iied <*t&iA.'rs and privates; and a 
naniber were wouiided. 

The survivor*, who were not wounded, were 
cxiiausttM by want of slet*p, hard duty, and coq- 
9iju\i «:xp*.>»iire ro die niin. Colonel Smith him- 
Scl:' Wiis disviiblei by severe contusions, and ob- 
li^i to retire to Red Bank. 

Xiie x.iri was in ruins: there was danijer of its 

br-ir-j esirrioi by storm, but the gallant Fleury 

iht.Hi::h: x: migiit yet be tlefended with the aid of 

frt>ii tr-^»:'S. SiIl'II were furni-'hed from Varnuin'3 

l»r:j.vic: Lieu:fnAn:-L*ol'nri Rjssell, «jf the Con- 

ir:o::ouC iiue. rrjl.n.v.i C-»i-»nel Smith. He, iu 

his lursj. M-.t< oLtiijrJ lo I't'Iinqiiish the command 

■.■ir»ni^';i liifiuue and iil health, and was suc- 

c*t."vi.-d by M.ijiir Tnayer of Rijode Island, aided 

by L'MpCaiii (afierwards commodore) Talbot, who 

iiad •ii>tirii;ui^hed himself in the precediiio; year 

by an Mitack on a ship of war in the Hudson 

Tiie present was an occasion that required men 

«if desperate valor. 

On the fourth day the enemy brought a large 
Indiamaii, cut down to a floating battery, to beai 
upon the works; but though it opened ii terribU 
MIX*, it was silenced before night. The next daj 
sevend ships of war gotjrtiihin gunshot. Twt 
pre^mred to attack it in trout ; others brou«'hl 
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their guns to bear on Fort Mercer; while two 
made their way into the narrow channel between 
Mud Island and the Pennsylvania shore, to op- 
erate with the British batteries erected there. 

At a concerted signal a cannonade was opened 
from all quarters. The heroic little garrison stood 
the fire without flinching ; the danger, however, 
was growing imminent. The batteries on Prov- 
ince Island enfiladed the works. The ships in 
the inner channel approached so near as to throw 
hand-grenades into the fort, while marines sta- 
tioned in the round-tops stood ready to pick off 
any of the garrison that came in sight. 

The scene now became awful ; incessant firing 
from ships, forts, gondolas, and floating batteries, 
with clouds of sulphurous smoke, and the deafen- 
iiiif thunder of cannon. Before umht there was 
hardly a fortification to defend ; palisades were 
BhiverecT, guns dismounted, the whole parapet lev- 
eled. There w^s terrible slaugliter ; most of the 
company of artillery were destroyed. Fleury 
himself was wounded. Captain Talbot received 
a wound in the wrist, but continued bravely fight- 
ing until disabled by another wound in the hip.*' ^ 

To hold out longer was impossible. Major 
Thayer made preparations to evacuate the fort 
iQ the night. Everything was removed in the 
evening, that could be conveyed away without too 
much exposure to the murderous fire from the 
round-tops. The wounded were taken over lo 
Ued Bank, accompanied by part of the garrison. 
ri>ayer remained with forty men until eleven 

1 Uyk qf Talbot, by Henry T. Tuckerman, p. 31, 
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all possible dispatch, whicli he promised to do. 
The colonel had expected to find matters in such 
a train, that he would have little to do but hurry 
on ample reinforcements already on the march ; 
whereas, he found that a large part of the North- 
ern army was to remain in and about Albany, 
about four thousand men to be spared to the com- 
mander-in-chief; the rest were to be stationed on 
the east side of the Hudson with Putnam, who 
bad held a council of war how to dispose of them. 
The old general, in fact, had for some time past 
been haunted by a project of an attack upon New 
York, in which he had twice been thwarted, and 
for which the time seemed propitious, now that 
niost of the British troops were reported to have 
gone from New York to reinforce General Howe. 
Hamilton rather disconcerted his project by di- 
recting him, in Washington's name, to hurry 
forward two continental brigades to the latter, 
together with Warner's militia brigade; also to 
order to Red Bank a body of Jersey militia about 
to cross to Feekskill. 

Having given these directions, Hamilton has- 
tened on to Albany. He found still less disposi- 
iioji on the part of Gates to furnish the troops re- 
quired. There was no certainty, he said, that Sir 
Henry Clinton had gone to join General Howe 
There was a possibility of his returning up the 
river, which would expose the ai*seual at Albany 
to destruction, should that city be left bare of 
troops. The New England States, too, would be 
kft open to the ravages and depredations of the 
iogr; beside, it would put it out of his power 
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Ct tlie coQQtry from little pluD- 
id to carry oq tlie works necea- 
■e of the river. Tbe latter waa 
laio thought. He was eager to 
brtresfiea out of which ha liHtl 
ejected; or rather to construct 
letter place, about West Point, 
ns were again to be ezteoded 

le coDtrary, wished to keep as 
wsible under hia control. The 
oce more astride of whut Ham- 
f " hobby-horse," an expeditiou 
Ht. He had neglected to for- 
jirbich had been ordered to tho 
least attention Itad been paid by 
V order trom Albany, in Waali- 
\ the detachment of an additional 
Some, which had come down 
I been marched by him to Tar- 
f had reconnoitered tlie coun- 
King's Bridge, and was now 
■eighborhood of White Plains. 
I Hamilton, " is sacrificed to 
; New York." The young 
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the prevalent want in this particular, that ten 
dollars reward was offered in general orders for 
a model of the best subsitute for shoes that conld 
be made out of raw hides. 

The evil which Washington had so anxiously 
striven to prevent had now been effected. Tlie 
American vessels stationed in the river had lost 
all protection. Some of the galleys escaped past 
the batteries of Philadelphia in a fog, and took 
refuge in the upper part of the Delaware ; the rest 
were set on fire by their crews and abandoned. 

The enemy were now in possession of the 
river, but it was too late in the season to clear 
away the obstructions, and open a passage for the 
large ships. All that could be effected at pres- 
ent, was to open a sufficient channel for trans- 
ports and vessels of easy burden, to bring pro- 
visions and supplies for the army. 

Washington advised the navy board, now that 
the enemy had command of the river, to have all 
the American frigates scuttled and sunk imme- 
diately. The board objected to sinking them, but 
said they should be ballasted «nd plugged, ready 
to be sunk in case of attack. Washington warned 
tbem that an attack would be sudden, so as to get 
possession of them before they could be sunk 
ttp destroyed ; his advice and warning were un- 
beeded ; the consequence will hereafter be shown. 




CHAPTER XXVII. 

(javliao of u Attuk cm FhiladelphU. — General Reed il 
Ilcad-qiuutere. — Fjieinj'a Wariu recoanoitered. — 0pm- 
•DH in • Coancil of War. — EiplaiC of Lafayette. — 
SKdres Command of a Division. —Modification of the 
Boani of War. — Gales to Preaide. — Letter of Lovell.— 
Sally Forth of General Howe. — Evoluliona and Sliir- 
mishea. — Cooway InspeHor-generaL — Consultation about 
Wintu.quarten. — Dreary March lo Valley Forge — Hut- 
ling. — Washington's Tiadicatoiy Letters. — Retrospect of 
(baTcar. 

IC^^SN the evening of the 24lh of November 
I^NJ ^H*'"'°g*o" reconiioilered, carefully iind 
^)^S^ thougiiirullj', rhe lines nnd defensea about 
Pliiliidelpliift, from (he opposite side of the Schuyl- 
kill. His army whs now considerably reinforced; 
the gnrrison was weakened by the absence of a 
larve body of troops under Lord Cornwallis in 
the Jerseys. Some of the geiiei'at officers thought 
thi» nn advantageous moment for an attack upon 
the city. Such was the opinion of Lord Stirling, 
and e*pwaally General Wayne, Mad Anthony, as 
lie was familiarly called, always eager for some 
daring enterprise. The recent victory at Sara- 
tov* had dazzled the public mind, and produced 
a general impatience for something equally strik- 
ing and eSective in this f Beed, Wash- 
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\tigX0Q'6 former sepretary, now a brigadier-gen- 
~, shared largely in lliis luuling. He lind 
■written a. letter to Gates, coLigrtilulatiiig him 
on having " reduced his proud uiid indolent en- 
emy to the necessity of laying his arma nt his 
'jeet;" assuring him that it would "enroll his 
"pame with the hnppy few who shine in hislory, 

i conquerors, but as distinguished geneiitla. 

ve for some lime," adds he, " roluuteered 
with this army, whicli, noiwiilietHoding the la- 

tnd efforts of its amiable chief, hua jet gulh- 

Reed was actually at head-qaarters as a voliiii' 
teer, again enjoying much of Washington's con- 
"' and anxious that he should do somcthiug 

; the public wishe*. Washington was 
aware of this prevalent feeling, and [hat it naa 
Uuch wrought on by the intrigues of designing 
I, aod hy the sarcasms of the press. He was 
tow recoonoiteriug the enemy's works to judge 
f the policy of the proposed attack. " A Tig- 
; exertion is under consideration," writes 
Reed; " God grant it may be successful!"^ 
Everything in the neighborhood of the en- 
'i lines bore truces of the desohitiug hand 
■ar. Several houses, owned probably by 
toted patriots, hud been dciiiolished ; others 
Villas stood roofless ; iheir doors and 
riodows, au<l all the nouilwork, had been car- 
f lo make huts for the artillery. Nothing 
t bare walls remained. Gardens had been 
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trampled down and destroyed ; not a fence nor 
fruit-tree was to be seen. The gathering gloom 
of a November eyening heightened the sadness 
of this desolation. 

With an anxious eye Washington scrutinized 
the enemy's works. They appeared to be ex- 
ceeding strong. A chain of redoubts extended 
ftlong the most commanding ground from the 
Schuylkill to the Delaware. They were framed, 
planked, and of great thickness, and were sur- 
rounded by a deep ditch, inclosed and fraised. 
The intervals were filled with an abatis, in con- 
structing which all the apple trees of the neigh- 
borhood, besides forest trees, had been sacrificed.^ 

The idea of Lord Stirling and those in favor 
of an attack, was, that it should be at different 
points at daylight ; the main body to attack the 
lines to the north of the city, while Greene, em- 
b:irkiijg his men in boats at Dunk's Ferry, and 
passing down the Delaware, and Potter, with a 
IxKly of Continentals and militia, moving down 
the west side of the Schuylkill, should attack the 
eastern and western fronts. 

Washington saw that there was an opportunity 
for a brilliant blow, that might satisfy the impa- 
tience of the public, and silence tlie sarcjisms of 
the prei*s ; but he saw that it must be struck at 
the expi^nse of a fearful loss of life. 

Returning to camp, he held a council of war of 
his principal officers, in which the matter was de- 
bated at great length and with some warmth; 
but without coming to a decision. At breaking 

1 L{fe and Cor. of Rted^ vol. i. p. 341. 
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«^9 Washington requested that each membei, of 
the council would give his opinion the next 
morning in writing, and he sent off a messenger 
in the night for the written opinion of General 
Greene. 

Only four members of the council, Stirling, 
"Wayne, Scott, and Woodford, were in favor of 
an attack ; of which Lord Stirling drew up the 
plan. Eleven (including Greene) were against 
it, objecting, among other things, that the en- 
emy's lines were too strong and too well sup- 
ported, and their force too numerous, well dis- 
ciplined and experienced, to be assailed without 
great loss and the hazard of a failure. 

Had Washington been actuated by mere per- 
sonal ambition and a passion for military fame, 
or had he yielded to the goadings of faction and 
the press, he might have disregarded the loss and 
hazarded the failure ; but his patriotism was su- 
perior to his ambition ; he shrank from a glory 
that must be achieved at such a cost, and the idea 
of an attack was abandoned. 

General Reed, in a letter to Thomas Wharton, 
president of Pennsylvania, endeavors to prevent 
the caviling of that functionary and his co-legis- 
lators, who, though they hnd rendered very slen- 
der assistance in the campaign, were extremely 
urgent for some striking achievement. "From 
my own feelings," writes he, " I can easily judge 
of yours and the gentlemen round, at the seem- 
ing inactivity of this army for so long a time. 
{ know it is peculiarly irksome to the general, 
irhose own judgment led to more vigorous mea«- 
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esting on account of the behavior of our sol- 
diers." 1 

Washington had repeatedly written to Con 
gross in favor of giving the marquis a command 
equal to his nominal rank, in consideration of his 
illustrious and important connections, the attach- 
ment he manifested to the cause, and the discre- 
tion and good sense he had displayed on various 
occasions. " I am convinced," said he, " he pos- 
sesses a large share of that military ardor which 
generally characterizes the nobility of his coun- 
tiy." 

Washington availed himself of the present oc- 
casion to support his former recommendations, 
by transmitting to Congress an account of La- 
fayette's youthful exploit. He received, in re- 
turn, an intimation from that body, that it was 
their pleasure he should appoint the marquis to 
the command of a division in the Continental 
Army. The division of General Stephen at this 
time was vacant ; that veteran officer, who had 
formerly won honor for himself in the French 
war, having been dismissed for misconduct at the 
battle of Germautown, the result of intemperate 
habits, into which he unfortunately had fallen. 
Lafayette was forthwith appointed to the com- 
mand of that division. 

At this juncture (November 27tli), a modifi- 
cation took place in the Board of War, indicative 
of the influence which was operating in Congress. 
It was increased from three to five members : 
Greoeral Mifflin, Joseph Trumbull, Richard Pe- 

1 Memoirs of Lafayeitt, vol. i. p. 122 
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all J during the war. The brave fellows at Fort 
Mifliin and Red Bank have despaired of succor, 
and been obliged to quit. The naval departments 
have fallen into circumstances of seeming disgrace. 
Come to the Board of War, if only for a short 

season If it was not for -the defeat 

of Burgoyne, and the strong appearance of a 
Curopean war, our affairs are Fabiused into a 
very disagreeable posture." ^ 

While busy faction was thus at work, both in 
and out of Congress, to undermine the fame and 
authority of Washington, General Howe, accord- 
ing to his own threat, was preparing to '' drive 
him beyond the mountains." 

On the 4th of December, Captain Allen Mc- 
Laue, a vigilant officer already mentioned, of the 
Maryland line, brought word to head-quarters^ 
that an attack was to be made that very night on 
the camp at White Marsh. Washington made 
his dispositions to receive the meditated assault^ 
and, in the mean time, detached McLane with 
one hundred men to reconnoiter. The latter met 
the van of the enemy about eleven o'clock at 
night, on the German town road ; attacked it at 
the Three Mile Run, forced it to change its line 
of march, and hovered about and impeded it 
throughout the ni<rht. About three o'clock in tlie 
morning the alarm-gun announced the approacii 
vf the enemy. They appeared at daybreak, and 
encamped on Chestnut Hill, within three miles 
of Washington's right wing. Brigadier general 
Jaraes Irvine, with 'six hundred of the Pennsyl- 
I Gates' Papers, N. Y. Hist. Soc. Lib. 
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flankers were running to bayonet him, as he was 
recovering from his fall, when Ciiptaiii Allen Mc- 
Lfane came up with his men in time to drive 
them off and rescue him. He was conveyed from 
the field bj a light horseman.^ 

On the 7th there was every appearance that 
Howe meditated an attack on the left wing. 
Washington's heart now beat high, and he pre- 
pared for a warm and decisive action. In the 
course of the day he rode through every brigade, 
giving directions how the attack was to be met, 
and exhorting his troops to depend mainly on the 
bayonet. His men were inspirited by his words, 
bat still more by his looks, so calm and deter- 
mined ; for the soldier regards the demeanor more 
than the words of his general in the hour of 
peril. 

The day wore away with nothing but skir- 
mishes, in which Morgan's riflemen, and the 
Maryland militia under Colonel Gist, rendered 
good service. An attack was expected in the 
night, or early in the morning ; but no attack took 
place. The spirit manifested by the Americans 
in their recent contests, had rendered the British 
commanders cautious. 

The next day, in the afternoon, the enemy were 
again in motion ; but instead of advancing, filed 
off to the left, halted, and lit up a long string of 
fires on the heights ; behind which they retreated, 
Bilently and precipitately, in the night. By the 
lime Washington received intelligence of their 
uiovement, they were in full march by two or 

1 Xi/e and Cor. of Rted^ vol. i. p. 361. 
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would have justified the measure ; and this coald 
Dot be expected from their position." 

At this time, one of the earliest measures re- 
commended by the Board of War, and adopted 
by Congress, showed the increasing influence of 
the cabal; two inspectors-general were to be ap- 
pointed for the promotion of discipline and ref- 
ormation of abuses in tlie army ; and one of the 
persons chosen for this important office was Con- 
way, with the rank, too, of major-general ! This 
was tacitly in defiance of the opinion so fully ex- 
pressed by Washington of the demerits of the 
man, and the ruinous effects to be apprehended 
from his promotion over the heads of brigadiers 
of superior claims. Conway, however, was the 
secret colleague of Gates, and Gates was now 
the rising sun. 

Winter had now set in with all its severity. 
The troops, worn down by long and liard service, 
had need of repose. Poorly clad, also, and almost 
destitute of blankets, they required a warmer 
shelter than mere tents against the inclemencies 
of the season. The nearest towns which would 
afford winter-quarters, were Lancaster, York, and 
Carlisle ; but should the army retire to either of 
these, a large and fertile district would be exposed 
to be foraged by the foe, and its inhabitants, per- 
haps, to be dragooned into submission. 

Much anxiety was felt by the Pennsylvania 
Legislature on the subject, who were desirous 
that the army should remain in the field. Gen- 
eral Reed, in a letter to the president of that 
body, writes : " A line of winter-quarters had been 
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Among so many cross-purposes and discourage* 
ments, it was a difficult task for Washington to 
** keep the life and soul of the army together.** 
Yet he had done so. Marvelous indeed was the 
manner in which he had soothed the disconteuts 
of his aggrieved officers, and reconciled them to 
an ill-requiting service ; and still more marvel- 
ous the manner in which he had breathed his 
own spirit of patience and perseverance in his yeo- 
man soldiery, during their sultry marchings ami 
countermarchings through the Jerseys, under all 
kinds of privations, with no visible object of pur- 
suit to stimulate their ardor, hunting, as it were, 
the rumored apparitions of an unseen fleet. 

All this time, too, while endeavoring to ascer- 
tain and counteract the operations of Lord Howe 
upon the oceah, and his brother upon the land, he 
was directing and aiding military measures against 
Burgoyne in the North. Three games were in a 
manner going on under his supervision. The op- 
erations of the commander-in-cliief are not always 
most obvious to the public eye ; victories may be 
planned in his tent, of which subordinate generals 
get the credit; and most of the moves which 
ended in giving a triumphant check to Burgoyne, 
may be traced to Washington's shifting camp in 
the Jerseys. 

It has been an irksome task in some of the 
preceding chapters, to notice the under-current of 
intrigue and management by which some part of 
this year's campaign was disgraced ; yet even 
handed justice requires that such machinatiojid 
should be exposed. We have shown how success- 
%1 they were in displacing the noble-lieurtcd 
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Sclmyler from the Lend of the Norlheru depurt* 
ment ; llie Siime iDachiiintioiis were now al work 
lo undurRiIiio tlie col uinmider- in-chief, tind t^lcvate 
tlie putative hero of Sarutogii on Ids ruijis. He 
waa painfully ftWare <if ibem ; yet in no purl of 
(lie war did he wore thorouglily evince tlial mag- 
iiiiiiimily wliich was bis grand churacie fistic, than 
in tLe last scenes of this cnmpaign, where he row 
above the tuunlinga of the press, the sneerings of 
the cabiil, the murmurs of th« public, the sugaes- 
tiong of some of his friends, and the throbbing 
impulses of his own couriigeous heart, and adhered 
to that Fabian policy which he considered eesen- 
liul lo the safety of the cause. To dare is al\en 
the impuhe of seltlsh Hmhitioii or harebraioed 
valor; to forbear is at times the proof of real 
greatness. 
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«ach Hs sbouM Dot haFe been intrusted to any of 
four fumiiy. General Wasliingloii iudoaed it to 

^Conway wiihout remarks My deiir 

General, tnke care of yoar sincerity and fniiik 
■disposition; tliey cannot injure yourself, but may 
injure some of your best Erieuds. Affectionately 

Notliing could surpass the trouble and confusion 
f mind of Qiites jn iLe perusal of thia letter. 
i^art of hia coiTespondenee with Conway had been 
vent to head-quarlers. But what part? What 
was the purport and extent of the alleged es- 
'Vracia? How bad tliey been obtained? Who 
Ijiad sent lliem? Mifflin's letter specified noth- 
jngF and this silence as to particulars, lel\ an uu- 
bounded fieid for turrneuliug conjecrure. Li fact, 
Sifflin knew nothing in particular when he wi'ote ; 
r did any of the cabal. The laconic nature of 
PT&shinglon'e note to Conway Iiad thrown them 
)l iu confusion. None knew the extent of thu 
rreBpondenee discovered, nor bow fur they [uight 
e individually compromised. 

Gales, in his perplexity, suspected that his port- 

>lio bad been Blealthily opened and iiis leltera 

Dpied. But which of tliem? — and by whom? 

'i wrote !o Conwny find Mifflin, anxiously in- 

iring what ptirt of their correspondence had 

911 ihiis surreptitiously obtained, and " who was 

1 villain that had played him thin treaoheroua 

rick. TItere is scarcely a man living," says lie, 

■who takes a greater care of his letters ihim I do. 

\ uevur tkil to luck ibem up, and keep the key iu 

Hy pocket. .... No punishment is too se- 
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least loss of time may be attended with the worst 
consequences, and it being unknown to me whether 
the letter came to you from a member of Con- 
gress, or from an oflScer, I shall have the honor of 
transmitting a copy of this to the president, that 
the Congress may, in concert with your Excel- 
lency, obtain as soon as possible a discovery which 
so deeply affects the safety of the States. Crimes 
of that magnitude ought not to remain unpun- 
ished." A copy of this letter was transmitted by 
Gates to the President of Congress. 

Washington replied with characteristic dignity 
and candor. "Your letter of the 8th ultimo," 
writes he (January 4th), " came to my hand a few 
days ago, and, to my great surprise, informed me 
that a copy of it had been sent to Congress, for 
what reason I find myself unable to account ; but, 
as some end was doubtless intended to be answered 
by it, I am laid under the disagreeable necessity 
of returning my answer through the same channel, 
lest any member of that honorable body should 
harbor an unfavorable suspicion of my having 
practiced some indirect means to come at the 
contents of the confidential letters between you 
and Greneral Conway. 

"I am to inform you, then, that Colonel Wil- 
kinson, on his way to Congress, in the month of 
October last, fell in with Lord Stirling at Reading, 
and, not in confidence, that I ever understood, in- 
formed his aide-de-camp. Major Mc Williams, that 
General Conway had written this to you : ' Heaven 
has been determined to save your country, or a 
weak geoeral and bad counselors would have 
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forewarn, and consequently to forearm me, against 
a secret enemy, or in other words, a dangerous 
incendiary ; in which cliaracter, sooner or later, 
this country will know General Conway. But 
ID this, as in other matters of late, I have found 
myself mistaken." 

This clear and ample answer explained the 
enigma of the laconic note to Conway, and showed 
that the betrayal of the defamatory correspondence 
-was due to the babbling of Wilkinson. Following 
the mode adopted by Gates, Washington trans- 
mitted his reply through the hands of the Presi- 
dent of Congress, and thus this matter, which he 
had generously kept secret, became blazoned before 
Congress and the world. 

A few days after writing the above letter, 
Washington received the following warning from 
his old and faithful friend. Dr. Craik, dated from 
Maryland, January 6th. " Notwithstanding your 
unwearied diligence and the unparalleled sacrifice 
of domestic happiness and ease of mind which you 
bave made for the good of your country, yet you 
are not wanting in secret enemies, who would rob 
you of the great and truly deserved esteem your 
country has for you. Base and villainous men, 
through chagrin, envy, or ambition, are endeavor- 
ing to lessen you in the minds of the people, and 
taking underhand methods to traduce your char- 
acter. The morning I left camp, I was informed 
that a strong faction was forming against you in 
the new Board of War, and in the Congress. . 
» • . The method they are taking is by hold- 
liiS Ckmeral Gates up to the people, and making 
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Another anonymous paper, probably by the 
same hand, dated January 17th, and sent to 
Congress, under a cover directed to the president, 
Mr. Laurens, decried all the proceedings of the 
southern army, declaring that the proper method 
of attacking, beating and conquering the enemy, 
had never as yet been adopted by the commander- 
in-chief; that the late success to the northward 
was owing to a change of the commanders ; that 
the southern army would have been alike suc- 
cessful had a similar change taken place. After 
dwelling on the evils and derangements preva- 
lent in every department, it draws the conclu- 
sion, ^^ That the head cannot possibly be sound, 
when the whole body ia disordered ; that the 
people of America have been guilty of idolatry, 
by making a man their God, and the God of 
heaven and earth will convince them by woeful 
experience, that he is only a man ; that no good 
may be expected from the standing army until 
Baal and his worshippers are banished from the 
camp." ^ 

Instead of laying this mischievous paper before 
Congress, Mr. Laurens remitted it to Washington. 
He received the following reply : " I cannot suf- 
ficiently express the obligation I feel to you for 
your friendship and politeness, upon an occa- 
sion in which I am so deeply interiested. I 
was not unapprised that a malignant faction had 
been for some time forming to my prejudice ; 
which, conscious as I am of having ever done all 
in my power to answer the important purposes 

i Sptrln, Watkington^s WritinffSf vol. v. p. 497 
24 
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Marquis de Lafayette from Washington, to whom 
he was devotedly attached, and bring him into 
the interests of the cabal. For this purpose he 
was to have the command of the expedition, an 
appointment which it was thought would tempt 
his military ambition. Conway was to be sec- 
ond in command, and it was trusted that his ad- 
dress and superior intelligence would virtually 
make him the leader. 

The first notice that Washington received of 
the project was in a letter from Gates, inclosing 
one to Lafayette, informing the latter of his ap- 
pointment, and requiring his attendance at York- 
town to receive his instructions. 

Grates, in his letter to Washington, asked his 
opinion and advice, evidently as a matter of 
form. The latter expressed himself obliged by 
the "polite request," but observed that, as he 
neither knew the extent of the objects in view, 
nor the means to be employed to effect them, it 
was not in his power to pass any judgment upon 
the subject. He wished success to the enterprise, 
*' both as it might advance the public good and 
confer personal honor on the Marquis de Lafay- 
ette, for whom he had a very particular esteem 
and regard." 

The cabal, however, had overshot their mark. 
Tliafayette, who was aware of their intrigues, was 
BO disgusted by the want of deference and respect 
to the commander-in-chief evinced in the whole 
proceeding, that he would at once have declined 
the appointment, had not Washington himself 
•dTised him strongly to accept it. 
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was playing ; he made a point, therefore, of having 
the Baron de Kalb appointed to the expedition, 
whose commission being of older date tiian that 
of Conway, would give him the precedence of 
that officer, and make him second in command. 
This was reluctantly ceded by the cabal, who 
found themselves baffled by the loyalty in friend- 
ship of the youthful soldier. 

X/afayette set out for Albany without any very 
sanguine expectations. Writing to Washington 
from Flemington, amid the difficulties of winter 
travel, he says : " I go on very slowly, sometimes 
^drenched by rain, sometimes covered with snow, 
and not entertaining many handsome thoughts 
about the projected incursion into Canada. Lake 
Cbamplain is too cold for producing the least bit 
of laurel, and, if I am not starved, I shall be as 
proud as if I had gained three battles." ^ 

1 Sparks* Cor, Am. Rev. vol. ii. p. 74. 
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vhich your Excellency has condescended to tran- 
icribe, is spurious. It was certaiiily fabricated to 
inswer the most selfish and wicked purposes." 

He then goes on to declare that the genuine 
letter of Conway was perfectly harmless, contain- 
ing judicious remarks upon the want of discipline 
in the army, but making no mention of weak 
generals or bad counselors. " Particular actions 
rather than persons were blamed, but with impar- 
tiality, and I am convinced he did not aim at 
LesseDing, in my opinion, the merit of any person. 
His letter was perfectly harmless ; however, now 
that various reports have been circulated concern- 
ing its contents, they ought not to be submitted to 
the solemn inspection of those who stand most 
high in the public esteem. 

"Anxiety and jealousy would arise in the 
breast of very respectable officers, who, sensible 
of faults which inexperience and that alone, may 
have led them into, would be unnecessarily dis- 
gusted, if they perceived a probability of such 
errors being recorded. 

**• Honor forbids it, and patriotism demands that 
I should return the letter into the hands of the 
writer. I will do it ; but, at the same time, I 
declare that the paragraph conveyed to your Ex- 
cellency as a genuine part of it, was, in words as 
well as in substance, a wicked forgery. 

** About the beginning of December, I was in- 
formed that letter had occasioned an explanation 
between your Excellency and that gentleman. 
Not knowing whether the whole letter or a part 
of it had been stealingly copied, but fearing mal- 



^JLTEff EXPLANATORY LETTER 377 

» might have iDcantiouslj ooDversed ou the 
i^« of General Coiiwav*s letter with Col- 
^vnilton, whom you had sent not long be- 

^^Ibanj. I did not listen to this insinaa- 
^n«t yoor aide-de-camp and mine." 

original draft of this letter, which wo 
among the papers of General Gates, 
*» as a reason for not listening to the insin- 

«iat he considered it even as angenemus. 
pursues be, «the light your Excellency 
*^ assisted me with, exhibiting the many 
Stations which are necessarily blended to- 
rn the head and heart of General Wilkin- 

"Would not omit this fact: it will enable 
•Xcellency to judge whether or not he would 
^ to make such a forgery as that which he 
^•iids charged with, and ought to be exem- 
' ponbhed." This, with considerable more 

same purport, intended to make Wilkinson 
iape-goat, stands canceled in the draft, and 
Knitted in the letter sent to Washington; 
J some means, fair or foul, it came to the 
ledge of Wilkinson, who has published it at 
I in \\\ii memoirs, and who. it will be found, 
tod the imputation thus conveyed, 
sneral Conway, also, in a letter to Washing- 
^dated January 27th), informs him that the 

had been returned to him by Gates, and 
he found with great satisfaction that •* the 
liaph so much spoken of did not exist in ih« 
letter, nor anything like it." He had in- 
d, he atld:«, to publish the ktter. but had 
dissoaded by President Laurens ai:d two or 
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a»k for themselves, to place the matter upon the 
-^ing of certainty. Concealment in an affair 
<5h had made so mnch noise, though not by my 
^ns^ will naturally lead men to conjecture the 
•^ and it will be a subject of speculation even to 
^or itself. The anxiety and jealousy you ap- 
pend from revealing the letter, will be very apt 
increased by suppressing it." 
forbear to follow Washington through his 
■i analysis, but we cannot omit the concluding 
Kgraph of his strictures on the character of 
■ way. 

J^ot withstanding the hopeful presages you are 
«ed to figure to your:*elf of General Conway's 

and constant friendship to America, I cannot 
aade myself to retract the prediction concern- 
bim, virhich you so emphaticidly wish had not 
1 inserted in my List. A better acquaintance 
i liiui, than I have reason to tliink you have 

from w^hat you say, and a concurrence of cir- 
atances, oblige me to give him but little credit 
the qualifications of his heart, of whicli, at 
;, I beg leave to assume the privilege of being 
lerable judge. Were it necessary, more iii- 
aes than one might be adduced, from his be- 
or and conversation, to manifest that he is ca- 
B of all the malignity of detraction, and all the 
iness of intrigue, to gratify the absurd reseut- 
t of disappointed vanity, or to answer the pu^- 
» of personal aggrandizement, and promote 

nterest of faction." , i tt r 

rates evidently quailed beneath this ettei. 
reply, February 19th, he earnestly hopea 




tiintv*. 

■poiiilciice previous lo 
Imi> giren offi-itsf, nor 1 
•Hve ii> ceriify what I 
tlwt letter. He. iher 
•s 1 heartily dislike ' 
owu Bcoounl, nnd rniic 
I was OTilv Rccideulall 
The lullun-iiig was 
note with wLiuli Wa 

•* SiK, — I yestenlfi 
the 1 9th iiistttiit. I a 
M *ny mail ; aixl, liitd 
jou iwrer would Imve 
me evra thu shadow o 
Your ivpoaiedljr and 
odruMre rjews ia thosi 
the »abjvct at' our past 
wilUn^ to c)oe« with 
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ssensions with those who are embarked 
great natioaal interest with myself, as 
enoe of this kind must, in its ooose- 
very injurious. I am, sir," etc 

the various insidious artifices resorted 
lis time to injure the character of 
I, and destroy public confidence in his 
as the publication of a series of letters 
to be from him to some members of 
and to his agent, Mr. Lund Washing- 

if genuine, would prove him to be 
ted and faithless to the cause he was 
to upliold. They had appeared in 

a pamphlet form, as if printed from 
d drafts found in possession of a black 
iiVashington, who had been left behind 

Lee, when it was evacuated. They 
Y been reprinted at New York in Riv- 
^oyal Gazette ; '' the first letter making 
ice on the 14th of February. It had 
Tinted at New York in a handbill, and 
blished in a Philadelphia paper, 
ton took no notice of this publication 
i, but in private correspondence with 
, he observes : " These letters are 
h a great deal of art. The intermix* 
many family circumstances (which, by 
It foundation in truth) gives an air of 
. which renders the villainy greater | 
e is a contrivance to answer the nioMt 
urposes. Who the author of them Im, 
, From information or acqiiaiiitnnce 
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jou baye got of the state of our affairs. — I con- 
feee, my dear general, that I find myself of very 
quick feelings whenever my reputation and glory 
are concerned in anything. It is very hard that 
Bach a part of my happiness, without which I 
oannot live, should depend upon schemes which I 
never knew of but when there was no time to put 
them in execution. I assure you, my most dear 
and respected friend, that I am more unhappy than 

I ever was I should be very happy 

if yoQ were here, to give me some advice ; but I 
have nobody to consult with." 

Washington, with his considerate, paternal 
oouosels, hastened to calm the perturbation of his 
joutbful friend, and dispel those fears respecting 
his reputation, excited only, as he observed, " by 
an uncommon degree of sensibility." ^^ It will be 
no disadvantage to you to have it known in 
Europe," writes he, ** that you have received so 
manifest a proof of the good opinion and confi- 
dence of Congress as an important detached com- 
mand However sensibly your ardor 

!br glory may make you feel this disappoint- 

nent, you may be assured that your character 

taiids as fair as ever it did, and that no new 

uterprise is necessary to wipe off this imaginary 



am* 



The project of an irruption into Canada was 
length formally suspended by a resolve of Con- 
ess ; and Washington was directed to recall tlie 
vrquts and the Baron de Kalb, the presence 
the latter being deemed absolutely necessary 
the army at Valley Forge. Lafayette at tlie 
Xi.nL 25 
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CHAPTER XXX. 

If ore Tioable aboat the Conway Letter. — Correspondence 
between Lord Stirling and Wilkinson. — Wilkinson's Honor 
wounded. — His Passage at Anns with General Gates. — 
His Seat at the Board of War uncomfortable. — Determines 
Uiat Lord Stirling shall Bleed. — His Wounded Honor healed. 
His Interview with Washington. — Sees the Correspondence 
of Gates. — Denounces Gates and gives up the Secretary- 
ship. — Is thrown out of Employ. — Closing Remarks on 
the Conway Cabal. 

I HE Conway letter was destined to be a 
further source of trouble to the cabal. 
Lord Stirling, in whose presence, at 
Reading, Wilkinson had cited the letter, and who 
had sent information of it to Washington, was 
DOW told that Wilkinson, on being questioned 
by General Conway, had declared that no such 
words as those reported, nor any to the same 
effect, were in the letter. 

His lordship immediately wrote to Wilkinson, 
reminding him of the conversation at Reading, 
and telling him of what he had recently heard. 

*' I well know," writes his lordship, " that it is 
impossible you could have made any such decla- 
tation ; but it will give great satisfaction to many 
of your friends to know whether Conway made 
inch inquiry, and whao was your answer ; they 
iroiild ako be glad to know what were the words 
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til an old comrade, Cttptain Stoddni-t, recounted 
wrongs, and requested Lira to be the bearer 
i message to General Gales. StoddiiM re- 
1 ; a,nd warned him that he was running 
ndlong to destruction : " but ruin," observes 
"kinsoD, " had no terrors far an ardent young 
., vrho prized his honor a thousuml fold more 
L his life, and who was willing to hazard 
I eternal happiness in its defense." 
' accidentally met with another military 
, liieuteaant-colonel Ball, of the Virginia 
bt ** whose spirit waa as independent ns his for- 
He willingly became bearer of the fbl- 
_ note from Wilkinsoa to General Gat«^8 : — 
•Sir, — I have disclutrged my duty to yon, 
1 to my conscience 1 meet me to-morrow morn- 
beliiad the English church, and I will there 
alate the satisfaction which you have prom- 
I to grant," etc. 

iilolunel Ball waa received with complaisance by 
getieral. The meeting was fixed for eight 
ill the morning, with pistols, 
A.t the appointed time Wilkinson and his seo< 
, having put their arms in order, were about 
ally forth, when Captain Stoddari made his ap- 
Hince, and informed Wilkinson that Gates de- 
ct' lo speak with him. Where? — Inthestreet 
r the door, —"The surprise robbed nie of 
aimspeclion." oontiuues Wilkinson. " I re- 
nted Colonel Ball to hnll, and followed Caprain 
ddnrc 1 found Gieoeral GittL>i> unarmed and 
Mid was i-eceived with tenderness but nmni- 
^i^borrftssment : he nskud me to ivalk, turned 
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into a back street, and we proceeded in silenoe 
till we passed the buildings, when he barst into 
tears, took mo by the hand, and asked me Miow 
I could think he wished to injure me?' I was too 
deeply affectetl to speak, and he relieved my em- 
barrassment by continuing : * I injure you ! it is 
impos-sible. I should as soon think of injuring 
my own child.* This language," observes Wilkin- 
son, ^ not only disarmed me, but awakened all my 
confidence and all my tenderness. I was silent ; 
and he added, < Besides, there was no cause for 
injuring you, as O^riway acknowledged his letter, 
and has since said much harder things to Washing- 
ton's face.' 

^ Such language left me nothing to require," 
continues Wilkinson. " It was satisfactory beyond 
expectation, and rendered me more than content. I 
was flattered and pleased ; and if a third person 
had doubted the sincerity of the explanation, I 
would Iiave insulted him." 

A change soon came over the spirit of this 

maudlin st-ene. Wilkinson attended as secretary 

at the War Office. " My reception from the 

president, Greneral Gates," whites he, " did not 

cwrespt^nd with his recent professions; lie was 

n'vil, but barely so, and I was at a loss to accouiit 

(or hU coldness, yt-t had no suspicion of his insin- 

tvritv." 

Wilkinson soon found his situation at the Board 
of War uncomfortable; and after the h.pse of a 
fe«- days set out for Valley Forge. On l.is way 
lJ..(l.er l.e met Washington's old fri<.u.l, Dr. 
C™.k. and learnt from him that his promotion (o 
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the rank of brigadier-general by brevet, had been 
remonstrated against to Congress by forty-seven 
colonels. He therefore sent in his resignation, 
not wishing, he said, to hold it, unless lie could 
wear it to the honor and advantage of his country ; 
•' and this conduct," adds he, " however repugnant 
to fashionable ambition, I find consistent with 
those principles in which I early drew my sword 
in the present contest." 

At Lancaster, Wilkinson, recollecting his re- 
solve that Lord Stirling " should bleed for his 
conduct," requested his friend, Colonel Moylan, to 
deliver a " peremptory message " to his lordship. 
The colonel considered the measure rather precipi- 
tate, and suggested that a suitable acknowledg- 
ment from his lordship would be a more satisfac- 
tory reparation of the wrong than a sacrifice of the 
life of either of the parties. " There is not in the 
whole range of my friends, acquaintance, and I 
might add, in the universe," exclaims Wilkinson, 
" a man of more sublimated sentiment, or who com- 
bined with sound discretion a more punctilious 
sense of honor, than Colonel Moylan." Taking 
the colonel's advice, therefore, he moderated his 
peremptory message to the following note : " My 
Lord, — The propriety or impropriety of your 
communicating to his Excellency any circumstance 
which passed at your lordship's board at Reading, 
I leave to be determined by your own feelings 
and the judgment of the public ; but as the affair 
oas eventually induced reflections on my integ- 
rity, the sacred duty I owe my honor obliges me 
to request from your lordship's hand, that the con- 



394 LIFE OF WASHINGTON. 

Teraation which you have published pc 

II frivaie company during a convivial hour 

\ His lurd:>hip accordingly gave it unde: 

that the words passed under such circi 
but under no injunction of secrecy. ^ 
Wilkinson's irritable but easily pacified 
appeased, and his sword slept in its shes 
At Valley Forge Wilkinson had an 
with Washington, in which the subject c 
Con way *s letter was discussed, and the y 
respondence between Gates and the comi 
chief laid before him. 

•• This exposition," writes Wilkinson, 
to me a scene of perfidy and duplicity o 
had no suspicion." It drew from him tl 
ing letter to Washington, dated March ! 
beg you to receive the grateful homage 
^ sible mind for your condescension in e3 

\ me General Gates' lettei*s, which unmas 

lices and efforts to ruin me. The auth 
the information received through Lord 



« 



,i cannot confirm, as I solemnly assure yo 

>J lency I do not remember the conversat 

passed on that occasion, nor can I recc 
tieular passages of that letter, as I had 
sory view of it at a late hour. Howevei 
remember its general tenor, that, althoug 
Gates has pledged his wo I'd it was a w 
nialieious forgery, I will stake my rept 
the genuine letter is proiluced, that woi 
*ame etteot will appear."' 

A tew daj> at*ter%vards. Wilkinson 
the iMiowing letter to the President 
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" Sir, — While I make my acknowledgments 
to Congress, for the appointment of secretary to 
(he Board of War and Ordnance, I am sorry I 
sbould be constrained to resign that office ; but, 
after the acts of treachery and falsehood in which 
I have detected Major-general Gates, the president 
of that board, it is impossible for me to reconcile it 
to my honor to serve with him." ^ 

After recording this letter in his memoirs, 
Wilkinson adds : ".I had previously resigned my 
brevet of brigadier-general, on grounds of patriot- 
ism ; but I still retained my commission of colonel, 
which was never to my knowledge revoked ; yet 
the dominant influence of Greneral Gates, and the 
feuds, and factions, and intrigues which prevailed 
iu Congress and in the army of that day, threw me 
out of employ." — There we shall leave him ; it 
was a kind of retirement which we apprehend he 
had richly merited, and we doubt whether his 
country would have been the loser had he been 
left to enjoy it for the remainder of his days. 

Throughout all the intrigues and maneuvers of 
the cabal, a part of which we have laid before the 
reader, Washington had conducted himself with 
calmness and self-command, speaking on the sub- 
iect to no one but a very few of his friends ; lest 
a knowledge of those internal dissensions should 
injure the service. 

In a letter to Patrick Henry he gives his 
closing observations concerning them. " I cannot 
precisely mark the extent of tlieir views; but it 

1 Wilkinson's Menwirs^ vol. i. p. 409. 
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appeared in ceneral. ihnt Greueral Gates wa 
erA'.iol «:'n t:.e ruiu of mv reputation and 
eQCe. T:.i« I am auiLoriztnl (o sav, from i 
ab'.c fiot* ia mv uwn po>ses.sioii, from p 
tii>zi«. :Lc trvi'itriic scope of which could 
.|^ ml*Likcn. aiid from private detractions io 

^1? o-^iv circuuited. Gtrneral Mifflin, it is coir 

'f -'::p:r5<:^L \>}Tv ihe **rr«:)nJ part in the caba 

Gtr.-.rril C'li'-viv. I kiitj-.v, was a verv acti^ 
m.ii.'jTi^ii: par:i^an : but I have good rea 
bclirrve ih.ti tiif ir machination^ have reooik 
s«::>i"jlv utn^ii the niSi: Ives/* 

Au abl« and truthful historian, to wh( 
»«arch«:s we are indebted for must of tlie 
meni? c».tnct:rniii2 the cabal, gives it as hi: 
i^»n iii:t: '.here i? nut sufficient evidence tc 
a:.v o'-.t.trrtcd plan of action or anv fixed 
a::;- !4j ::.c It-.nlcrs : a few a.^piriiiir men likt; 
an i M.:!i.;i. n)i::ii: have tiaitered tliemselv< 

• in it-niiiU' h'^r-cs. and loukt-d torward to a 
|. a* pronii*:nir the best means of aiding the 

• b.'ki-u? v.'t'ws; but that it was not probabl 
J ha I united in anv clear or tixed purpose.^ 

Tiiese (ibservations are made with th 
I lh.»r's usual candor and judgment; jet, \^ 

! a^* ilie intrigues of the cabal might be in { 

Hxed ile>ign. they were fraught with miscl 
the public service, inspiring doubts of it; 
manders and seeking to provoke them t 
peratu enterprises. They harassed Washing 



* Sparks* Wnthitjs of Wasitiupton^ vol. v. App< 
w/jere there is a st*rios of documents respect ^nj'- ilie < 
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the latter part of his campaign, contributed to the 
dark cloud that hung over his gloomy encamp- 
ment at Valley Forge, and might have effected 
biB downfall, had he been more irascible in bis 
temper, more at the mercy of impulse, and less 
firmly fixed in the affections of the people. As 
it was, they only tended to show wherein lay his 
sorest strength. Jealous rivals he might have in 
the army, bitter enemies in Congress, but the 
soldiers loved him, and the large heart of the ua- 
tioQ always beat true to him. 

NOTE. 

The fpllowing anecdote of the late Governor Jay, one of 
our purest and most illustrious statesmen, is furnished to ua 
by bis son Judge Jay : — 

** Shortly before the death of John Adams, I was sitting 
alone with my father, conversing about the American Rev- 
olution. Suddenly he remarked, ' Ah, William ! the history 
of that RevolCition will never be known. Nobody now alive 
knows it but John Adams and myself.' Surprised at such a 
declaration, I asked him to what he referred ? He brieflv re> 
plied, ' The proceedings of the old Congress.' Again I in- 
quired, * What proceedings ? ' He answered, * Those against 
Washington; from first to last there was a most bitter party 
against him.' " 

As the old Congress always sat with closed doors, the pub- 
lic knew no more of what passed within than what it was 
deemed expedient to disclose. 
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The rcforma therein recommended were gener- 
Blly adopted. On one point, however, there was 
much (lobule. Wasliingloti had urged Ihnt the pay 
of the ofBcera was insufficient for their decent 
Bubsisieiice, eapeciHllj' during the actual depreei- 
Blion of the cnrrency i and that many restgnft- 
lioos were the consequence. He recommended 
not only that their pay should be increased, but 
that there should be a provision lor iheir future 
Bupport, by half pay iind ii pensionary eslablish- 
ment, so as to secure them from being Hbsolulely 
impoverished in the service of iheir country. 

This last recommendation had to encouiiler a 
great jealousy of the army on the pai't of Con- 
gress, ai>d all that Washington could effect by 
strenuous and unremitted exertions, was a kind 
of compromise, according to which officers were 
to receive half-piiy fur seven years after the war, 
and non-com missioned officers and privates eighty 
dollars each. 

The reforms adopted were slow in going Into 
operation. In the mean lime, the distresses of 
the army coniiniied to iiicreiise. The surround- 
in<! couulry for a great distance was exhausted, 
and bad the appearance of hiiving been pillnged. 
In some places where the iiiliabitants had pro- 
visions and cattle they deiiicd it, intending to 
lake them to Phihkdelphia, where they could ob- 
tain greater prices. The undisturbed eommuni- 
cation with the city had corrupted the minds of 

|i people in its vicinage. "This Slate is sick 
a unto the death," said Gonvernenr Morris. 

iThe parties sent out (o forage loo often r^ 
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tnrned empty-handed. ** For some days past there 
has been little less than a famine in the camp," 
writes Washington, on one occasion. "A part 
of the army has been a week without any kind 
of flesh, and the rest three or four days. Naked 
and starving as they are, we cannot enough ad- 
mire the incomparable patience and fidelity of the 
soldiery, that they have not been, ere this, excited 
by their suffering to a general mutiny and deser- 
tion." 

The committee, in their report, declared that 
the want of straw had cost the lives of many of 
the troops. ''* Unprovided with this, or materials 
to raise them from the cold and wet ^arth, sick- 
ness and mortality have spread through theii 
quarters in an astonishing degree. Nothing can 
equal their sufferings, except the patience and 
fortitude with which tlie faithful part of the army 
endure tliem." A British historian cites as a 
proof of the great ascendency of Washington 
over his "raw and undisciplined troops," that so 
many remained with him throughout the winter, 
in tliis wretched situation and still more wretched 
plight ; ahnost naked, often on short allowance, 
with great sickness and mortality, and a scarcity 
of medicines, their horses perishing by hundreds 
from hunger and the severity of the season. 

He gives a striking picture of the indolence 
Hud luxury which reigned at the same time in the 
British army in Pliiladelphia. It is true, the in- 
vestment of tiie city by the Americans rendered 
provisions dear and fuel scanty ; but the conse- 
quent privations were felt by the inhabitants, not 




Y their mvftdcrs. The latter 
JUqiiered place. Private houses 
'ithout rendering coinpi^nsatiou ; tlie ofScere were 
UBrtered on tlie principal in habitants, many of 
'hom were of the Society of " FrieiiJa ; " i 
fiveu transgreased so far agaijjsl propriety as to 
itroduce their mistresgea iato the quarters thus 
obtiiined. The quiet hubits uf iho 
f ifere outraged by the dissolute hahila of n 
up. Gifl tiling prevailed to a ehameleas de- 
le, A foreign officer kepi a faro bunk, at which 
made a fortune, and some of the young officers 
'uiiied themsetveB. 

'hole of this long winter of 



iol Hud dissipali' 
Wiiehi>igto[i wae 
t Valley Forge, ■ 
iiou^nd etftctive 
md immovable 



siifiered to remain undisturbed 
■my not exceeding five 



I, anil hia cnnuon frozen up 
A. nocturnal attack might have 
k disadvHntugeous netiou or com- 
piled him to A disHStruus I'elreat, leaving behind 
tk his sick, canDon, ammunition, and heavy bag- 
It might have opened llm way for supplies 
) llio cily, and slmkeu off the lethargy of the 
British army. In a word," ndds be, "bad Gen- 
(ral Howe led on bis troops to action, victory was 
a his power nnd coiiqueet iii liia train." ' 

Without aKsetiting to the probabihiy of tiucb ii 
esult, it is cerliiin that the army for a part of 
be winter, while it lieid Philadelphia in sie^e, 
Ifus ill as pei'llons a ailumion iis that which kept 
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a bold front before Boston, withoat ammnnition 
to serre its cannon. 

On one occasion there was a flurry at the roost 
advanced post, where Captain Henry Lee (Light* 
horse Harry) with a few of his troops was sta* 
tioned. He made himself formidable to the 
enemy by harassing their foraging parties. An 
attempt was made to surprise him. A party of 
about two hundred dragoons, taking a circuitous 
route in the night, came upon him by day-break. 
He had but a few men with him at the time, and 
took post in a large store-house. His scanty force 
did not allow a soldier for each window. -The 
dragoons attempted to force their way into the 
house. There was a warm contest. The dra- 
goons were bravely repulsed, and sheered off, 
leavinc; two killed and four wounded. ^ So well 
directed was the opposition," writes Lee to Wash- 
ington, '* that we drove them ' from the stables, 
and saved every horse. We have got the arms, 
some cloaks, etc., of their wounded. The enter- 
prise was certainly daring, though the issue of it 
very ignominious. I had not a soldier for each 
window." 

Washington, whose heart evidently warmed 
more and more to this young Virginian officer, 
the son of his ** lowland beauty," not content with 
noticing his exploit in general orders, wrote a 
note to him on the subject, expressed with un- 
usual familiarity and warmth. ** My dear Lee,** 
writes he, " although I have given you my thanks 
m the general orders of this day, for the late in- 
stance of your gallant behavior, I cannot resist 
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the inclination I feel to repeat ihem n^iii in this 
manner." I needed no fi'esh proof of your merit 
to bear you in rciiie.tnbi'anct!. 1 wnited only iot 
the proper time and seaaoa to sliow it; lliose I 
liope are tiot far off. .... Offer my sin- 
cere ihauis to the whole of your gallant parly, 
Mnd assure lliem, that bo one felt pleasure moi-e 
Beriaibly, or rejoiced more sincerely for your and 
their escape, thiin your affeelioiiate," etc, 

III effect, Washington not long afterwards 
Strongly recommeiideil Lee for the commnud of 
two troops of horse, with the rniik of tniijor, to 
act a9 an independent partisan corps. " His gen- 
ius," observes he, " particularly adtipU him to a 
commaud of this nature ; and it will be (he moat 
ugreeable to him of any station in which he could 
be placed." 

It was a high graliBoalion to Waaliington nhen 
Congresa made this appointment; accompanying 
it wiih encomiums on Lee as ii brave and prudent 
officer, who had rendered essential service to tbe 
coiiiilry, and acquired distinguished honor to him- 
self and ihe corps he commanded. 

About the time that Wai'liirigtou was gladdened 
by the gallantry and good I'ortiine of " Llght-horae 
llarry," he received a letter fi-om another Lee, 
ihe captive general, still in tbe hands of the en- 
emy. It had been wrilten nearly u month pit;- 
viously. •' I have (he strongest reason to flatter 
myself," writes Lee, " tlml yon will intei-esl your- 
■lelf ill whatever iiiteresls my comiort and welfare. 
I think it my duly (o inform you that my situ- 
iitiou is much bettered. It ia now five days llml 
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eiplinarian from Ocrraany, aocnstomed to the or- 
der and appointments of European camps; and 
the baron often declared, that under such circam- 
stances no army in Europe could be kept together 
for a single month. The liberal mind of SteubeOi 
however, made everj allowance ; and Washing- 
ton soon found in him a consummate soldier, free 
from pedantry or pretension. 

The evils arising from a want of uniformity in 
discipline and maneuvers throughout the army, 
had long caused Washington to desire a well or- 
ganized inspectorship. He knew that the same 
desire was felt by Congress. Conway had been 
appointed to that office, but had never entered upon 
its duties. The baron appeared to be peculiarly 
well qualified for such a department ; Washington 
determined, therefore, to set on foot a temporary 
institution of the kind. Accordingly he proposed 
to the baron to undertake the office of inspector- 
general. The latter cheerfully agreed. Two ranks 
of inspectors were appointed under him ; the low- 
est to inspect brigades, the highest to superintend 
several of these. Among the inspectors was a 
French gentleman of the name of Teruant, chosen 
not only for his intrinsic merit and abilities, but 
on account of his being well versed in the Eng- 
lish as well as the French language, which made 
him a necessary assistant to the baron, who, at 
times, needed an interpreter. The gallant Fleury, 
to whom Congress had given the rank and pay of 
lieutenant-colonel, and who had exercised the of- 
fice of aide-major in France, was soon after em- 
»iloyed likewise as an inspector.^ 

Wp«hi Dgtoa to the President of Cong. Sparks, v. 347. 
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a a little while the whole army was niider 
rill; for a gruat pnrC, rnail'U up of rnw militia, 
carcel/ knew the aianuftl exei'cise. Many of 
he officers, loo, kuew little of maueuveriug, aud 
be best of tlieni had much lo lenni. The tiaron 
■ruisheil his eub-iaspectora with written instruc- 
I0U9 relitiive to their several functions. He took 
mpany of soldiers titider his immediale triiiii- 
and after he had suificienllj scliboled it, 
tade it a model for tlia uthers, exbibiciug llie 
8 tliey had to practice. 
a sevei'e task at fii-st for the aide-de> 
imp of the great Frederick to operate upon such 
tw materials. Mis ignorance of tliu language, 
iiicreased the difficulty, where muneuvera 
rere to be explained or rectitSed. He was lu 
^pair, until au officer of a New York regiment, 
taiu Walker, who spoke French, stepped foi*' 
i aad oifered to act as interpreter. '■ Hud I 
an angel from Heaven," says the baron, " I 
iuli3 not have been more rejoiced." He made 
TuIkBr his aide-de-camp, and from that time had 
a alwuyH at hand. 

For a time, there waa nothing but drills 
iroiighout the camp, then gradually came evolu- 
! of every kind. The olHcei'B were eehooled 
I well as the men. The troops, says a person 
J was present in the camp, were paraded in a 
Igls line with shouldered arma ; every olHcer in 
I plaoit. The baron passed in ['runt, llieti took 
e musket of each soldier in hand, lo see whether 
and well polished, and examined 
bether the men's auuoutnsiueuts were m gin^ 
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He was sadly worried for a time with the mili- 
lia ; especially when any maaeuYer was to be 
performed. The men blondered in their exer- 
cise; the baron blundered in his English; lus 
French and Grerman were of no avail ; he lost 
his temper, which was rather warm ; swore in all 
three languages at once, which made the matter 
worse, and at length called his aide to his assist- 
ance; to help him curse the blockheads, as it 
was pretended — but uo doubt to explain the 
maneuver.^ 

Still the grand marshal of the court of Ho- 
henzoUem mingled with the veteran soldier of 
Frederick, and tempered his occasional bursts of 
impatience ; and he had a kind, generous heart, 
that soon made him a favorite with the men. 
His discipline extended to their comforts. He 
inquired into their treatment by the officers. He 
examined the doctor's reports ; visited the sick ; 
and saw that they were well lodged and attended. 

He was an example, too, of the regularity and 
system he exacted. One of the most alert and 
indefatigable men in the camp ; up at daybreak 
if not before, whenever there were to be any im- 
portant maneuvers, he took his cup of coffee and 
smoked his pipe while his servant dressed his hair, 
and by sunrise he was in the saddle, equipped at 

1 On one occasion having exhausted all his German and 
French oaths, he vociferated to his aide de-camp, Major 
Walker, " Vien mon ami Walker — vien men bon ami. Sac- 
ra — G — dam de gaucherie of dese badauts — je ne puis plua 
— I can curse dera no more." — Carden, Anecdotes of the Am 
War J p. 341. 
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all poiiila, with the atar of his oriJer of knlght- 
huod glittering on his breast, and was otF to the 
para<je, idoiie, if his suite were not ready to attend 
liim. 

The strong good eeose of the baroii whs 
evinced in the rnunner in which lie adapted Itis 
tactics to Ibe nature of the array and the sitiia- 
tioii of die country, instead of adhering with big- 
otry to tile eysU'ms of Europe. Hia instructions 
3 appreciated by all. The officers received 
n gladly and conformed to them. The men 
lOon became active and (idioit. The army gr.td- 
^liy ai;quired a proper organization, and l)eg:m 
Operate like a great miichine ; and WiiHhing- 
I found in the Itaron an intelligent, disiuter- 
IBted, trutliful coadjutor, well worthy of the badge 
le wore as a knight of the Order of Mdelxly. 

Another great satisf^iction to Washington, was 
^e appointment by Congress (March 3d) of 
1 to the office of quartermaster-genenJ ; 
&^ retaining his rank of major-general in the 
The confusion and derangement of this 
lepartment daring the lule campaign, while filled 
y General Mifflin, had been a source of perpet- 
ikl erabarmssmeut. That officer, however capa 
ilo of doing his duty, was liardly ever ni band 
rile line and the staff wei^ conseqaently ai va 
Uince; and the t-ouutry was plunderMl in a smj 
ifTiiaent to breed a dvii wjit between tlie staff 
lid the inhabitants. Washington was often 
bliged to do tlio diilies of the office himself 
Ud] he declared lo tlie Coiiiaiitl«e of Congrei 
lat "Itc would stand ijuariermasler no " 
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Greene uudertook the office with roluctanoey md 
agreed to perform the military duties of it with- 
out oompensation for the space of a year. He 
found it in great disorder and confusion, but, by 
extraordinary exertions and exoeUent system, so 
arranged it, as to put the army in a condition to 
take the field and move with rapidity the mo- 
ment it should be required.^ The favor in which 
Greene stood with the commander-in-chiei^ was a 
continual cause of mean jealousy and cavil among 
the iutriguing and the envious ; but it arose from 
tlie abundant proofs Washington had received in 
times of trial and difficulty, that he had a brave, 
affectionate heart, a sound head, and an efficient 
arm, on all of which he could thoroughly rely. 

1 Washington to Greene. — Wri^ngs of WMktgkm^ vtlr 
vii. p. 152. 
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* of the Hudson. — Project 1D larprlie Sir Hearj 
- Qener«l Uowe roroges the Jfrstys. — ShTpi ana 
nt at Bordenlown. — flnns Torlhe nexl Cainp*igD. 
■nd MilBiti under W«jhin(jtna'» Command. — 
tikll iif ConwBV. — Lord Nortli's Conciliatory Bilb.— 
I^to Wubinf^loD bv GoTcmor Tr>-aii. — ItmoliTM of 
-Letter of Waihinglon to Tryon. — Kejoi 
llej FoTgo- — Tbe Uischiuiza. 

■ HE Highlands of the Hudson had been 
n carefully reconnoitereil in the course of 
1 iLe winter by General Putnam, Gov- 
ClintoD, his brothL'r James, and ssTeml 
I, and subsequently by a commiltee from 
few York Le^sl^iure, to determine upoD 
Wit eligible place to he fortified. West 
I was ultimniely ehoBen : anJ Putnam was 
I by Washington to have the works finisheJ 
p as possible. Tho general being culled to 
Icciciit by Ilia private affairs, and being iii- 
1 in an inquiry lo be made into the loss of 
1 Montgomery and Clinton, Majoi-- general 
ngall was ordered to the Highlands, to take 
fcnd of the different posts in that depart- 
Und to press tbnvard the construction of 
erks, in whicb iie vraa to be nsai 
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general ParsoQs had command at West Point 
A letter of Washington to the latter suggests 
an enterprise of a somewhat romantic char- 
acter. It was no less ihan to pounce upon 
Sir Henry Clinton, and carry him off prisoner 
from his head-quarters in the city of New York. 
The general was quartered in the Kennedy house 
near die battery, but a short distance from the 
Hudson. His situation was rather lonely ; most 
of the houses in Ihat quarter having been con- 
sumed in the great fire. A retired way led from 
it through a back yard or garden to the river 
bank, where Greenwich Street extends at pres- 
ent. The idea of Washington was, that an en- 
terprising party should embark in eight or teu 
wlmle-boats at King's Ferry, just below the High- 
lands, on the first of the ebb, and early in the 
evening. In six or eight hours, with change of 
liands, the boats might be rowed under the shad- 
ows of the western shore, and approach New 
York with muflled oars. There were no ships 
of war at that time on that side of the city ; all 
were in the East River. The officers and men 
to be employed in the etnerprise were to be 
dressed in red, and much in the style of the 
British soldiery. Having captured Sir Henry, 
they might return in their swift whale-boats with 
the flood tide, or a party of horse might meet 
iliein at Fort Lee. *• What guards may be at 
or near his quarters, I cannot say with precision/' 
writes Washington, "and therefore shall not add 
anything on this score. But I think it one of 
the most pniclicable, and surely it will be among 
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iindgm- 



(ithe most desirnble and honnrnble thi 

) tftke liim prisoner." 

The euterprise, we believe, was never atiempted. 

' Culoiiel Hamilton is Biiid 1o Imve pHrnlyzed il. 

lie agreed wilU Washingloa that there conld be 

( little doubt of its enccess ; " but, sir," said liu, 

"have you examined . the oousequences of it?" 

."Ill whHt respect ? " asked (lie gunernl. " Why," 

tepliud HHiuiltoii, " we shall ratJier lose than saiu 

P^by removing Sir Henry from the command of 

the British army, because we perfectly understand 

Lis character; and by taking hiin off we only 

I make way for some other, perhaps an abler otficer, 

^hose character and dispositions we liure to k-Hrn." 

: shrewd su^eationa of his aide-de-cunp iiad 

ir tlFect on Washington, and the project to ab- 

Inct Sir Henry was abandoned-^ 

Th« spring opened without any in:iterin1 alter- 
||lion iu the dispositions of the armies. Wash- 
it one lime expected an nttnek upon hie 
iamp i bat Sir Williain was deficient in the neces- 
y cDlerprise ; he contented himself with send- 
\ out parlies which foraged the sorroiiDding 
gDUHtry fop many miles, and scoured part of the 
ferHiys, briDgiiig in cnnsidei'uble supplies. These 
ere in some instances accompanied by 
iranioD exccosea aiid needless bloodshed ; the 
^justifiable, as they met with feeble resistance, 
tepuoially in the Jerseys, where it was difficult (o, 

semble militia in sufficient force to oppose 
1 Auoiher ravaging parly ascended the Deli 
B flat-bottomed hanbi and galleys ; set fi 
1 Wilfclofon's Hiiwirt, vol, r. p. 8*3 
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pnbltb storehoQses in Bordentown containing pro- 
visions and monitions of war ; bamt two frigates, 
several privateers, and a number of vessels of 
various classes, some of them laden with military 
stores. Had the armed vessels been sunk accord* 
ing to the earnest advice of Washington, the 
greater part of them might have been saved. 

A circular letter was sent by Washington od 
the 20th to all the general officers in camp, request- 
ing their opinions in writing, which of three plans 
to adopt for the next campaign : to attempt the 
recovery of Philadelphia ; to transfer the war to 
the north and make an attempt on New York ; 
or to remain quiet in a secure and fortified camp, 
disciplining and arranging the army until the en- 
emy should begin their operations; then to be 
governed by circumstances. 

Just after the issue of this circular, intelligence 
received from Congress showed that the ascendency 
of the cabal was at an end. By a resolution of 
that body on the 15th, Gates was directed to re- 
sume the command of the Northern department, 
and to proceed forthwith to Fishkill for that pur- 
pose. He was invested with powers for complet- 
ing the works on the Hudson, and authorized to 
carry on operations against the enemy should any 
favorable opportunity offer, for which purposes he 
mij^ht call for the artificei'S and militia of New 
York and the Eastern States : but he was not to 
undertake any expedition against New York with- 
out previously consulting the commander-in-chief 
Washington was requested to assemble a council 
af major-generals to determine upon a plan of 
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rations, and GuCes and Mifflin, hy n subsequent 
ilDtion, were ordered to atlend that couirci!. 
s ftrrangement, pulling Gates nnder Washing- 
a order, evinced the determi nation of Congress 
9 sustain the latter in hia proper authority. 
. Washington in a reply to the Pitsident of Con- 
Ifpceas, who liad informed him of this arrangement, 
Mentioned the circnlar he iiad just issued. " Thero 
» moment to be delayed," observed lie, " in 
fuming some genenil system, and I only wait the 
^tval of generals Gales anil Mifflin to summon 
ijcouncil for the purpose. The next day (24tli) 
e addressed a letter 1o Gates, requesting hiia, 
jboald be not find it inconvenient, to favor him 
irilh ft call at l.bo cainp, to discuss the plan of 
iperationa fur the campaign. A aimiinr invitation 
I sent by him to Mifflin; who eveulunlly re- 
nttd his station in the tine. 
■ And here we may mile the downfall of the in- 
guing individual wlio had given his name to the 
^^ ixtinguished cabal. Citnwiiy, after the de- 
Mure of Irfifayette and Da Kalb from Albany, 
1 remained but a short lime in the command 
re, being ordered to join the army under Gen- 
■I McDougall, siBlioned at Fislikill. Thence 
B soon ordered bnek to Albany, whereupon 
B wrote an ienpertinenC letter lo the President (f , 
'ingress, complaining that he was " buxed about 
St indecent manner." 
"What Is Ibe meaning," demanded he, "of re- J 
^Ving me from the scene of (iclion on the opeil' 
J of the campaign? I did not deserve thii' 
iplesque disgrace, and my hunor will not peraji 
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ized the appointment of commissioners clothed 
with powers to negotiate with Ae existing gov- 
ernments ; to proclaim a cessation of hostilities ; 
to grant pardons, and to adopt other measures of 
a conciliatory nature. 

" If what was now proposed was a right meas* 
ure," observes a British historian, " it ought to 
have been adopted at first, and before the sword 
was drawn ; on the other hand, if the claims of 
the mother country over her colonies were origin- 
ally worth contending for, the strength and re- 
sources of the nation were not yet so far ex- 
hausted as to justify ministers in relinquishing 
them without a further struggle/* ^ 

Intelligence that a treaty between France and 
the United States had actually been concluded at 
Paris, induced the British minister to hurry oflP a 
draft of the bills to America, to forestall the 
effects of the treaty upon the public mind. Gen- 
eral Tryon caused copies of it to be printed in 
New York and circulated through the country. 
He sent sev^eral of them to General Washington, 
loth April, with a request that they should be 
communicated to the officers and privates of his 
army. Washington felt the singular impertinence 
of the request. He transmitted them to Congress, 
observing that the time to entertain such over- 
tures was past. *' Nothing short of independence, 
it appears to me, can possibly do. A peace on 
)ther terms would, if I may be allowed the ex- 
pression, .be a peace of war. The injuries we 
have received from the British nation were so un- 

1 Stedraan. 



ORrirs coNciLiATOity bills 423 

bioToked, BiicI liave been sa great nnd &o ruanj, 
thai iliey ciiii never be forgoiien," These ittul 
Bthei objeclious advanced by liim met wiili Ihe 
^oucurreiice of Conyress, and it was unaninionBly 
resolved Uml no conference conld be beld, ao 
Ireaty made wiib any coraniissionecs on the pari 
Great Britniti, unlil tbnt power fibould bnve 
ivithdrawii its fleets and armies, or acknowledged 
in positive and eKpre^ terms tbe independence of 
"leUniled States. 

On the following day, April 23(1, a resolution 
'as passed recommending to the difiereni States 
t pardon, nnder such restrictions as mi;:ht be 
Mined expedient, sucli of their citizenu as, baviiig 
ivied war against tbe Uiiit^;d Stalea, sboiild re- 
irn to tlieir allegiance tntbre lltt; 16tb of June. 
tepiesof tliis resolution were struck off in Eng- 
iab and German, and inclof^ed by WHshingluii in 
letter to Genenii Tryou, in wbicb he indulged 
I a vein of grave irony. 

" Sir, — Tour letter of the 17lh and a tripli- 

oftbe same were duly received. I bad the 

plcBBure of seeing tbe drafts of the two bills, be- 

K*e tboae wbicb were Bpnt by you came to hand j 

fmd I can assure you tbey were suffered to have 

fi-ee currency among ibe officers and men undur 

ly command, in whose Jidelity to the United 

ites 1 have tbe most perfect conlidtnce. The tn- 

Gazeile, published the 2-4ib atTorkiow] 

'ill show you tliiil it \» llie niwh of Congress tl^ 

ehould have an unrest mined circidiitioii.' 

Id the Quetta ot Ihal dale ttis Cou«iIiatory Bills w 



428 LIFE OF WASHINOTOH. 

rions pens ; and will content oanelves with tlie 
foUowing, from the pen of a British writer who 
was present It illustrates suffioientlj the ab- 
surdity of the scene. 

^ All the colors of the army were placed in a 
grand arenue three hundred feet in length, lined 
with the king's troops, between two triamphal 
arches, for the two brothers, the Admiral Tiord 
Howe and the Gieneral Sir William Uowe^ to 
march along in pompous procession, followed by 
a numerous train of attendants, with seven silken 
Knights of the Blended Rose, and seven more 
of the Burning Mountain, and fourteen damsels 
dressed in the Turkish fashion, to an area of one 
hundred and fifty yards square, lined also with 
the king's troops, for the exhibition of a tilt and 
tournament, or mock fight of old chivalry, in 
honor of thase two heroes. On the top of each 
triumphal arch was a figure of Fame bespangled 
with gtHPS, blowing from her trumpet, in letters 
of light, Tes lauriers sorU immorieU (Thy laurels 
are immortal)." On this occasion, acooi*ding to 
the same writer, " men compared the importance 
of Sir William's services with the merit he as- 
sumed, and the gravity with which he sustained 
the most excessive praise and adulation." 

The unfortunate Major Andr^, at that time a 
captain, was very efficient in getting up this taw- 
dry and somewhat effeminate pageant. He had 
promoted private theatricals during the winter, 
and aided in painting scenery and devising dec- 
orations. He wrote a glowing description of the 
'hianza, in a letter to a friend, pronouncing it 
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08 perhaps the most splendid eutertainment ever 
given by any army to their general. He figured 
ill it as one of the Knights of the Blended Rose. 
In a letter written to a lady, in the following 
year, he alludes to his preparations for it as 
having made him a complete milliner, and offers 
his services to furnish her supplies*in that depart- 
ment. 

At the time of this silken and mock heroic dis- 
play, the number of British chivalry in Phila- 
delphia was nineteen thousand five hundred and 
thirty, cooped up in a manner by an American 
force at Valley Forge, amounting, according to 
official returns to eleven thousand eight hundred 
men. Could any triumphal pageant be more ill- 
placed and ill timed I 
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{OON after Sir Henry Clintoa had taken 
the command, there were symptoms of 
an intention to evacuate Philadelphia. 
Wliither the enemy would thence direct their 
course was a matter of mere conjecture. Lafayette 
was therefore detached by Washington, with 
twenty-one hundred chosen men and five pieces 
of cannon, to take a position nearer the city, where 
he might be at hand to gain information, watch 
the movements of the enemy, check their predatory 
excursions, and fall on their rear when in the act 
of withdrawing. 

The marquis crossed the Schuylkill on the 18th 
of May, and proceeded to Barren Hill, about half 
way between Washington's camp and Philadelphia, 
and about eleven miles from both. Here he 
planted his cannon facing the south, with rocky 
ridges bordering the Schuylkill on his right ; woods 
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tn^ atone houses dd his lefl. Behind iiini the 
lads forked, one brunch lending to JLitaoii's Ford 
I the Schuylkill, the other by Sweilea' Ford lo 
Valley Forge. In advance of liia Itft wing was 
IcLane's cotnpnny and about fifty ludiuiis. Pick- 
s Bud videtles were placed in the woods lo tlie 
Oiith, through which the roads led to Philadelpliiii, 
nd a boily of six hundred. Penuaylvftnia militia 
rere stationed to keep watch on the rouds leading 
J White Marsh. 

In the menu time Sir Henry Clinton, having 
sceived intelligenee througli his ^pies of thia 
novement of Lafayette, cjncerted n plan to entrap ' 
' s young French nobleman. Five thouaaud men 
are sent out at night, under General Grant, to 
like a circuitoiia march by White Marah, and 
:t iu the rear of the Americnna ; nnolher "forco 
nder General Grey was to cross lo the west aide 
\ the Schuylkill, and tiiko post helow Barrea 
lill, while Sir Henry in person was to lead a 
Mrd division along the Pliiliidelpliia road. 

TfaQ plan came near being completely auccess* 
bI, through the remissness of the Pennsylvanin 
liHtia, who had left ilieit* p08t of obstirvatioii. 
iarly iu the morning, as Lalayelte was convers- 
^ with a young girl, who was to go lo Phila- 
llphia find collect information, under pretext of 
isiling ller relatives, word wiis brought lluil n-A- 
Mta had been descried in the woods ni'ar Wlute 
[ttrsh. Lafayette was expecting a Irm^" •■'" 
Ltnericaii drngoims in th»t quarter, wh 
Hitfitt niiifoi'mA, and supposed these to b 
rfce certain, howevi'r, he sent out an j 
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I HE delay of the British to evacuate 
Philadelphia tasked the sagacity of 
Washington, but he supposed it to have 
been caused by the arrival of the commissioners 
from Great Britain. The force in the citv in 
the mean time had been much reduced. Five 
thousand men had been detached to aid in a 
sudden descent on the French possessions in the 
West Indies ; three thousand more to Florida. 
Most of the cavalry with other troops had been 
shipped with the provision train and heavy bag- 
gaize to New York. The effective force remain- 
ing with Sir Henry was now about nine or ten 
thousand men ; that under Washington was a 
little more than twelve thousand Continentals, 
and about thirteen hundred militia. It had al- 
ready acquired considerable proficiency in tactics 
and field maneuvering under the diligent instruo- 
'ions of Steuben. 
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Early in June, it was evidfiiit that a total evac- 
lintion of the city was on the point of taking 
place; and circumstJtncea convinced Washington 
that the march of the main body woul'l be 
through the Jerseys. Some of his officers 
thought differently, especially Genera! Lee, who 
LOW the command of a division composed 
of Poor, Varuum, and Huntington's brigades. 
Lee, si^ce bis return to the army, had resumed 
tomewhat of his old habit of cynioai supervision, 
Atid had his tnrcle of admirers, among whom he 
isdnlged in causlic comments on military affairs 
ud the meiits of commanders. 

On the present occasion he addressed a let- 
r to Washington, dated June 15th, suggesting 
ither plans which the enemy might have in view. 
WTiether they do or do not adopt any of these 
i," added he, "there can be uo inconvenience 
from considering the subject, nor from di'- 
'isiiig means of defeating their purposes, on the 
«tipx>osition that they will." 

Washington, in bis reply, gave the suggestions 
jf Lee a candid and respectful consideration, but 
the course of his letter took occasion to hint 
little gentle admonition. 

" I shall always be liappy," writes he, " in a 
e« communicaiion of your sentiments upon any 
ipoi'taut subject relative to the service, and only 
^ that they may come diruclly to inysidf. The 
tstom which many oflicers have, of speaking 
sely, and reprobating measures, whioli, npuii 
iTeBSgatioD, muy iw found to he iiti avoidable, 
never found to lie productive tiC gooil, bill 
in of very mischievous couBoquences," 
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bank of the Delaware as high as Trenton, Wash- 
ington was obliged to make a considerable drcoit, 
BO as to cross the river higher up at Coryell's 
Ferry, near the place where eighteen months 
previously he liad crossed to attack the He ssians. 

On the 20th, he writes to General Gates: **! 
am now with the main body of the army within 
ten miles of Ck>ryeirs Ferry. Greneral Xiee is ad- 
vanced with six brigades, and will cross to-night 
or to-morrow momiug. By the last intelligence 
the enemy are near Mount Holly, and rooviDg 
very slowly ; but as there are so many roads open 
to them, their route could not be ascertained. I 
shall enter the Jerseys to-morrow^ and give you 
the earliest notice of their movements, and what- 
ever may affect you." 

Heavy raius and sultry summer heat retarded 
his movements ; but the * army crossed on the 
24th. The British were now at Moorestown and 
Mount Holly. Thence they might take the road 
ou the left for Brunswick, and so on to Staten 
Islund and New York ; or the road to the right 
through Monmouth, by the Heigiits of Middle- 
town to Sandy Hook. Uncertain which they 
might adopt, Washington detached Colonel Mor- 
gan with six hundred picked men to reinforce 
Maxwell, and hanor on their rear ; while he him- 
self pushed forward with the main body toward 
Princeton, cautiously keeping along the mountain- 
ous country to the left of the most northern road. 

The march of Sir Henry* was very slow. His 
army was encumbered with baggage and provis- 
ions, and all the nameless superfluities in which 
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(ritish uffieera are prone to indulge. His Iraio 
f wheel carriiiges and bat boriiea w«s twelve 
iuexleiit. He WHa relmiied by heavy mill 
nd iiitolenible litiat j bridges had lo be built luid 
ausewiiya constructed over streams and marshes, 
irhere they had been destroyed by the Ameri- 

From Ilia dilatory movements, "Waahiiigton sub- 
BCted Sir tienry of a design to draw him down 
ito the level country, and then, by a rapid move- 
m hia Hghl, to gain powessiou of ihe atroiig 
round above him, and bring bim lo a general ac- 
1 disadvantageous lerms. He himself was 
tcllned for a general action whenever it could be 
lado on suitable ground ; he halted, llierefore, at 
lopeiTcll, ahonl five milea from Frincelon, and 
eld another council of war, while hia troops were 
eing and refreshing iheniBelveB, The I'cault 
t, writes his iiidft-de-camp. Colonel Hamilton, 
)uld have done honor lo the moat honorable 
Deiety of mijwivea, and lo them only."^ The 
urport was to keep at n distance from Ibe enemy, 
ud nnnoy them by delaehmenls. Lee, according 

Hamilton, was the prime mover of this plan : 

1 pursuance of which a detachment of fifteen 
uodred men was sent off under Biigndier-gencral 

;, lo join Ihe oilier troops near the enemy's 

Lee was oven opposed to sending so largo 

. itumber. 

Gjenerata Greene, Wayne, and Lafayette were 

minorily in the council, mid subsequently 

Ave sepui'ulely ihe siune O'pinion m writing, thai 

1 HS. letter or Uamiltim to EUu Ikiiidiaot. 



1 
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In the mean time Lee, on hearing of the early 
movement of the enemy, had advanced with the 
brigades of Wayne and Maxwell, to support the 
light troops engaged in skimushing. llie diffi- 
colty of reoonnoitering a country cut up by woods 
and morasses, and the perplexity occasioned by 
contradictory reports, embarrassed his movements. 
Being joined by Lafayette with the main body of 
the advance, he had now about four thousand men 
at his command, independent of those under Mor- 
gan and General Dickinson. Arriving on the 
heights of Freehold, and riding forward with 
General Wayne to an open place to reconnoiter, 
Lee caught sight of a force under march, bat 
partly hidden from view by intervening woods. 
Supposing it to be a mere covering party of about 
two thousand men, 'he detached Wayne with 
seven hundred men and two pieces of artillery, 
to skirmish in its rear and hold it in check ; while 
he, with the rest of his force, taking a shorter 
road through the woods, would get in fix>nt of it, 
and cut it off from the main body. He at the 
same time sent a message to Washington, appris- 
iug him of this movement and of his certainty of 
success.^ 

Washincrton in the mean time was on his 
march with the main body, to support the ad- 
vance, as he had promised. The booming of 
cannon at a distance indicated that the attack so 
much desired had commenced, and caused him 
to quicken his march. Arrived near Freehold 
church, where the road forked, he detached 

^ Evidence of ~)r. McHenxy on the Court Martiai 
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! with pat't of his forces to the right, to 
i the enemy lu the reur of MoDinoutli Court- 
loUEe, while he, with the rest of the columii, 
would prefiB forward by the other road. 

Washitigtoii had alighted while giving these 
Erections, and was slandiiig with his »rni ihrowQ 
iver his horse, when a countryman rode up 
ud said the coutineulal troops were retreating. 

tkshingtim was provoked at what he coDsidered 
, iaJse alarm. The man pointed, aa his authority, 
1 American lifer who just then came up in 
ireathleaa affright The fifer was ordered into 
nstody to prevent his spreading an alarm ameug 

) troops who were advancing, and was threat- 
tied with a flogging should he repeat the story. 

Springing on his horse, Washington had moved 

'■ward but a short distance when lie met other 

ritives, one in the garb of a soldier, who all 
Dncarred in the report. Ele now sent forward 
alonels Fitzgerald and Ilarrisou, to learn the 
■ath, while be himself spurred past Freehold 
g-houae. Between that eilifice and the 
toruBS beyond it, he met Grayson's auil Patton'a 
egimenta in most disorderly retreat, jaded with 
3at and futigue. Uidieg up to the ofGcer iit 
itir head, Washington demanded whether the 
hole advanced corps were retreating. The of- 

r believed they were. 

It seemed iiicredihle. Tliere had been scarce 
ly firing — Washington Imd received no notice 

' ilreat fiom Lee. He was still rIiiuisI iii- 

> doubt, when the heads of sevi-rid cul- 

nna of the advance began to appiar. 
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too evident — the whole advance was falluig haek 
on the main hodjr, and no notice had been given 
to him. One of the first officers that came op 
was Colonel Shreve, at the head of his regiment ; 
Washington, greatly surprised and alarmed, asked 
the meaning of this retreat. The colonel smiled 
significantly — he did not know— -he had re- 
treated by order. There had been no fi^tii^ 
excepting a slight skirmish with the enemy's cav- 
alry, which had been repulsed. 

A suspicion flashed across Washington's mind, 
of wrong-headed conduct on the part of Lee, to 
mar the plan of attack adopted contrary to his 
counsels. Ordering Colonel Shreve to march his 
men over the morass, halt them on the hill be- 
yond and refresh them, he galloped forward to 
stop the retreat of the rest of the advance, his in- 
dignation kindling as he rode. At the rear of the 
regiment he met Major Howard ; he, too, could 
give no reason for the retreat, but seemed pro- 
voked at it — declaring that he had never seen 
the like. Another officer exclaimed with an oath 
that they were flying from a shadow. 

Arriving at a rising ground, Washington be- 
held Lee approaching with the residue of his com- 
mand ill full retreaL By thb time he was thor- 
oughly exasperated. 

" What is the meaning of all this, sir ? " de- 
manded he, in the sternest and even fiercest tone, 
\jLS Lee rode up to him. 

Lee for'ti moment was disconcerted, and hesi- 
tated in making a reply, for Washington's aspect, 
according to Lafayette, was terrible. 
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■ I desire to know the meaning of tliia disorder 
u>d confiiGioii," was Again (leina.uded still more 
*ehemenlly. 

Lee, stung by the manner more than the words 
of the demand, made an angry reply, and provoked 
'«ti]l sharper expressious, which have been vari- 
\%\y reported. He attempted a liurried expla- 
itioTi, His troops hod been Ihrown into coufii- 
n by contradictory intelligence ; by disohedience 
iof orders ; by the meddling and blundering of in- 
dividiuds ; and he had not. fell disposed, he said, 
to beard the whole British army with troops in 
;h a situation. 

" I have certain information," rejoined Wash- 
:f(in, " that it was merely a. strong covering 
^rty." 

" That may be, but it was stronger than mine, 
iaA I did not think proper to ran such a risk." 

n very sorry," replied Wnshinglon, " liiat 
<fba undertook the commacid, unless you meant 
D fight llie enemy," 

" I did not think it prudent to bring on a gen- 
iral engagemenL" 

"Wliatwver your opinion may have been," re- 
tlied Washington, disdainfully, "I expected my 
Tdera would have been olieyeJ." 

This bU passed rapidly, and, as, it were, in 
[ashes, for there was no time for parley. The 
netny were within a quarter of an hour's march. 
fnsbington's appearance liad stopped the retreat, 
le fortunes of the day were to be retrieved,!* 
Bsible, by instant arrangements. Theae he pro- 
ved to make with great celerity. The plnoe 




CHAPTER XXXV. 

Correspondence between Lee and Washington relative to the 
Affair of Monmouth. — Lee asks a Trial by Court-martial. 
— The Verdict. — Lee's Subsequent History. 

|AVING brought the army to a halt, we 
have time to notice a correspondence 
between General Lee and Washington 
immediately subsequent to the affair of Mon- 
mouth. The pride of the general had been deeply 
wounded by the rebuke he had received on the 
field of battle. On the following day (June 29th) 
he addressed a note to Washington on the sub- 
ject. By mistake it was dated July 1st. " From 
the knowledge I have of your Excellency's cliar- 
acter," writes he, " I must conclude that nothing 
but the misinformation of some very stupid, or 
misrepresentation of some very wicked person, 
could have occasioned your making use of so very 
singular expressions as you did on my coming 
up to the ground where you had taken post. 
They implied that I was guilty either of disobe- 
dience of orders, want of conduct, or want of cour- 
age. Your Excellency will therefore infinitely 
oblige me by letting me know on which of these 
tliree articles you ground your charge. I ever 
had, and hope ever shall have, the greatest respect 
and veneration for General Washington. I think 
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him endowed with many great and good quali- 
ties; bat in this instance, I must pronounce that 
he has been guilty of an act of cruel injustice 
towards a man, who certainly has some preten- 
sions to the regard of every servant of this coun- 
try. And I think, sir, I have a right to demand 
some reparation for the injury committed ; and, 
unless I can obtain it, I must in justice to my- 
self, when this campaign is closed, which I believe 
will close the war, retire from the service at the 
head of which is placed a man capable of offer- 
ing such injuries. But at the same time, in jus- 
tice to you, I must repeat that I from my soul be- 
lieve that it is not a motion of your own breast, 
but instigated by some of those dirty earwigs, who 
will forever insinuate themselves near persons 
high in office : for I really am convinced that when 
General Washington acts from himself, no man 
in his army will have reason to complain of in- 
justice or indecorum." 

The following was Washington's reply : — 

" Sir, — - 1 received your letter (dated through 
mistake the 1st of July), expressed as I conceive 
in terms highly improper. I am not conscious of 
making use of any very singular expressions at 
the time of meeting you, as you intimate. What 
I recollect to have said was dictated by duty and 
warranted by the occasion. As soon as circum- 
stances will permit, you shall have an opportu- 
nity of justifying yourself to the army, to Con- 
gress, to America, and to the world in general ; 
or of convincing them that you were guilty of a 

VOL. III. 30 
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breach of orders, and of miabehayior before die 
enemy on the 28th instant, in not attacking them 
as jon had been directed, and in making an on- 
necessary, disorderly, and shamefol retreat. I 
am," etc!, etc. 

To this Lee rejoined, in a note, misdated 28th 
Jnne. "^ Sir, you cannot afford me greater pleas- 
are than in giving me the opportunity of showing 
to America the sufficiency of her respective ser- 
vants. I trust that temporary power of office, 
and the tinsel dignity attending it, will not be 
able, by all the mists they can raise, to offuscate 
the bright rays of truth. In the mean time, your 
Excellency can have no objection to my retLring 
from the army," etc 

Shortly after dispatching this note, Lee ad- 
dressed another to Washington. " I have re- 
flected on both your situation and mine," writes 
he, " and beg leave to observe, that it will be for 
our mutual convenience that a court of inquiry 
should be immediately ordered : but I could wish 
that it might be a court-martial ; for, if the affair 
is drawn into length, it may be difficult to collect 
the necessary evidences, and perhaps might bring 
on a paper war betwixt the adherents to both 
parties, which may occasion some disagreeable 
feuds on the continent ; for all are not my friends, 
nor all your admirers. I must entreat, therefore, 
from your love of justice, that you will immedi- 
ately exhibit your charge, and that on the first 
halt I may be brought to a trial." 

Washington in reply acknowledged the receipt 
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of the two last notes, and added, " I have sent 
Colonel Scammel and the adjutant-general, to put 
you under arrest, who will deliver you a copy of 
the charges on which you will be tried." 

The following were the charges. 

1st. Disobedience of orders, in not attacking the 
enemy on the 28th June, agreeably to repeated in- 
structions. 

2d. Misbehavior before the enemy on the same 
day, by making an unnecessary, disorderly, and 
shameful retreat. 

3d. Disrespect to the commander-in-chief in 
two letters, dated the 1st of July, and the 28th 
of June. 

A court-martial was accordingly formed on the 
4th of July, at Brunswick, the first halting place. 
It was composed of one major-general, four brig- 
adiers, and eight colonels, with Lord Stirling as 
president. It moved with the army, and con- 
vened subsequently at Paramus, Peekskill, and 
Northcastle, the trial lasting until the 12th of 
August. F/om the time it commenced, Wash- 
ington never mentioned Lee's name when he 
could avoid it, and when he could not, he men- 
tioned it without the smallest degree of acri- 
mony or disrespect. 

Lee, on the contrary, indulged his natural 
irritability of temper and sharpness of tongue. 
When put on his guard against any intemperate 
railings against Washington, as calculated to in- 
jure liis cause, he spurned at the advice. " No 
attack, it seems, can be made on General Wasli- 
ington but it must recoil on the assailant. I 
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t 

neyer entertdned the most distant wish or in- 
tention of attacking General WashingtcHi* I 
have ever honored and respected him as a man 
and a citizen ; hut if the drde which surrotrnds 
him chooses to erect him into an in&llible divin- 
ity, I shall certainly prove a heretic; and i^ great 
as he is, he can attempt wounding everything I 
ought to hold dear, he most thank, his priests if 
his deityship gets scratched in the scuffle.** ^ 

In the repeated sessions of tlie court-martial 
and the long examinations which took place, many 
of the unfavorahle impressions first received, con- 
cerning the conduct and motives of Lee, were 
softened. Some of the officers in his detadi- 
ment, who had made accusations against him to 
the commander-in-chief previous to the trial, es- 
pecially generals Wayne and Scott, were found 
not to have understood all the circumstances of 
the case in which he was placed in his encounter 
with the rear division of Sir Henry Clinton, and 
that that division had been largely reinforced bj 
troops from General Knyphausen. 

Lee defended himself with ability. He con- 
tended that after the troops had commenced to 
fall back, in consequence of a i-etrograde move- 
meut of General Scott, ho had intended to form 
them on the first advantageous ground he could 
find, and that none such presented it<«elf until he 
reached the place where he met General Wash- 
ington ; on which very place he had intended to 
make battle. 

He denied that in (he whole course of the day 
he had uttered the word retreat But this re* 

1 Letter to Joseph Reed. Sparks, Biog. of Lee^ p 174. 
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Lt, said he, though neceEsarj, waa brought 
lUt contrary to my ordere, contrary to my 
itenlioQ ; and, if anythiug ciin deduct from my 
lit, it is, that I did not order a retreat which 
IS so necessary.' 

Judge Marshall observes of the variety of 
laons given by Lee, in justification of \\m re- 
treat, " if they do not absohitely establish its 
iropHety, they give it so questionable a form, 
IS to render it probable tbat a public exumi- 
iBtion never would have taken place, could hia 
iroud spirit have stooped to offer ejiplanation 
pstead of outrage to the commander-in-chief." 

The result of tie prolonged and tedioua iii- 
restigation was that he was found guilty of all 
he charges exhibited against him; the second 
barge, however, was softened by omitting the 
rord akamefid, and convicting him of making an 
' unnecessary and in some instances a disorderly 
Ue was senteticed to be suspended 
x>m all command fur one year: the senteni.'e to 
e approved or set aside by Congress. 

We must again anticipate dates, to dispose 
riefly of ihe career of General Lee, who is 
ot connected with subsequent evenia of the Rev- 
lutioD- Congress were more iban three mi jnths 
I coming to a dedsion on the proceedings of the 
jurt-martial. A^ the House always sat with 
losed doors, the debates on ihe subject 
Down, but are said to have been wan 
rged for speedy aciion, and regretted 
Bople at large could not he admitted to 
1 LeKHT to Ur. Kasli. SparkB, Biaij. i/ U 
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" Sir," said he to the Tisitor, ^ it b the mosl 
eonvenieut and eooDomical establishment in the 
world^ The lines of chalk which jou see on the 
floor, mark the divisions of the apartmentSi and I 
ean sit in any comer and overlook the whole 
without moving from mj ehair."^ 

In this retirement he solaced his mortification 
and resentment by exercising his caustic pen in 
^* Queries Political and Military,'' intended to dis- 
parage the merits and conduct of Washington, 
and which were published in a Maryland news- 
paper. His attempts, it is needless to say, were 
fallacious, and only recoiled on his own head. 

The term of his suspension had expired, when 
a rumor reached him that Congress intended to 
take away his commission. He was in bodily 
pain at the time ; his horses were at the door for 
an excursion of business ; the intelligence '^ ruffled 
his temper beyond all bounds." In his hurry and 
heat, without attempting to ascertain the truth of 
the report, he*scrawled the following note to the 
President of Congress : " Sir, I understand that 
it is in contemplation of Congress, on the princi- 
ple of economy, to strike me out of their service. 
Congress must know very little of me, if they 
suppose that I would accept of their money, since 
the confirmation of the wicked and infamous sen- 
tence which was passed upon me. I am, sir/ 
etc. 

This insolent note occasioned his prompt dis- 
missal from the service. He did not complain of 
it ; but in a subsequent and respectful letter to 
the president, explained the mistaken information 
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which had produced his note, and the state of 
body and mind in which it was written. " But, 
sir," added he, " I must entreat, in the acknowledg- 
ing of the impropriety and indecorum of my con- 
duct in this affair, it may not be supposed that I 
mean to court a restoration to the rank 1 held ; so 
far from it, that I do assure you, had not the in- 
cident fallen out, I should have requested Con- 
gress to accept my resignation, as, for obvious 
reasons, whilst the army is continued in its pres- 
ent circumstances, I could not serve with safety 
and dignity," etc. 

Though bitter in his enmities, Lee had his 
friendships, and was warm and constant in them 
as far as his capricious humors would allow. 
There was nothing crafty or mean in his char- 
acter, nor do we think he ever engaged in the 
low intrigues of the cabal ; but he was a disap- 
pointed and embittered man, and the gall of bit- 
terness overflowed his generous qualities. In such 
a discordant state of feeling, he was not a man 
for the sweet solitude of tlie country. He became 
weary of his Virginia estate ; though in one of 
the most fertile regions of the Shenandoah Val- 
ley. His farm was mismanaged ; his agents were 
unfaithful ; he entered into negotiations to dispose 
of his property, in the course of which he visited 
Philadelphia. On arriving there, he was taken with 
chills, followed by a fever, which went on iiicreas 
ing in violence, and terminated fatally. A soldier 
even unto the end, warlike scenes mingled with 
the delirium of his malady. In his dying mo- 
ments he fancied himself on the field of battle« 
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The last words he was Iieard to utter were, 
** Stand by me, my brave grenadiers ! " 

He left a will and testament strongly marked 
by his peculiarities. There are bequests to in- 
timates of horses, weapons, and sums to purchase 
rings of affection ; ample and generous provisions 
for domestics, one of whom he styles his '^ old and 
faithful servant, or rather, humble friend." His 
landed estate in Berkley was to be divided into 
three equal parts, two of them between two of 
his former aides-de-camp, and the other third be- 
tween two gentlemen to whom he felt under ob- 
ligations. All his residuary property to go to his 
sister Sidney Lee and her heirs. 

Eccentric to the last, one clause of his will re- 
gards his sepulture: "I desire most earnestly that 
I may not be buried in any church or churchyard, 
or within a mile of any Presbyterian or Anabap- 
tist meeting-house ; for, since I have resided in 
this country, I have kept so much bad company 
while living, that I do not choose to continue it 
when dead." 

This part of his will was not complied with. 
He was buried with military honors in the ceme- 
tery of Christ church ; and his funeral was at- 
tended by the highest civic and military characters, 
and a large concourse of citizens. 

The magnanimity exhibited by Washington in 
regard to Lee while living, continued after his 
death. He never spoke of him with asperity, but 
did justice to his merits, acknowledging that " he 
possessed many great qualities." 

In afttu- years, there was a proposition to pub- 
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Hah tlie manuscripts of General Lee, and Wash- 
ington was consulted in the matter, as there might 
be hostile articles among them which he might 
wish to have omitted. "I can have no request 
to make concerning the work," writes he in reply. 
"I never had a difference with that gentleman 
but on public grounds ; and my conduct towards 
him*on this occasion was such, only, as I felt my- 
self indispensably bound to adopt in discharge of 
the public trust reposed in me. If this produced 
in him unfavorable sentiments of me, I can never 
consider the condjuct I pursued, with respect to 
him, either wrong or improper, however I may 
regret that it may have been differently viewed 
by him, and that it excited his anger and animad- 
versions. Should there appear in General Lee*s 
writings any thing injurious or unfriendly to me, 
the impartial and dispassionate world must decide 
how far I deserved it from the general tenor of 
mj conduct. 






CHAPTER XXXVL 

AiriTtl of a Frendi Fleet. — Gorrespoodenoe of WashingtoB 
and the Count D'Eataing. — Plans of the Count — Per- 
tttriwtion at New York. — Excitement in the French Fleet. 
— Expedition a^nst Rhode Island. — Operations hy Sea 
and Land. — Failure of the Expedition. — Irritation between 
the Allied Forces. — Considerate Letter of WashingUm to 
the Count D^Estaing. 

JIIILE encamped at Paramns, Washing- 
ton, in the night of the 13th of July, 
received a letter from Congress inform- 
ing him of the arrival of a French fleet on the 
coast; instructing him to concert measures with 
the commander, die Count D'Estaing, for offensive 
operations by sea and land, and empowering him 
to call on the States from New Hampshire to 
New Jersey inclusive, to aid with their militia. 

The fleet in question was composed of twelve 
ships of the line and six frigates, with a land 
force of four thousand men. On board of it 
came Mons. Gerard, minister from France to the 
United States, and the H( n. Silas Deane, one of 
the American ministers who had effected the late 
treaty of alliance. The fleet had sailed from 
Toulon on the 13th of April. After stru^ling 
against adverse winds for eighty-seven or eighty- 
eight days, it had made its appearance off the 
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York. It had ha<I hut a very frw days tlw. a.I- 
vantage of hini, and wlien he arrive Iuh 

rieet in tlie rna.l outside of Sandy H lo- 

Kriiud the Urltish ships quietly ancho 
it. 
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A irank and cordial correspondence took pkei 
forthwith between the count and Washington, and 
a plan of action was concerted between them by 
the intervention of confidential officers ; Washings 
ton's aides-de-camp, Laurens and Hamilton, boaid* 
ing the fleet while off the Hook, and Major 
Chouin, a French officer of merit, repairing t«i 
the American head-quarters. 

The first idea of the count was to enteral 
Sandy Hook, and capture or destroy the British 
fleet composed of six ships of the line, four fiftjr 
gun ships, and a number of frigates and smaller 
vessels ; should he succeed m this, which his ■ 
greatly superior force rendered probable, he was 
to proceed against the city, with the cooperation . 
of the American forces. To be at hand for such | 
purpose, Washington crossed the Hudson, with 
his army, at King's Ferry, and encamped at White 
Plains about the 20th of July. 

In the mean time New York was once more 
in a violent perturbation. " British seamen," says 
a writer of the times, " endured the mortification, 
for the first time, of seeing a British fleet blocked 
up and insulted in their own harbor, and the 
Frencli flag flying triuuipluuit without. And this 
was still more embittered and aggravated, by be- 
holding every day vessels under English colors 
captured under their very eyes by the enemy." ^ 
The army responded to their feelings ; many 
royalists of the city, too, hastened to offer their 
services as volunteers ; there was, in short, a pro- 
digious stir in every depaitment, military and 
naval. 

' Bnt. Ann. Register for 1778, p. 229. 
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1 Letter of the Count. 
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Marquis La&jette with two. brigades (Yanramli 
and Glover's). Quartermaster-general Greene 
also was detached for the service, being a native 
of the island, well acquainted with its localities^ 
and having great inj9uence among its inhabitants. 
Sullivan was instructed to fi>rm his whole force, 
Continental, State and militia, into two eqiud 
divisions, one to be commanded bj Greene, the 
other by Lafayette. 

On the 22d of July, the French fleet, having 
finished taking in its supplies, appeared again in 
full force off the bar at Sandy Hook. The Brit- 
ish, who supposed they had only been waiting on 
the Shrewsbury coast for the high tides of the 
latter part of July, now prepared for a desperate 
conflict ; and, indeed, had the Frendi fleet been 
enabled to enter, it is difficult to conceive a more 
terrible and destructive struggle than would have 
ensued between these gallant and deadly rivals, 
with their powerful armaments brought side to 
side, and cramped up in so confined a field of 
action. 

D'Estaing, however, had already determined his 
course. After a few demonstrations off the har- 
bor, he stood away to the eastward, and on the 
29th arrived off Point Judith, coming to anchor 
within five miles of Newport. 

Rhode Island (proper), the object of this ex- 
pedition, is about sixteen miles long, running deep 
into the great Narraganset Bay. Seaconnet Chan- 
nel separates it on the east from the mainland, 
And on the west the main channel passes between 
it and Conanicut Island. The town of Newport 
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ited near llie soutli eud of tlii; islaod, fnciiig 
(he WB8I, wilh Conaiiiciit IsIhnc! in front of it. 
w(ia prolecled by balten'es and a small oaral 
•ce. Hei-e Geueral Sir Robert Pigott, who 
mmaiided in ihe island, had his head-quartt^rs. 
I'he force under him whs ahont six tliotiSHiid 
Ki^ingi variously posted about the island, some in 
tlie north end, but tlie greater part 
Vitliin strongly intrenched linea extending across 
Ihe island, about three milca from the town. 
General Greene hastened from Providence on 
hexrin" of ihe an'ival nf the fleet of Count D'Es- 
^iug, and went on board of it at (he anchonise to 
^ik(»rl a pkn of operalioim. Some queslions of 
^tiquetle and precedence rose between Ihem in 
lettling the mode in whifh the attack was lo be 
Bonducled. It was at Ifnglh agreed that ihe fleet 
ihould forue ils way into ihe liarbor at the same 
limo ihat the Americans approaclied by land, and 
lliat llie lauding of llie troops from ihe ships on 
tbe west side of the island should take place at 
the same time tliat the Ainerifana should cross 
Channel, and land on the east side 
: bear tliu uorih end. Thrs combined operation 
was to have been oirried promptly into effect, 
but WHS postponed until the 10th of August, lo 
. give time for Ilie reinforcements sent by Wa»ii- 
inglon lo arrive. The delay was fatal to the en- 
terprise. 

On tiie 8th, the Count D'Eataing entered the 
Jxtrbor and passed up the main channel, ex- 
l^elwDging a cannonade wilh the batteries as he 
I, and anchored a Httie above the town. bu> 
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The army of Sallivan, now left to itself befeit 
Newport, amounted to ten thousand men, having 
received the militia reinforoementp. La&jette 
advised the delay of hostile .operations antil the 
return of iD'Estaing, but the American com- 
mander, piqued and chagrined at the departure of 
his allies, determined to commence the siege im- 
mediately, without waiting for his tardy aid. On 
the 12th, however, came on a tempest of wind 
and rain, which raged for two days and nighto 
with unexampled violence* Tents were Mown 
down ; several soldiers and many horses perished, 
and a great part of the ammunition recently dealt 
out to the troops was destroyed. On the 14th, the 
weather cleared up and the sun shone brightly, 
but the army was worn down and dispirited. 
Had the British troops sallied forth at this junc- 
ture hale and fresh from comfortable quarters, it 
might have fared badly with their weatherbeaten 
besiegers. The latter, however, being unmo- 
lested, had time to breathe and refit themselves. 
The day was passed in drying their clothes, clean- 
ing their arms, and putting themselves in order 
for action. By the next morning they were 
again on the alert. Expecting the prompt return 
of the French, they now took post on Honey man's 
Hill, about two miles from the British lines, and 
began to construct batteries, form lines of com- 
munication, and make regular approaches. The 
British were eqcally active in strengthening their 
defenses. There was casual cannonading on each 
side, but nothing of consequence. Several days 
elapsed without the reappearance of the Frenchi 
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I BituatioD of [he besiegers was growing crit* 
Ml, when, on tile evening of tlie I9tli, tijey de 
cried t!ie expected fleet s lauding lowiird tht 
barbor. All now was exultntion in the camp. 
Should Ilie French with their ships bnd Ironps 
kttac^ the town hj sea and land on the one side, 
while the Americans a»3nil«d it on the other, tha 
lurrender of the place wbs inevitable. 

These siingniDe anticipations, however, were 
riiort-lived. Tlie Freoch fleet was in a shattered 
md forlorn condition. After sailing from before 
Newport, on the 20th, it liad manenveri-d for two 
with the British fleet, CHch unwilling lo en- 
■ iuto action without having the wealhergage. 
PThile thus inniieuvunng, the same furious storm 
which lint) raged on shore separated and dispersed 
'lem with fearful ravage. Some siugle encouiilera 
F scattered ships subsequently took place, but 
without definite result. All were loo much tera- 
AU<1 disabled to make good figbL Lord 
itii such of his ships aa he rai 
J BWny to New Yoi'k lo refit, and the French 
wtmiral was now before Newport, but in no plight 
d for fighiing. 

L letter to General Sullivan, be informed 

It, pursuant to ihe orders of his sovereign 

,iid the advice of his officers, he wa'^ bound for 

, heing instructed tn repair to that port, 

iiould he meet with misfortune, or a Euperior 

iriliah force appear upon the CoaaL 

Dismayed at this intelligi^nce, which threalened 
ain and disgnice lo the ejiterprist;, Sullivan wrote 
k letter of rdnoiislritncu lo ihe count, a' 



1 



486 LIFE OF WASHINGTON, 

eral Greene and the Marquis Lafayette repaired 
with it on board of the admiral's ship, to enforce 
it by their personal exertions. They represented 
to the count the certainty of carrying the place 
in two days, by a combined attack ; and the dis- 
couragement and reproach that would follow a 
failure on this their first attempt at cooperation; 
an attempt, too, for which the Americans had 
made such great and expensive preparations, and 
on which they had indulged such sanguine hopes. 
These and other considerations equally urgent 
had their weight with the count, and he was in- 
clined to remain and pursue the enterprise, but 
was overruled by the principal officers of his fleet. 
The fact is, that he was properly a land officer, 
und they had been indignant at his having a nau- 
tical command over their heads. They were glad, 
therefore, of any opportunity to thwart and mortify 
him; and now insisted on his complying with his 
letter of instructions, and sailing for Boston. On 
Lafayette's taking leave, the count assured hina 
that he would only remain in Boston time enough 
to give his men repose after their long suffiirings, 
and refit his ships ; and trusted to leave the port 
again within three weeks after entering it, " to 
fight for the glory of the French name and the 
interests of America." ^ 

Tlie marquis and General Greene returned at 
midnight, and made a report of the ill success of 
their mission. Sullivan sent another letter on the 
following day, urging D'Estaing in any event to 
leave his land forces. All the general officers, 

1 Letter of Lafayette to Washington. Memoiis, t. i. p. 194. 
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Mteoptiog Lurnjelte, joined in eigniiig and ubiiding 
a protest agninat tbe departure of the fleet to 
Boston, Bs derogatory to Lhe houor ot' France, 
contrary to the iiileutiou of hia niost Cbristian 
Mnjesty and the ititei'est of hi'a nation, destructive 
of tbe welfare of (he Uuited Slates, and higlily 
iiijiirious lo the alliiince formed between the two 
BHtioiis. The fleet was already under way when 
Colonel Laurens got on boai'd of the admirars 
■hip with the letlei' and protest. The count was 
deeply oSended by the tone of the protest, and 
B manner in which it waB conveyed la him. 
e declared to Colonel Lniirens that " this paper 
imposed on the conimaniler of the king's eqnadron 
MLiiiful, but necessary law of profbuud silence." 
He oontinued hia courae to Boston. 

At die sailing of (be ships there waa a feeling 
f exBspei'atJon throughout the camp. Sulli\'an 
»ve vent to his vexaiion in a general order on 
the 24lh, wherein he observed : " The general 
euting the sudden and unexpected 
lepiirture of the French fluet, as he flnds it has a 
tendency to diseourage eouie who placed great 
dependence upon the assistance of it ; though he 
I by no means suppose the army, or any part 
af it, endangered by this movement. He yet 
liopeB the event will prove America able to pro- 
Care that by her own Hruia which her allies refuse 
sist ill obtaining." 

[I cooler reflecliou he thought proper, in sub- 

Kquent onlers, to explaiu away liie ra&h and 

table imputation on French loyalty con- 

a the foregoing document, but a general 
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feeling of irritation agfunst the Frencn continued 
to prevail in the army. 

As had been foretold, the departure of the fleet 
was a death blow to the enterprise. Between two 
and three thousand volunteers abandoned the 
camp in the course of four-and- twenty hours; 
others continued to go off; desertions occurred 
among the militia, and in a few days the number 
of besiegers did not exceed that of the besieged. 

All thoughts of offensive operations were now 
at an end. The question was how best to extri- 
cate the army from its perilous position. The har- 
bors of Rhode Island being now free, and open 
to the enemy, reinforcements might pour in from 
New York, and render the withdrawal of ^he 
troops disastrous, if not impossible. To prepare 
for rapid retreat, if necessary, all the heavy artil- 
lery that could be spared was sent off from the 
island. On the 28th it was determined, in a 
council of war, to fall back to the military works 
at the north end of the island, and fortify there, 
until it should be known whether the French 
fleet would soon return to their assistance, the 
Marquis Lafayette setting off with all speed to 
have an interview with the Count D'Estaing, and 
ascertain the fact. 

General Sullivan broke up his camp,'and com- 
menced his retreat that very night, between nine 
and ten o'clock, the army retiring by two roads, 
the rear covered by parties of light troops, under 
colonels Livingston and Laurens. 

Their retreat was not discovered until daylight, 
when a pursuit was commenced. The covering 
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•l\e» behnved galkntly, making frequent Btaiids, 
bsodonliig onB emiiiencH only to Inkc post on nn- 
iber, and keeping up u retrealirio; firo thai checked 
he advance of the enemy. After a aeries of 
kirmishea ihey were pressed back to the forlified 
■onnda on the north end of the island i but Sul- 
V!M bad already taken post there, on Batt's Hill, 
he main body of hia array being drawn tip in or- 
er of battle, wilh strong worka in their rear, and 
redoubt in froiil of the I'jght wing. 
The Britiah now took post on an advnntageona 
eight called Quaker Hill, a little more than a 
lile from the American fi'ont, whence tliey com- 
leiiced a caiinoiinde whicli was briskly returned. 
Ikirmishing ensued until about ten o'clock, whi^ii 
no British Bloopa-of-war and some small vessels 
aving gained a favorable position, llie enemy's 
roops, UMiler cover of their fire, udvnnced in 
jrce lo turn the right flank of the American 
rmy, and (Mpture the redoubt which protected it. 
This was bravely defended by General Greene : 
. sharp action ensued, wiiich had nearly become 
general oise ; between two and three hundred 
len were killed on each side; the Britinh at 
jngth drew back to their artillery auJ works on 
^tinker Hill, and a mutual cannonade was re- 
amed and kept up until night. 

Oa the following day (29th) the enemy aon- 
iliued his distant firing, but wailed for reinforce- 
)nls before comiii<^ to close quarters. In the 
laii time, Gi^nend Sullivan hiid received iutclli' 
ice that Lord Ilowe had again put to sea with 
I design, no doubt, to attempt the relief of 
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Newport; and then followed another report that 
a fleet with troops was actually off Block Island, 
and must arrive almost immediately in the har- 
bor. 

Under these circumstances it was deternmied 
to abandon Rhode Island. To do so with safety, 
however, required the utmost caution, as the hos- 
tile sentries were within four hundred yards of 
each other, and any suspicious movements would 
be easily discovered and reported to the British 
commander. The position on Batt's Hill favored 
a deception. Tents were brought forward and 
pitched in sight of the enemy, and a great part of 
the troops employed throughout the day in throw- 
ing up works, as if the post was to be resolutely 
maintained ; at the same time, the heavy baggage 
and stores were quietly conveyed away in the 
rear of the hill, and ferried across the bay. As 
soon as it was dark the tents were struck, fires 
were lighted at various points, the troops with- 
drawn, and in a few hours the whole were trans- 
ported across the channel to the mainland. In 
the height of the transit, Lafayette arrived. He 
had ridden from the island to Boston, a distance 
of nearly seventy miles, in seven hours, and had 
conferred with the French admiral. 

D'Estaing had convinced him of the inadequacy 
of his naval force, but liad made a spirited offer 
of leading his troops by land to cooperate witli 
the Americans. Eager to be in time for any en- 
gagement that might take place, Lafayette had 
spurred back still more speedily than he went, 
but was disappointed and mortified at findhig all 
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B fighting over. He arrired in time, however, 

I bring off ih& pickets and covering partieB, 
DaouDtingto a Uiotisaud meu, which lie did in 
leb BKcellent oiiler, that not a mnji was letl 
eSiind, not' the smalluBt article lost. 
The whole army had crossed by two o'clock 
ing unperceived by the enemy, and 
lid reason to congratulate themselves on the 
Vurae they had takeu, and the quickness of their 
koTementa ; for the veiy next day Sir Henry 
Sinton airired at Newport in a light squadron, 
^ a reinforce aieut of four thousand men, a 
oral aod laud force that might effectually hava 
Bt off Sullivan's retreat, hud he liugered on the 
iand. 

Sir Henry, finiiing that he had arrived a day 
^ late, returned to New York, but first de- 
lehed Major-general Sir Chailes Grey witli the 
a ravBgiug expedition to tlie eastward} 
iefly agaiast poi'la which were the haunts o£ 
rivateers. This was tlie same general that liad 
l^rised Wayne in the preceditig year, and ef- 
jcted such slaughter among his men with the 
lyoiiet. He appears to have been fitted for 
Igh and merciless wai'fure. In the course of 
t present expedition he destroyed more than 
frenty vessels in Acushnet River, some of them 
traWers with their prizes, others peaceful mer- 
mt ahips. New Bedford and Fair Haven hav- 
t been made military and naval depots, were 
i waste, wharves ilcmolishud, rope-walks, storu- 
Hses and mills, with several private dwellhigs, 
flames. Similar destruotiou was of' 
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fected at the Island of Martha's Yineyard, a 
resort of privateers ; where the inhabitants were 
disarmed, and a heavy contribution levied upon 
them in sheep and cattle. Having thus ravaged 
the coasts of New England, the squadron re- 
turned laden with inglorious spoil to New York. 

Lord Howe, also, who had sailed for Boston 
in the hope of intercepting tlie Count D'Estaing, 
and had reached there on the 30th of August, 
found the French fleet safely sheltered in Nan- 
tasket Road, and protected by American batter- 
ies erected on commanding points. He also re- 
turned to New York, and shortly afterward, 
availing himself of a permission granted him 
some time before by government, resigned the 
command of the fleet to Admiral Gambier, to 
hold it until the arrival of Admiral Byron. His 
lordship then returned to England, having ren- 
dered important services by his operations along 
the American coast and on the waters of the 
Delaware, and presenting a strong contrast, in 
his incessant activity, to the easy indolence and 
self-indulijence of his brother. 

The failure of the combined enterprise against 
Rhode Island was a cause of universal chagrin 
and disappointment, but to none more so than 
to Washington, as is evident from the following 
passage of a letter to his brother, John Augus- 
tine : — 

" An unfortunate storm, and some measures 
taken in consequence of it by the French ad- 
miral, blasted in one moment tlie fairest hopes 
that ever were conceived ; and, from a moral 
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certainty of auccesa, rendered it a matter of re- 
ioicing to get our own troops safe oft' the island. 
If the garrison of ihat place, consisting of nenrly 
BIX thousand men, had been, captured, as there 
vas, in appearance at least, a hundred to one in 
&Tor of it, it woald have given the finishing 
^low to British pretensions of sovereignty over 
(his country ; and woulil, I am persuaded, have 
Bsiened the departure of the troops in New 
'Tork, OS fast as their canvas wings would aarj 
them away," 

But what gave Washington the greatest solici- 
.tode, was the efiect of ihia disappointment upon 
UiB public mind. The failure ol' the enterprise 
£ generally aitributed to the departure of the 
?reuch fleet from Newport, ami there was at one 
ime floch popular exasperation, that it WdB feared 
I means of repairing the French ships at Boa- 
1 would be withheld. Count D'Eslaing, and 
I other French officers, on their part, were 
■ritated by l!ie proiests of the American officera, 
lad the eipTessions in Sullivan's general order 
derogatory to French loyalty. The count ad- 
tlressed a letter to Congress, explaining and vin- 
sitiug his conduct subsequent to liis aixival on 
e const. 

Washington ri-garded this mutual irritation 
rhich had so anddeniy sprung up between the 
'my and the fleet, with the most poignant ax\x.- 
!ty. Ho wrote to Sullivim and Greene on the 
bject. urging them to suppress the feuda and 
loosiea which htid already arisen, to conceal 
much aa possible from the soldiery and public, 
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of PeDDsylvania and Connecticut, who both laid 
claim to it. Seven rural forts or block-houses, 
situated on various parts of the valley, had been 
strongholds during these territorial contests, and 
remiuned as places of refuge for women and 
children in times of Indian ravage. 

The expedition now set on foot against it, in 
June, was composed of Butler's rangers, Johnson's 
Royal Greens, and Brant, with his Indian braves. 
Their united force, about eleven hundred strong, 
was conducted by Colonel John Butler, renowned 
in Indian warfere. Passing down the Chemung 
and Susquehanna in canoes, they landed at a 
place called Three Islands, struck through the 
wilderness to a gap or " notch" of tlie mountains, 
by which they entered the Valley of Wyoming. 
Butler made his head-quarters at one of the 
strongholds already mentioned, called Winter- 
moot's Fort, from a tory family of the same name. 
Hence he sent out his marauding parties to plim- 
der and lay waste the country. 

Rumors of this intended invasion had reached 
the valley some time before the appearance of 
the enemy, and had spread great consternation. 
Most of the sturdy yeomanry were absent in the 
army. A company of sixty men, enlisted under 
an act of Congress, and hastily and imperfectly or- 
ganized, yet styling themselves regulars, took post 
at one of the stfongholds called Forty Fort; 
where they were joined by about three hundred 
of the most efficient of the yeomanry, armed and 
equipped in rude rustic style. In this emergency 
old men and boys volunteered to meet the com- 
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mon danger, posting themselves in the smaller 
forts in which women and children had taken ref- 
uge. Colonel Zebulon Butler, an officer of the 
Continental Army, took the general command. 
Several officers arrived from the army, having 
obtained leave to repair home for the protection 
of their families. They brought word that a rein- 
forcement, sent by Washington, was on its way. 

In the mean time the marauding parties sent 
out by Butler and Brant were spreading des- 
olation through the valley; farm-houses were 
wrapped in flames ; husbandmen were murdered 
while at work in the fields; all who had not 
taken reftige in the fort were threatened with de- 
struction. What was to be done ? Wait for 
the arrival of the promised reinforcement, or at- 
tempt to check the ravage ? The latter was 
rashly determined on. 

Leaving the women and children in Forty 
Fort, Colonel Zebulon Butler with his men sal- 
lied forth on the 3d of July, and made a rapid 
move upon Wintermoot Fort, hoping to come 
upon it by surprise. They found the enemy 
drawn up in front of it, in a line extending from 
the river to a marsh ; Colonel John Butler and 
his rangers, with Johnson's Royal Greens, on the 
left ; Indians and tories on the right. 

The Americans formed a line of the same ex- 
tent; the regulars under Colonel Butler on the 
right flank, resting on the river, the militia under 
Colonel Denison on the left wing, on the marsh. 
A sharp fire was opened from right to left ; after 
a few volleys the enemy in front of Colonel Hut- 
voL. III. C2 
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ler began to give way. The Indians, howerer, 
throwing themselves into the marsh, turned the 
left flank of the Americans, and attacked the mi- 
litia in the rear. Denison, finding himself ex- 
posed to a cross fire, sought to change his posi- 
tion, and gave the word to fall back. It was 
mistaken for an order to retreat. In an instant 
the left wing turned and fled; all attempts to 
rally it were vain ; the panic extended to the 
right wing. The savages, throwing down their 
rifles, rushed on with tomahawk and scalping- 
knife, and a horrible massacre ensued. Some of 
the Americans escaped to Forty Fort, some swam 
the river; others broke their way across the 
swamp, and climbed the mountain: some few 
were taken prisoners ; but the greater number 
were slaughtered. 

The desolation of the valley was now com- 
pleted ; fields were laid waste, houses burnt, and 
their inhabitants murdered. According to the 
British account^, upwards of four hundred of 
the yeomanry of Wyoming were slain, but the 
women and children were spared, " and desired 
to retire to their rebel friends." ^ 

Upwards of five thousand persons, says the 
same account, fled in the utmost distress and con- 
sternation, seeking refuge in the settlements on 
the Lehigh and the Delaware. After completing 
this horrible work of devastation, the enemy re- 
tired before the arrival of the troops detached by 
Washington. 

We might have swelled our narrative of thia 

1 GerUlemtn'' s Magazine for 177S, p. 546. 
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■ by many individual acts of atrocity com- 
toitteJ by royaliits on their old fi'ienda and ueigh- 
ind eveo their near relatives j but we for- 
a darken our page by siich stigmas OQ 
1 niiture. Suffice it to say, it was one 3i' 
}Bt airodoua outi'agea perpetrated through- 
Hit the war ; and, as usual, the tories concerned 
,he moBt vindictive anil meruileaB of 
e savage crew. Of the meiisures taken iu cou- 
squence we shall speak hereafter. 
I For a great part of the aumraer, Washingbiii 
1 remaiaed eucamped at White Plains, wntcb- 
veraenta of the enemy at New York, 
irly in September he observed a great atir of 
reparatioa 1 cannon and militiiry stores were 
iobarkt^d, and a fleet of one hundred and forty 
insporta were ready to make sail. What was 
ation ? Washington deplored the fa- 
Bty possessed by tiie enemy of transporting 
bair troops from point to point liy sea. " Their 
'i movements," said lie, " enable them to give 
I aolidtude for ihe safety of remote points, ta 
hcoT which we should huve to make ruinous 
chea, itbd aftiir all, perhaps, find oursc^lvi^s the 

\ There were but two capital objects wl 1 t1 y 
old have in view, beside the defeat s A di^p 
n-of liis army. Ono was to get poss t 

* fati» and passes of the Tlighlands I o h 
PfH junction of their land and naval f ce lo 
the destruction of the French fleet at 
and regiiin possi ssion of that town. 
r points were so far asunder, Ihat it wai 
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difficult to protect the one, without leaving the 
other exposed. To do the best that the nature 
of the case would admit, Washington strengthened 
the works and reinforced the garrison in the 
Hlglilands, stationed Putnam with two brigades 
in the neighborhood of West Point. General 
Grates was sent with three brigades to Danbiirj^ 
iu Connecticut, where he was joined by two brig- 
a<les under Greneral McDou^l, while Washing- 
ton moved his camp to a rear position at Freder- 
icksburg on the borders of Connecticut, and about 
thirty miles from West Point, so as to be ready 
for a movement to the eastward or a speedy junc- 
tion for the defense of the Hudson. To facili- 
tate an eastern movement, he took measures to 
have all the roads leading to Boston repaired. 

Scarce had Washington moved from Wliite 
Plains, when Sir Henry Clinton threw a detach- 
ment of five thousand men under Lord Cornwallis 
into the Jerseys, between the Hackensack and 
Hudson Rivers, and another of three thousand 
under Knyphausen into Westchester County, be- 
tween the Hudson and the Bronx. These de- 
tacliments held communication with each other, 
aud by the aid of flat-bottomed boats could unite 
their forces, in twenty-four hours, on either side 
of the Hudson. 

Washington considered these mere foraging 
expeditions, though on a large scale, and de- 
tiiched troops into the Jerseys to coi>perate with 
the militia in checking them ; but, as something 
more might be intended, he ordered General 
Putnam to cross the river to West Point, for 







security : wbiit? T 

frith a division of liia iirmy Li 

Wayne, who was with tlie detuchinent in the 
Jerseys, took post with a bodj of militia and 
regiment of light horse in front of tiie division 
of Lord Cornwailis. The militia were quartered 
at the villuge of New Tappun; but Lieutenunt- 
colonel Baylor, who coniniaiided the light horse, 
(dioae to encamp apart, to be free, as is supposed, 
■ftom the control of Wayne. He took u|> liia 
quarters, tlierefore, in Old Tappan, where his 
lay very negligently and unguardedly in 
bams. Cornwailis bad intelligence of their ex- 
posed situation, and laid a plan lo cut off the 
whole detachment. A body of troops from Knyp- 
hsuseu's division was to cross the Hudson in 
^ihe night, and come by surprise upon the militia 
in New Tappan : lit tlie sume time, Major-geii' 
'Mai Grey, of marauding renown, whs to advance 
'Oa the left, and attack Baylor aud his dragoons 
10 th^ careless quarters in Old TappoD. 

Fortunately Knyphausen's troops, fed by X.ieu- 

tennnt-coloDel Campbell, were alow in crossing 

river, and the militia were apprised liy de- 

uaerters of their danger in time to escape. Not 

so with Baylor's party. General Grey having 

~ -geant's patrols, advanced in silence, 

Itnd anrroonded with his troops three bams in 

which tlie dragoons were sleeping. We have 

.wen, in his surprise of Wayne's detachment iu 

precuding year, how stoaltby ami efTcctive be 

in the work of destruction. To pi'everit 

le he had caused his men to draw the cliarges 
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and take the mbts from their gans, and fix theif 
bayonets* -' ^The bayonet was his favorite weapon. 
With this his men rushed forward, and, deaf for 
a time to all cries for mercy, made a savage 
slaughter of naked and defenseless men. Eleven 
were killed on the spot, and twenty-five mangled 
with repeated thrusts, some receiving ten, twelve, 
and even sixteen wounds. Among the wounded 
were Colonel Baylor and Major Clough, the last 
of whom soon died. About forty were taken 
prisoners, mostly through the humane interposi- 
tion of one of Grey's captains, whose feelings 
revolted at the orders of his sanguinary com- 
mander. 

This whole movement of troops, on both sides 
of the Hudson, was designed to cover an expedi- 
tion against Little Egg Harbor, on the east coast 
of New Ji'j'sev, a noted rendezvous of American 
privateers. It was conducted in much the same 
spirit with that of General Grey to the eastward. 
Three hundred regular troops, and a body of 
royalist volunteers from the Jerseys, headed by 
Captain Patrick Ferguson, embarked at New 
York on board galleys and transports, and made 
for Little Egg Harbor under convoy of vessels 
of war. They were long at sea. The country 
hoard of their coming ; four privateers put to 
sea and escaped ; others took refuge up the river. 
The wind prevented the transports from entering. 
The troops embarked m row galleys and small 
cratt, and pushed twenty miles up the river to 
the villaije of Chestnut Neck. Here were bat- 
^ries without guns, prize ships which had been 
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liastily scuttled, and store-houses for the reception 
3f prize goods. The batteries and store-houses 
sv^ere demolished, the prize ships burnt, saltworks 
iestroyed and private dwellings sacked and laid 
n ashes ; all, it was pretended, being the prop- 
erty of persons concerned in privateering, or 
'whose activity in the cause of America and 
unrelenting persecution of the loyalists, marked 
them out as the proper objects of vengeance." 
As those persons were pointed out by the tory 
volunteers of New Jersey who accompanied the 
3xpedition, we may suppose how fiar private 
pique and neighborly feud entered into these 
proscriptions. 

The vessels which brought this detachment 
being wind-bound for several days. Captain Fer- 
guson had time for another enterprise. Among 
the forces detached by Washington into the Jer- 
seys to check these ravages, was the Count Pu- 
laski's legionary corps, composed of three com- 
panies of foot, and a troop of horse, officered 
principally by foreigners. A deserter from the 
corps brought word to the British commander 
that the legion was cantoned about twelve miles 
up the river ; the infantry in three houses by 
themselves ; Count Pulaski with the cavalry at 
some distance apart. 

Informed of these circumstances. Captain Fer- 
guson embarked in boats with two hundred and 
fifty men, ascended the river in the night, landed 
Ht four in the morning, and surrounded the houses 
in which the infantry were sleeping. " It being 
H Dight attack," says the captain in his official re- 
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port, " little quarter of course could be given, m 
there were only jive prisoners" It was indeed a 
massacre similar to those of the bayonet-loviDg 
General Grey. Fifty of the infantry were butch- 
ered on the spot ; among whom were two of the 
foreign officers, the Baron de Bose and Lieuten- 
ant de la Broderie. 

The clattering of hoofs gave note of the ap- 
proach of Pulaski and his horse, whereupon the 
British made a rapid retreat to their boats and 
pulleil down the river, and thus ended the ma- 
rauding expedition of Captain Ferguson, worthy 
of the times of the buccaneers. He attempted 
afterwaiils to excuse his wanton butchery of uu- 
armeil men, by alleging that the deserter from 
Pulaski's legion told him the count, in his gen- 
end onlers, forbade all granting of quarters ; in- 
formation which proved to be fal<e, and which, 
had he been a gentlemen of honorabh? spirit, he 
never would have believed, especially on the 
wo I'd of a deserter. 

The detachment on the east side of the Flud- 
5on likewise made a predatory and disgraceful 
foray from their lines at King's Bridge, towards 
the American encampmi'nt at AVhito Plains, plun- 
dering the inhabitants without discrimination, not 
(Hily of their provisions and forage, l)ut of the 
verv clothes on their backs. Noni! wert? more 
efficaent in this rava,::e than a party of about one 
iiandred of Captain Donop's Hessian yagers, and 
tj%«^ weJ^ in ^^11 maraud between Tarry town and 

^MM^' Vi-rry, when a detachment of infantry 
^^^el Richanl lUitlei*, and of ciivalry 
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under Majo/ Henry Lee, came upon them by 
surprise, killed ten of them on the spot, captured 
a lieutenant and eighteen privates, and would 
have taken or destroyed the whole, had not the 
extreme roughness of the country impeded the 
action of the cavalry, and enabled the yagers to 
escape by scrambling up hillsides or plunging into 
ravines. This occurred but three days after the 
massacre of Colonel Baylor's party, on the op- 
posite side of the Hudson. 

The British detachments having accomplished 
the main objects of their movements, returned to 
New York, leaving those parts of the country 
they had harassed still more determined in their 
hostility, having achieved nothing but what is 
least honorable and most detestable in warfare. 
We need no better comment on these measures 
than one furnished by a British writer of the 
day. ** Upon the whole," observes he, " even 
if the treaty between France and America had 
not rendered all liope of success from the pres- 
ent conciliatory system hopeless, these preda- 
tory and irritating expeditious would have ap- 
peared peculiarly ill-timed and unlucky. Though 
strongly and warmly recommended by many here 
as the most effectual mode of war, we scarcely 
remember an instance in which thej have not 
been more mischievous than useful to the grand 
objects of either rechicing or reconciling the prov- 
mces." ^ 

We may add here that General Grey, who had 
most signalized himself in these sanguinary ex- 

1 Ann. RegUiT^ 1778, p. 215. 
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ploits, and who from his stealthy pre^baution to in- 
sure the use of the bayonet, had acquired the 
fiuruame of " No Flint," was rewarded for a long , 
career of military services by being raised to the 
peerage as Lord Grey of Howick, ultimately 
Earl Grey. He was father of the celebrated 
prime minister of that name. 

About the middle of September Admiral By- 
ron arrived at New York with the residue of the 
scattered armament, which had sailed from England 
in June to counteract the designs of the Count 
D'Estaing. Finding that the count was still re- 
l>aiiing his shattered fleet in the harbor of Boston, 
he put to sea against as soon as his ships were 
refitted, and set sail for that port to entrap him. 
Success seemed likely to crown his schemes: he 
arrived off Boston on the 1st of November : his 
rival was still in port. Scarce had the admiral 
entered the bay, however, when another violent 
storm drove him out to sea, disabled his ships, and 
compelled him to put into Rhode Island to refit. 
Meanwhile the count having his ships in good 
order, and finding the coast clear, put to sea, and 
made the best of his way for the West Indies. 
Previous to his departure he issued a proclamation 
dated the 28th of October, addressed to the 
French inhabitants of Canada, inviting them to 
resume allegiance to their former sovereign. This 
was a measure in which he was not authorized 
by instructions from his government, and which 
was calculated to awaken a jealousy in the Amer- 
ican mind as to the ultimate views of France 
in taking a part in this contest. It added to the 
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chagrin occasioned by the feilure of the expedition 
against Rhode Island, and the complete abandon- 
ment by the French of the coasts of the United 
States. 

The force at New York, which had been an 
object of watchful solicitude^ was gradually dis- 
persed in different directions. Immediately after 
the departure of Admiral Byron for Boston, an- 
other naval expedition had been set on foot by 
Sir Henry Clinton. All being ready, a fleet of 
transports with five thousand men, under General 
Grant, convoyed by Commodore Hotham with a 
squadron of six ships of war, set sail on the third 
of November, with the secret design of an attack 
on St. Lucia. 

Towards the end of the same month, another 
body of troops, under Lieutenant-colonel Camp- 
bell, sailed for Georgia in the squadron of Com- 
modore Hyde Parker, the British cabinet having 
determined to carry the war into the Southern 
States. At the same time General Prevost, who 
commanded in Florida, was ordered by Sir Henry 
Clinton to march to the banks of the Savannah 
River, and attack Georgia in flank, while the ex- 
pedition under Campbell should attack it in front 
on the seaboard. We will briefly note the issue 
of these enterprises, so far beyond Washington's 
control. 

The squadron of Commodore Hyde Parker an- 
chored in the Savannah River towards the end 
af December. An American force of about six 
hundred regulars, and a few militia, under Gen- 
eral Robert Howe, were encamped near the town, 
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being the remnant of un army with which that 
officer had invaded Florida in the preceding sum- 
mer, but had been obliged to evacuate it by a 
mortal malady wliich desolated his camp. 

Lieutenant-colonel Campbell landed his troops 
on the 29th of December, about three miles below 
the town. The whole country bordering the river 
is a deep morass, cut up by creeks, and only to 
be traversed by causeways. Over one of these, 
six hundred yards in length, with a ditch on each 
side. Colonel Campbell advanced, putting to flight 
a small party stationed to guard it. General 
Howe had posted his little army on the main road 
with the river on his left and a morass in front. 
A m^gm <rave Campbell information of a path lead- 
ing lhn»uorh the moras**, by which troops might get 
unt^b<<»rved to the rear of the Americans. Sir 
Jame< Hainl was detached with the liglit infantry 
by this path, wliile Colonel Campbell advanced in 
tK^iL The Ameriaius, thus suddenly attacked iu 
fn>iit and rt»ar, were completely routed ; upwards 
of one hundred were either killed on the spot, oi 
perished in the morass ; thirty-eioht oflScers and 
four hundred and fifteen privates were taken pris- 
oners, and the rest retreated up the Savannah 
River and crossed into South Carolina. Savan- 
nah, the capital of Greorgia, was taken possession 
of by the victoi*s, with cannon, military stores, and 
provisions ; their loss was only seven killed and 
nineteen wounded. 

Colonel Campbell conducted himself with great 
moderation ; protecting the persons and property 
if the inhabitants, and proclaiming security and 
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favor to all that should return to their allegiance. 
Numbers in consequence flocked to the British 
standard ; the lower part of Georgia was consid- 
ered as subdued, and posts were established by 
the British to maintain possession. 

While Colonel Campbell had thus invaded 
Georgia in front, Genei*al Prevost, who com- 
manded the British forces in Florida, had received 
orders from Sir Henry Clinton to take it in flank. 
He accordingly traversed deserts to its southern 
frontier, took Sunbury, the only remaining fort of 
importance, and marched to Savannah, where he 
assumed the general command, detaching Colonel 
Campbell against Augusta. By the middle of 
January (1779) all Georgia was reduced to sub- 
mission. 

A more experienced American general than 
Howe had by this time arrived to take command 
of the Southern Department — Major-general Lin- 
coln, who had gained such reputation in the cam- 
paign against Burgoyne, and whose appointment 
to this station had been solicited by the delegates 
from South Carolina and Georgia. He had re- 
ceived his orders from Washington in the begin- 
ning of October. Of his operations at the South 
we shall have occasion to speak hereafter* 
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Winter Cantonments of the American Army. — Washington 
at Middlebrook. — Plan of Alarm Signals for the Jersey. 
Lafayette^s Project for an Invasion of Canada. — Favored by 
Conprrcss. — Condemned by Washington. — Relinquished. 

— Washington in Philadelphia. — The War Spirit declin- 
ing. — Dissensions in Congress. — Sectional Feelings. — 
Patriotic Appeals of Washington. —Plans for the Next 
Campaign. — Indian Atrocities to be repressed. — Avenging 
Expedition set on Foot. — Discontents of the Jersey Troops 

— Appeased by the Interference of Washington. — Success- 
fol Campaign against the Indians. 




BOUT the beginning of December, Wash- 
ington distributed his troops for the 
winter in a line of strong cantonments 
extending from Long Island Sound to the Dela- 
ware. General Putnam commanded at Danburv, 
General McDougall in the Higlilands, while tht 
head-quarters ot the commandtir-in-chief wert 
near Middlebrix>k in tlu» Jerseys. The objects 
of this arrangement were the protection of the 
country, the security of the important posts on 
the Hudson, and tlie safety, discipline, and easy 
subsistence of the army. 

In the course of this winter he devised a plan 

tiC alarm signals, which General Philemon Dick- 

lOEOn was employed to carry into effect. On 

\(ottte Hill, which commanded a vast map f)t' 
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eouDtry, sentinels kept watch day and oight. 
Should there be an irruption of the enemy, an 
eighteen pounder, called the Old Sow, fired every 
half hour, gave the alarm in the day-time or iu 
dark and stormy nights ; an immense fire or 
beacon at other times. On the booming of that 
heavy gun, lights sprang up from hill to hill along 
the different ranges of heights ; the country was 
aroused, and the yeomanry, hastily armed, hurried 
to their gathering places. 

Washington was now doomed to experience 
great loss in the narrow circle of those about 
him, on whose attachment and devotion he could 
place implicit reliance. The Marquis Lafayette, 
seeing no immediate prospect of active employ- 
ment in the United States, and anticipating a war 
on the continent of Europe, was disposed to re- 
tam to France to offer his services to his sove* 
reign ; desirous, however, of preserving a relation 
with America, he merely solicited from Congress 
the liberty of going home for the next winter; 
engaging himself not to depart until certain that 
the campaign was over. Washington backed his 
application for a furlough, as an arrangement 
that would still link him with the service ; express- 
ing his reluctance to part with an officer who 
onited ^ to all the military fire of youth an un- 
oommon maturity of judgment" Congress in 
consequence granted the marquis an unlimited 
leave of absence, to return to America whenever 
he shoold find it convenienL 

The marquis, in truth, was full of a grand pro- 
ject for the following summer's campaign, which 
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[former connection of government, 
for a moment, said he, the striking 
mce would derive from the pos- 
^-.lada ; an extensive territory, abound- 
Hbs for the use of her islands ; a vast 
fc most beneficial commerce with the 
^8, which she might then monopolize ; 
^ own on this continent independent 
krious good-will of an ally ; the whole 
•hvfoundland whenever she pleased to 
the finest nursery for seamen in the 

finally, the facility of awing and cou- 
se States, the natural and most formida- 
f every maritime power in Europe, 
id vantages he feared might prove too 
nptation to be resisted by any power 

the common maxims of national policy ; 
11 his confidence in the favorable senti- 
Trance, he did not think it politic to 

disinterestedness to such a trial. " To 
y other consideration," said he, grandly, 
;lusion of a letter to the President of 
' I do not like to add to the number of 
\ obligations. I would wish, as much 
, to avoid giving a foreign power new 

merit for services performed to the 

tes, and would ask no assistance that 

pensable." 

enuous and far-seeinj, opposition of 

n was at length effectual ; and the 

t, but hazardous scheme, was entirely, 

vly and reluctantly ^andoued. It ap- 

, that the cabinet of Fti 
33 
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inaoded, to i*etnove obstructions, secare sentrioi^ 
mid drivo iu the guards. The whole were to ad- 
vance with fixed bavouets and unloaded muskets, 
all was to be doue with the bayonet. These par- 
ties were to be followed by the main body, at a 
Binall distance, to support a^d reinforce them, or 
to hrkkg them off in case of failure. All were to 
wear white cockades or feathers, and to have a 
watchword, so as to be distinguished from the en- 
emy. " The usual time for exploits of this kind," 
observes Washington, " is a little before day, for 
which reason a vigilant officer is then more oa 
the watch. I therefore recommend a midnight 
hour." 

On getting possession of Stony Point, Wayne 
was to turn its guns upon Fort Lafayette and the 
shipping. A detachment was to march down from 
West Point by Peekskill, to the vicinity of Fort 
Lafayette, and hold itself ready to join in the at- 
tack upon it, as soon as the caimonade began from 
Stony Point. 

On the 15th of July, about mid-day, Wayne 
set out with his light infantry from Sandy Beach, 
fourteen miles distant from Stony Point. The 
roads were rugged, across mountains, monisses, 
and narrow dcHles, in the skirts of the Dunder- 
berg, where frequently it was necessary to pro- 
ceed in single file. About eight in the evening, 
they arrived within a mile and a half of the forts, 
without being discovered. Not a dog barked to 
give the alarm — all the dogs in the neighborhood 
had been privately destroyed beforehand. Bring- 
ing the men to a halt, Wayne and hia principal 
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went nearer, and carefiillj reconnoilered 
; die works aiid their envirous, so na to priiceed 
underslBiidiDgly and without cfiutuaioa. Having 
Blade their observatiotis the^ I'eturued to the 
troops. Midnight, it will be recollected, was die 
a recommeuded by Washington tbr die attack. 
About liLiU-pust eleven, the whole moved forwui-d, 
IQided hy a negi'o of the neighborhood who Imd 
»]uently caiTied in fruit to the gurrisoa, ai)d 
terved the Araericiins as a spy. He led the wny, 
mpttiiied by two stout men disguised as rariB- 
The cDuiitersig[i was given to the first sen- 
tinel, posted on high ground west of the morusa. 
[While llie uegra talked with him, the men aeized 
Bod gagged hiu). The eeutiuel posted at the 
bead of the causeway maa served in the same 
iBimer; BO tliat hidierto no alarm was given. 
triiB cauwiway, however, was overflowed, and it 
le time after twelve o'douk before the 
troops ooiild cross > leaving ihi'ee hundred men 
tinder General Muhlenberg, on the western side 
of the morass, as a reserve. 

At the foot of the promontory, the ti'oopa were 

^vided into two columns, fur simultnneous attacks 

opposite sides of the works. Onti hundred 

Hlty volunteers, led liy Lientenanl-cutuiiel 

fleury, seconded by Major Posey, (iji'ined llie 

B-giiard of ihe right column. One hundred 

Kolunteers under Major Stewart, thevan'guard of 

le lelL In advance of each was a forloiii hope 

f twenty men, one led by Lieut^iniint Gibbon, 

the other by Lieutenant Knox ; it was their dea 

eralB duty to i-emove the abatis. So well had 



1 
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Of his singularly isolated situation with respect 
to public affairs, we have evidence in the follow- 
ing passage of a letter to Edmund Randolph, who 
bad receutlj taken his seat in Congress. <*I 
•half be happy in such communications as year 
leisure and other considerations will permit you 
to transmit to me, for I am as totally nnao- 
quainted with the political state of things, and 
what is going forw£u*d in the great national coun- 
cil, as if I was an alien; when a competent 
knowledge of the temper and designs of our al- 
lies, from time to time, and the frequent changes 
and complexion of affairs in Europe might, as 
they ought to do, have a considerable influence 
on the operations of our army, and would in 
many cases determine the propriety of measures, 
which under a cloud of darkness can only be 
groped at. I say this upon a presumption that 
Congress, either through their own ministers or 
that of France, must be acquainted iu some de- 
gri^e with the plans of Great Britain, and the de- 
signs of France and Spain. If I mistake in this 
conjecture, it is to be lamented that they have not 
better information ; or, if political motives render 
disclosures of this kind improper, I am content to 
remain in ignorance." 

Of the style of living at head-quarters, we have 
a picture iu the following letter to Doctor John 
Cochran, the surgeon-general and physician of 
the army. It is almost the only instance of spor^ 
ive writing in all Washington's correspondence. 
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DicAR Doctor, — 
ran anil Mis. Livingston 
row ; but atn I not in 
them of their fare ? A 



»ve asked Mrs. Coch- 
I dine wilh me (o-mor- 
nor bound to apprise 
[ hiile deceplioi 



vliere the imagiualion only is conL-criii:d, I will. 
It is iieedleaa to premise that my table is large 
enough to hold the ladies. Of this they had oc- 
nlar proof yesterday. To any how it 13 usually 
covered ia more essentiul ; and this ehall be the 
iipurport of my letter. 

arrival at thia happy spot, we have 
'bad a hum, sometimta a shoulder of bacon, to 
igrane the head of the table ; a piece of roiiat beef 
'jkdorns the foot \ and a dish of beans or fir'eeiis, 
ost im perceptible, dL-coriitea the centre. When 
cook has a mind to cut a figure, which I pre- 
sume nili be the case to-morrow, we have two 
Jteefsteak pies, or dishes of crabs, in addition, one 
mi each side of the ceutre dish, dividing the space 
id reducing the distance between dish and diah 
'fat about six teet, which, without them, would be 
about twelve feet apart. Of late he has had the 
Burpriaing sagacity to discover that apples will 
I, and it is a quesiioii, if, in the violence 
of his efforts, we do not get one of apples instead 
ig both of beefi^ienks. If the ladies can 
put up with such entertainment, and will sub- 
to partake of it on pliites onco tin but now 
(not become so by ihe labor of scouring), I 
<ihall be happy to see them." 

We may add, that, liowever poor the fare and 
■"- the table equipage at head-quarters, every- 
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tiling was conducted with strict etiquette and de* 
coram, and we make no doubt the ladies in ques* 
tion were handed in with as much courtesy to the 
bacoQ and greens and tin dishes, as though they 
were to be regaled with the daintiest viands, 
served up on cuameled plate and porcelain. 

The arrival of Admiral Arbuthnot, with a fleet, 
bringing three thousand troops and a supply of 
provisions and stores, strengthened the hands of 
Sir Henry Clinton. Still he had not sufficient 
force to warrant any further attempt up the Hud- 
son ; Washington, by his diligence in fortifying 
West Point, having rendered that fastness of the 
Highlands apparently impregnable. Sir Henry 
turned his thoughts, therefore, towards the South, 
hoping, by a successful expedition in that direc- 
tion, to counterbalance ill success in other quar- 
ters. As this would require large detachments, 
he threw up additional works on New York Isl- 
and and at Brooklyn, to render his position se- 
cure with the diminished force that would remain 
with him. 

At this juncture news was received of the ar- 
rival of the Count D'Estaing, with a formidable 
fleet on the coast of Georgia, having made a suc- 
cessful cruise in the West Indies, in the course of 
which he had taken St. Vincent's and Grenada. 
A combined attack upon New York was again 
talked of. In anticipation of it, Washington 
called upon several of the Middle States for sup- 
plies of all kinds, and reinforcements of militia. 
Sir Henry Clinton, also, changed his plans ; 
caused Rhode Island to be evacuated; the trocps 
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id Stores to be brought awny ; thu garrisoiti 
raught off from Slony and VerplHock's Points, 
id ttll his forces lo be coricmili'HtHd ai New- 
York, which he endeavored lo put iu the atrougeat 
nature of defense. 

iDtelligence recently received, loo, ihut Spain 
had joined France in hostilities against England, 
itributed to increase the solicitude and perplex- 
ities of the enenij, while it gave fi'esh confideace 
to the Americans. 

The Cheralier de In Luzerne, mioieter from 
JPrence, with Mons. Barbe Marbois, his secrelary 
of legation, having recently landed at Boston, 
Hiid Washington a visit nt his mountain fortress, 
!>riuging letters of introduction fram Lafayette, 
chevalier tiot having yet aiiuounced himself 
io Congress, did not choose to be received in hia 
blic character. " If he had," writes Washing- 
except paying him military honors, it was 
loot my intention lo depart from that plain and 
Bimpls manner of living, which accords frith the 
teal interest and policy of men struggling uudef 
every difficulty for ihe atlninment of the most 
' [estimable blessing of life, Khe-rty." 

In conformity wilh this ioieiition, he welcomed 
le chevalier to the mountniiia with the thunder 
r artillery, and received him at hia fortress with 
lilitary cereraoniHl ; but very probably surprised 
in with the stern simplicity of his (able, while 
B charmed him with t!ie dignity and grace with 
'hich he presided at it. The ambassador evi- 
ently acquitted himself with iruQ French s 
ty and diplomatic tact. " He was polite enough." 
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provident resolution, in which he was confirmed 
hy subsequent instructions from Congress. Ac- 
cordingly, the North Carolina brigade took up 
its march for Charleston in November, and the 
whole of the Virginia line in December. 

Notwithstanding the recent preparations at 
New York, the ships remained in port, and the 
enemy held themselves in collected force there. 
Doubts began to be entertained of some furtive 
design nearer at hand, and measures were taken 
to protect the army against an attack when iu 
winter-quarters. Sir Henry, however, was regu- 
lating his movements bv those the French fleet 
might make after the repulse at Savannah. In- 
telligence at length arrived that it had been dis 
pei'sed by a violent storm. Count D'Estaing, 
with a part, had shaped lus course for France ; 
the rest had proceeded to the West Indies. 

Sir Henry now lost no time in carrying his 
plans into operation. Leaving the garrison of 
New York under the command of Lieutenant- 
general Knyphausen, he embarked several thou- 
sand men, on board of transports, to be convoyed 
by ^VG ships of the line and several frigates under 
Admiral Arbuthnot, and set sail on the 26th of 
December, accompanied by Lord Cornwallis, on 
an expedition intended for the capture of Char« 
leston and the reduction of South Carolina. 
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